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HAT there cannot be Two more 
ö Foriuuate Properties, than to have 
=== a little ot the Fool, and not 
too much of the Knave, was an Obſer- 
wation , him, who (if the Servant's Ex- 
tortion reſiect not on the Maſter's Integrity 
or Judgment) Was neither of both ; the 
Learned Lord Bacon. What that collett- 
ing Politician aid toyly remark, is bere in 


a, greater Advance more » poſitively made 


good, namely, T hat not quly Fortune, but, 


tohat is more compſebenſiue, Happineſs, iu 


all reſpects, does deuautly atiend ſuch as 


whom either Nature or Diſtemper bath 


firſt moulded, or afterward corrupted, into 
Fools and Madmen.. Aud n the 
N 23 3; A 2 Abſence 
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fuch like well-efteem'd Azeidents, de 


To the Reavin, 
abi of Grief, ibe Reprieve from Cart, 
"the Unrelenting at Diſappointments, 4 


way pertain to (as perhaps in ibe Philo 
phy of bare Nature they wholly make up) 
the Notion of Happinels 3 tbe eaſy Reſult 
of each Man's Experience, as well. as the 
Induction of the following Particulars, 
which abundantly. convince, that alway 
Anxiety and. Forecaſt, and not ſeldom Di 
content and Regret, being Handmaids to 
the Wiſe, while an immoveable Complacen- 
cy ts a.tonſtant Gueſt to the Fool, this laſt 
is as much more happy as he is leſs: bars 
raſi d, lejs perplex'd, leſi ſalicitous than the 
other. Beſide, if (what as formerly pro · 
bable, and is of late ag lay attempted 
ro be im troved to un bigher degree of Cre- 
dibility) a Reality of| Happineſs during the 
Conceit equally reſults from an Imaginary, 
4 Real Object, and what's: Airy ** 
Phantaſtick in the Apprehenfion, may be 


Firm and Solid iu the Fruition; . 


great Reaſon, why a Fool's Bliſs fhou 
without 4 Figure, be a Paradiſe in the 
as 0 of the * * it. gs 4 State 


wherein 
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To the RR ADRA. 

wherein neither Deſire out-ſtrips Enjoy» 
ment, nor \ Fear of Deprivation damps ibe 

Comfort of a preſent Poſſeſſion. 25 
UT after all, there is a wide Diffe- 
rence betwixt what is ftritly True, and 
what's finely Plauſible; and therefore how ' 
ſmoothly fever it may found, that the being 
poſſeſs'd of all we do but ſuppoſe Good, is 
the commencing all we can imagine Ha 

py (which by the by, were #t 9 1 


2 . 

nately granted, would infer, that the de- 
generating info Brutes was an Approach te 
the becoming Gods ;) yet it is undeniably 
experienced, that this Happine of Fools 
will never be made fo much the Opinion of 
others, as it is the Faith of themſelves. . 
This Paradox therefore, we may well pre- 
ſume, was not the fole Aim of the Author, 
who from Principles of Self-intereſt was 
oblig a not to be in Earneſt, 'when be de- 
claims againſt his own Accompliſhments 
Wit, Learning, and Wiſdom, and at thi 


ſani time attributes the moſt  gitainable 


Perfection to. what he himſelf "was at the 


greet aner from, Derag and Folly. 


He might perhaps, like the copious Orator, 
* A 3 Tie 


CY 


To the Rr ADER. 


j © give the World an hint; that if at any time 
he appear d Patron on the juſter Side of 


any Controverſy, Men of Morals and Con- 


ſcience were beholden to him for bis Choice 


of - Argument, ſince he could poliſh the 
rougheſt Paradox with as much Eaſe... and 
Succeſs as he could illuſtrate. the moſt. re- 
ceived Truth; and with. the ſubtilizing 
Cryſippus, ' /bould ſooner want Opinions 


to ſet abroach, than upon the: taking up 


any Opinion want Arguments ta defend it. 
But otherwiſe it is apparent, that . (like 


Perſons, of  ſquinting . Opticks, who ron 


their Eyes one Way, and yet direct their 
Looks. another) our Author,  Archer-lik 

ſhoots juſt contrary from where be wes 
to aim, and makes a compleat Satire againſt 
Fools of what he entitles, A Panegyrick 
upon Folly, Under this Covert be levels 
more ſecurely, wounds more inoffenſively, 


and leaves room for. à ſafer Retreat, than 


if be fell too bluntly on, and made an open 
Aſſault inſtead of an ambuſcading Surprize. 
And. indeed, the | Palate. of each Man's 


Judgment being the ſame with that of his 


Taſte, is clogg d and nauſcated , with 
15 Be —_ 7 " bs whats 
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what's ſweet and laſcious, "and repairedẽ 
only by the whetting. Particles of ſharp and 
corroding, yet again -a too biting, Reproof, 
without ſome Intermixture of Wheedle 
ſeldom making Converts of thoſe it ts appli- | 
ed to. Subjects of this Nature are certain- 
A then 50 handled, when the Perſons to 
e reflefted on are in the ſame Periods 
lags out of their Miſtakes, and yet flat- 
tered into Amendment. By this  Artifice, 
in the following Trac, all the Scandals, 
Corruptiant, groſſer. Adfurdities, or more 
trivial Failures of a crazy World, ave ex- 
poſed ait as equal a' Doſe of Tnſinuations 
as C arcaſin, as either the Oilineſs of a Sy- 
cophant could on the one band ſuggeſt, 
or the Gall of a Poet on the other expreſs. 
As be ſpared no one Degree of Age, Sex or 
Profeſſions, out of Cowardice or Partiali- 
ty; ſo, to be moſt Corroſive, where the 
Sore was moſt Cancrous, be is leſs nigr 
gardly of his Taunts and Stridutes gen 
the .Botthes and Excreſcences Y. the o- 
man Church, whoſe Marte 25 77 | 
Trinkets f 550 be neſs A £44 | 
rut, 4nd tou 
** other 


RG Impoſtures of 4 


To the REA DER. 

other Appenda es "of 2 and  Delufion, 
are ſo boldly ript $4 and ſmartly animad- 
verled on, as no Confidence could bave 
outbraved, nor any the higheſt Reach of 
Mit can ever go ay” hon which ac- 

count, Part of the Subjeft being fo faſoion- 
ably grateful, I preſume the whole Tranſ- 
lation me be- the more welcome ; efpecial- 
ly ſince ſeveral Dialogues of the ſame Au- 
3 pave been acceptably done into Eng- 


1 et ſent. the LEVITES crept 
505 5 


burth 0 Rome, by 4 Perſon, 

tbat, muugre the Reproge Lt Malice, is no- 
doubt as on ncere a Profeſſor of the Proto- 
Rant Religion, 'as bs is a zealous Patriat 
Chriſtian Loyalty; and (if Circum- 
Jane renderd it mors e could as 


ul the Impoſtures o Furry as 
op daily in unan 2 Papers dif- 


cover the Dub ine} and Hypocriſy of a 

Fanatick Faction: A Faiop, that has 

been the Scandal 0 Chriſtianity, and the 

mere Burleſque of Proteſtantiſm ; "that bas 

for rfeited an 8000 gence, out-gared an Ob- 
ng bid Defiance to 17 


and ſo 
4¹ n 45 e hi till abe Capitai Pani 
ments 
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To the Rraprr. 


ts of Treaſon muſt difebarge the lefer 
Penalties of Schifm. 


But this is certain; the Papal Policy, 
which demands jo frais lac d a Submiſſion 


from all her Members, would never have - 


ſuffered Eraſmus to have took fo unbridled 
a Range in the Reproof and Cenſures of 
her Extravaganties, if be had not wick'd 
the Opportunity of doing it at ſucb a 
Time, aud under ſuch Cireumſtances, as 
when the more profeſi d Attack of Luther, 
and his Adberenis in Germany, impos'd on 
ber a prudential Neceſſiy of not diſobliging 
ber Friends, that fhe might have an un- 


diſturbed Leiſure, and more united Strength, 


to oppoſe the common Enemy ; ſo that" un- 
der that Junfture ſhe was forc'd patient- 
2 i t up what at any other Seafon ſhe 
have beinouſly reſented; at Princes 
5 in a hazardous War are obliged' 
to connive at ſome little Eneroachments 
from their Subjekts, or Provocations from 
their Allies, which in a more fettled Poſture 
they would ſcorn to bear, or comply with: 
Thus (as the Reaſons of each are parallel,” 
2 the Caſes be as * different, a: 


the 


To the Rx ADA. 

the Confidence f \{peaking Truth, and the 

Impudence of a Lie) aum Government can 

new find Coutage: enough to Sentence and 

Suppreſs ſuch "Treaſonable and  Seditious | 
Libels, which not ſo long ſince per d up | ; 
with undaunted Foreheads, and ftared even | 
Majeſty ſelf out of Countenance. 
Let, however our Author was not queſtion- F 
ed by public Authority, , we are fure that. t 
he. hereby gall d and cba ſed ſcueral, nos on- 0 
ly. of his Profeſſion in general, but of. bis 1 
more intimate Friends and Acquaintance 2 
Among tubich bis beloved Dorpius' (with t 
whom be bad contratied as near a Famili- 4 
arity, as perſonal Conference, and frequent, | 1 
Correſpondence, could either occaſion or im- | 2! 
prove) was ſo nettled at the firſt Appea-. 4 
rance of this Fra, that he ſent bim 4 || !s 
rattling Reproof; to which, though Eral-' I 
mus ſubjoined a very reconciling . Reply, 0 
vet cue hade good Ground to preſume tbat i H 
they werr never afterwards, cordially is 
Eriends. Aud Liſter, who, ix Eraſmus's ra 
Tiſentime republiſbed this Treatiſe wb /. 
his own Notes, or Commentaries, under- r 
took this Tast, not ſo much out of Reſpect: in. 

: 40 
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To the RA DER. 


to bis Friend the Author, or Care ſor the 
Promotion of Learning, as he did to Salve 
and Palliate the. ſeveral Reflections upon 
the then faſbionable Religion; as will ap- 
pear to any indifferent Obſerver, who can- 
not but jee that the Obſcurities and” Dif- 
cullits of the Text" (which' perhaps are too 
few and mean to need any Explication) art 
but ſlightly toucld at; while great "Pains 
aud Caution is employed in either pervert- 
ing, or. at leaſt mollitying, tho/e Paſſages, 
which lay too beavy a Hand upon any of 
their hallowed Corruptions. Nay, the 


wohole Catholick Party were ſo incenſed 47. 


his Liberty of Reflecting, that-though,. for 
te forehinted 222 they did not by 
any formal Interdict. ſend him in Perſon 
o the Devil while Alive; yet fince bis 
Death. they have diſpatehd him half Way 
40 Hell in Effigy, and few 0 their late 
Hiſtorians do any-where occaſionally men- 
tion him without ſome" littir wiping Cha- 
racter, as it wert caſy to fad: Materials 
far Inſtances in ſeveral Particulats." Net 
(what was ſure to be the Conſequence, and 
indeed was but Juſt) be i n his Bien 
with 
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To the ReADper. 


with the — at ny faſter 4 Rate 
than be adva his . with the 
Reformed, eſpecially : here in England, 
where @ Tranſlation of his Paraphraſe on 
the New Teſtament, was in the Firſt 6 
Edward the Sixth ordered to be placed in 
all Pariſh goo. 100m and in ſome of them 
to this Day remains; The Method where- 
of is very Irofitable, and the Style both eaſy 
and eloguent ;, yet on ſome Texts there is 
impqad but a harſh Interpretation, as 1 
am in oue Particular more eſpecially en- 
| &aged to take Notice, becauje the ſame 
2 is given oo the fame Paſſage toward 
he lauter "End of this following Piece; 
__ animaduerting upon the Diſi ingenuity 
of Commentators, be. fingles out me po 
de Lyra, n that Text © 
Luke, c. xxii. v. 36. [He that ha 
Sword, let him ſel! d 
one] had without much ety talen 
the whole Literally, tbo! in * with a very 
extravagant ' Inference for timacy 
of private Defence in caſe Kos warm 
Our. Author might reaſonably arraign this 
3 of deere Influence; but 


noi 


Garment, and bur | 
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To the READER. 


not content with this, he proceeds, and, as 
well here as in his Paraphraſe, maintains, 
that the Sentence is ſuch a Sort of Meta- 
phor, as by the Sword muſt be underſtood 
that only of the Spirit, It is true, a great 
many Commentators interpret the Senſe 
Figuratively z yet ſo as the Word Sword 
fall be taken for neither Material nor 
Spiritual, but only denote the forotelling of 
Perſecution, and caution the providing for 
Tribulation and Martyrdom. Yet ſome 
other Expolitors do with more of Natu- 
ralneſs, and perhaps not leſs of Truth, ap- 
prehend the Words Literally, and conclude, 
that our Saviour hereby authorized his 
Diſciples to be furniſhed with Weapons 
for their Security againſt the Aſſaults of pri- 
vate Robbers, who at that time, Joſephus. 
obſerves, were very numerous: Theſe ſame. 
Arms, which might be employed for the or. 
venting. private Pillage, or Aſſaſſination, 
ere to be laid down, on all other the moſt- 
urging Pro vocations, at the Feet of publick 
Authority ; of which, when there appear d 
but a bare Face, our Lord commands Pe- 
er to ſheathe his Sword, and threatens, 
a that 


To the REA DTR. 


that whoever upon any ſuch Occaſion did | 


hereafter take it, ſhould periſh by it. 


This may perhaps be thought too ſerious, | 
and (as fo) impertinent for the introdu- | 


cing ſo light and comical an Argument 
But it ought to be ſuppoſed proper enough, 


fince it has an immediate Relation to a 
Paſſage in the following Diſcourſe, where. | 


in, with Submiſſion, I preſume the Author 
was a little too bold in bis Comment, and 
in ſome meaſure incurs the ſame Guilt 
himſelf which he ſo ſmartly upbraided in 
others. His Miſunderſtanding of which 
may bowever be the more meriting an Ex- 
cuſe, becauſe it may well be ſuppoſed to 
have been occaſioned by an honeſt Deſign of 
promoting Unity, Peace, and Charity, in 
the obviating that Pretence, which was 
ſome drawn from this very Text of pro- 
pagating Chriſtianity by all the moſt enfor- 
eing Methods of Torture, War, and 
Slaughter ; as if the teaching of Nations 
were to be accompanied with the Baptizing 
them in Blood, and Converts muſt have 
their own Wounds to bleed, before they 
could 


To the READER. 


could become ſenſible of the Benefits of a 
wounded and bleeding Saviour. 

There needs no Excuſe for any other 
Failure through the following Diſconrſe ; 
ſ% o that to remove the Guard to that Place, 
which the Enemy may find eaſteſt to at- 
tack, I muſt divert the Apology for the 
Author, % one more requiſite for the 
Tranſlator. Againſt whom (beſide all o- 
ther Piques and Exceptions) there will, no 
gueſtion, be pointed this thruſting Objei- 
on; namely, That this ſame Piece of Wit's 
$ Pageantry has been twice already cloath'd 
in our Mother Tongue, ſo that the Repub- 
liſhing at leaſt of one of theſe Tranſla- 
tions might bave ſuperſeded the Trouble of 
a new one. It may, I hope, be no Scan- 
aal to confeſs, that till after my firſs On- 
ſet I bad neither by Sight nor Report ga- 
ther d any Intimation of the Foreſtalment 
herein; of which I were yet the leſs in- 
quifitive, becauſe the Perſon who impoſed 
on me the Undertaking, took the Negative 
for granted, though he flood in better Cir- 
cumſtances of being informed, and was 
more concerned in the Conſequence. But, 

a 2 allowing 
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allowing the worſt, Re-tranſlations of late | 
have been ſo ſucceſsfully performed, /s | 


much to the Service of the preſent Times, 


aud Juſtice to the fir ſt Authors, that Al- 
teinpts of like Nature can be no longer in- 
widious, if they are grounded on the ſame | 
Hnducements, and do anſwer the ſame End | 
and Deſign. How far I can ſquare my | 


Apology by this Rule will in part. appear 


by this following Obſervation Originals 


of one Language are differently to be ren- 


der d into another, according to their re- 
ſpeive Matter and Subject In an Argu- 


ment of Hiſtory, but more eſpecially in 
Phyſicks and Mathematicks, /o much 


depends on the critical genuine Senſe of the 


Author, that there can be no Latitude or 
Deviation allowed; but a harſh Cadence 
is far more preferable, than a bold, 
though tunable Variation: Nhereas on the 
contrary, in Poeſie, Oratory, Panegyrick, 
Satire, or ſuch like looſer Subjects, the Ex- 
cellency reſulting rather from the Style and 
Fancy in general, than from the ſtriftneſs 
of particular Periods, there may, nay, 
there muſt, be ſome ſuch Judgment or Di/- 
cretion 


To the REA DPR. 


cretion < tolerated, as ſhall within due 
Bounds new marſhal the Words, and in 
fome meaſure plaiſter over the Abrupt- 
neſs and Incoherence of Senſe. According- 
ly the Deſign of Tranſlations ſeems then 
beſt anſwer'd, when the reſpective Ren- 
derers ſquare their Attempts by the forego- 
ing Rule; the ſame Liberty being an un- 
pardonable Extravagance in the one, which 
is no worſe than a becoming Freedom in 
the other: As the Painter, who is employ- 
ed to draw a Face to the Life, muſt con- 
fine his Pencil to an exact Tranſcript of the 
natural Strokes, without any room to Fancy 
or Flattery, Limning even Venus herſelf 
with a blemiſhing Mole; whereas in the 
Copying after a Landskip, or other flou- 
riſhing Draught, both Colours and other 
Features for the Luſtre of Proſpeft, may 
be ſo far altered, as the Judgment of the 
Artift ſhall with Liberty recommend. The 
Reſult of this, it is my Intereſt to have 
thus underfiood. Our Language hath been 
fo much poliſb'd and reſin d fince the firſs 
Appearance of this Declamation in Eng- 

| a 3 ſh, 


here a ſſer 


To the RRA DER. ö 


liſh, * that had it fallen into my Hands 
er 1 enter'd on this Work, the Peruſal of 
it would have ſcarcely diſcourag d me from 
purſuing the Undertaking : For to have ad- 


ventur d abroad a ſecond. Edition of this 


antiquated Verſion, would doubtleſs have 
been interpreted as a Deſign rather of ex- 
ercifing the Reader in the unpleaſant Task 


of laboriouſly picking out the Meaning of | 
obſolete Words and Expreſſions, than of © 


fairly leading him into the true and genuine 
Senſe of the Original Although what is 
ted might be eaſily made out be- 
youd all Poſſibility of Exception; yet the 
learned Author acquitted himſelf ſo very 


dell herein, that be comes fully up, even to 


the moſs commendable Way of Writing 
which obtain'd in his Time. The modern 
Tranſlator (to whom I intended the Rule, 
but now laid down, to be chiefly applied) 
tied bimſelf ſo ſtritily to a literal Obſer- 
vance of the Latin, that to a bare Engliſh 
Reader, unacquainted with Alluſions to the 


— 


Done by Sir Thomas Chaloner, and Printed at 
London, 1 549, in 4to. 
Eloquence 
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To the READER. 
Eloquence of the Latin Tongue, bis Fer- 


ſion is ſometimes puzzling and obſcure, at 


leaſt never ſo ſmooth and voluble, as the 
Gaiety of the Argument would better have 
diſpens'd with; whereas in jhis Rehearſal 
of mine, I have (more I confeſs to my own 
Eaſe, and more gratefully, 1 queſtion not, 
to the Palate of others) allowed myſelf 


ſuch Elbow-room of Expreſſion, as the 
* Humourſomne/s of the Subject, and the 
s [diom of Language, did invite, if not com- 


mand. Yet I would not have it bereby 
ſuſpected, that I have taken a ſtraying Frist 
or Faunt, beyoud the Limits of @ juſt De- 
corum; 0, I have been - ſo free, I hope, 
as not to be licentious; /@ bold, as not ts 
be immodeſt: I conſidered, that rambling 
Variations, as well as verbatim Conſtructi- 
ons, are both the ſcandalous Tais of 
School-boys 3 therefore I ſo far conſulted 
the avoiding each Extreme, that I bave 
this Disjunctive Plea 7 gag the Men of 
Teeth with; where-ever the Latin appears 
to have been ſeemingly injured, and receded - 
from, there I doubted a too cloſe Adberence 
would have been rough and jarring ; again, 

where 


To the Rr ADR. 
where the Engliſh wants any thing of Ca- 
dence or Coherence, there I check'd m] 
Range, and was afraid of treading tos 
wide from the Footſteps of the Original. 
For that the ſame Harangue, compleatly | 
Eloquent in one Tongue, would be leſs min- 


ning and perſwaſive when cloſe interpreted 


in another, is as obvious, as that Travel- 
lers, if they adapt not their Garb to the 
Mode of the Country they reſide in, are 
rather an Objeft to Stare and Gaze at, 
than to Bow to, Reverence, or be any way 
Reſpected. The Reaſon on which this is 
grounded being a Propriety in each Lan- | 
guage to peculiar Tropes, Figures, Phraſes, | 
&c. is ſo known a Topick, that to them, | 
who underſiand the original Latin, tt is 
wholly ſuperfluous, and to thoſe, that do 
not, it is altogether as needleſs, 


Oxon, 1683. 


Commen- 
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Commendatory VERSES to the Tran/- 
lator of Moriæ Encomium, &c. 


— 


— — 


To the: AUTHOR of this Tranſlation. 


1 E tnought, Sir, hitherto without 
1 


Succeſs, 

On all Expedients for Happineſs : 

This to defire by Nature we're in- 
clin'd, 

Which we in our Reſearches ſeldom find. | 

It does, like Beauty, in the Fancy lye, } 


Or, as 'tis pleaſing to the Lover's Eye, 
Camelion- like, from all Things takes a Dye. 
One thinks it ſtill conſiſts in ſanguine Mirth, 
When the Debauch to Wit muſt give a Birth; 
Another's happy if Corinra's kind ; 

The Wiſe Man calls it Indolence of Mind: 
The Miſer to them all prefers his Wea/th 
The jolly Toter ſays, tis florid Health: 

But theſe Miſtaken Wretches go aſtray, 
Eraſmus only has found out the Way. 
Like to img ary Chymiſfts they preſume, 
Till all their Projects break away in Fume: 
To ſearch the Secret out they vainly try, 

Fir after all, it does in FoLLy lye. 

This, by its Innocence the beſt Eſtate, 
Will with Re/fance blunt the Edge of Fate; 


One 


(ii) 
One with a Genius Nature does inſpiræ, 
Which others by Philoſophy acquire: 
All Things content a Fool, and nothing cloys, 
Which they define the height of human Joys: 
He driv'ling on the Shore ſecure can be, 
And view unmov'd the Tempeſts of the Sea. 
No formidable News can him alarm; 
He is at Peace, tho all the World does Arm; 
From all Misfortunes has a ſure Defence; 
His S$ku//'s impregnable for want of Senſe; 
His Paſſion's guiet, and his Mind /edate ; 
Nothing provokes his Ey or his Hate: 
He unconcern'd can ſtand with Laughing Eyes, 
And ſee unworthy Men to Honour riſe. 
Fortune, a ſordid Piece of Earth refines, 
And from a Dunghil drawn the Meteor ſhines : 
The Up/tart's Inſalence none will endure ; 
His Soul's as narrow, as his Birth's obſcure: 
Under the Mask a Fury's Face does ſhow, 
'Tho' for the Conſulate bows humbly low: 
His Vill without his Reaſon does command; 
Thunder*s too weighty for a Vulgar Hand. 
When he is freed from Books, laborious Toll ! 
He does not ſpend his Time, nor waſte his Oil, 
Impair his Colour, or conſume his Strength, 
Or grow too ſubtle for himſelf at length; 
F'er he has travel'd half the Way, he's Dead, 
The very Fineneſs of it breaks the Thread. 
The Turks allow all dots a Shrine; 
They think in FoLLy ſomething is Divine; 
Their Actions ſtill an equal Tenor Keep, 
No frightful Images afflict their Sleep. 
Their Guardian-Angels Kill ſuch care do take, 
Their Innocence — — them when awake. 


This 


( iii ) 

This great Advantage they are happy in, 

They want the brisk Capacity to fin, 
Sometimes a Vice they blunder on by Chance, 
But all their Faults are thoſe of Jgnorance. 
Beſides, a Changeling is no Hypocrite, 

For what he is, he ſhews you at firlt Sight; 
Whilſt others do their Native, ſelves diſguiſe 
Only by the Pretence of being Viſe: 

Of Criticks they aſſume the jurly State, 

And cenſure thoſe they cannot imitate. 

Like puff'd up Bladders they of Wind are full, 
And hide with Gravity their being dull. 

Tho' they with Scorn the World would ridicule, 
Yet the Afedted Wiſe-One is the Fool. 


Still my Digreſſion, Sir, returns to you, 
To give that Character which is your due; 
And this impartially I can beſtow, 

The Author by his Work I only know. 

So that, if what I find I muſt commend, 
"Tis done without being biaſs'd as his Friend. 
Tis not your Pride, your Folly, or your Fate, 
That makes you chuſe Eraſmus to Tranſlate. 
It with ſuch Verſions you the World delight, 
You can oblige it equally, and Write : 


Tho” here you have as much true Judgment flic wa, 


As if it had entirely been your own. 

This way of Writing once was thought a Vice, 
But now the Touches of it are ſo Nice, 

That tho' this pleaſing Province would adorn, 
Not Made, but he on purpoſe muſt be Born. 
Some {port all Subjects which 3 upon, 
As Paint will ſpoil the beſt Complexion: 


(iv 
'So Highway Beggars others Children hire, | 
With ruddy Looks, and all their Limbs entire; 


25 


Till they induſtriouſly are Cripples made, 
Thus to promote the canting Gypſies Trade. 
Things that are delicate, foul - Hands will flain, 
But from your Pen, all Subjects Luſtre gain. 
Romans in France have gain'd ſuch high Renown, 
Their Works are naturaliz'd, and made their own. 
Ingenious 4 Ablancour firſt led the Van, 

With his juſt Verſion of great Lucian; 

Thus Copied by a skilful Hand we fee 

The Ancient Droll in Modern Railery 
A double Honour is to Boileau due, 
Who is both Writer and Tran/[ator too: 

He choſe the Nobleſt Author of his Time, 
And, like Longinus, Boileau is $fublime. - 

By reading your Tranſlation we can tell 

How much in their own Way we them excel, 
Our Learned Athens lately has brought forth 
Men hardly to be equal'd for their Worth. 
Lucretius now is to Perfection brought, 

Which all Men dreaded in the very Thought; 
Our fruitful Mother hath herſelf outdone 

In Teeming with fo exellent a Son : * 

Of ours the Admiration does engage, 

And the Applauſes, of the future Age : 

Va with the Softneſs of your Art beguile, 
And teach the rigid Stoict how to {mile : 

The Humour of the Work you hit fo true, 

'That Comical Eraſmus breathes in you. 

We ſee the Spirit, of the Author ſhine 


* 
* 


„* 


In every Page, in every pleaſant Line. 
e CREECH. 


1 (v) 

What Fruits will not your Age maturely bring, 

So fertile, if ſo 1 your dpring | 

The rifing Sun ſhoots forth a previous Ray, 

Engaging to ſhine brightly all the Day. 

Your Talents, Sir, have made you jaflly fit 

Thus to transfuſe this Noble Piece of Wit, 

Who have your ſelf / great a Share of it. | 
| | M. Moxcan. 


* 


* 8 Fn 1 


_ * — * —_ — 


To his Ingenious Friend, the Trans 
LATOR, | | 


Here's not a Blade of Honour in the Town, 

But if you Chance to term him Fool or Clown, 
Straight Satizfa#ion cries, and then with ſpeed © 
The Time, the Place, and Rapiers Length's decreed. 
Prodigious Fops, I'll ſwear, who can't agree 
To be call'd wha?'s their Happineſs to be : 
Bleſt 1deots / * 
You in an humble Sphere ſecurely move,  *? 
And there the Sweets of a ſafe Dulueſi prove, 
Nor envy the proud Heights of thoſe. who range 


above. 
FoLLy, ſure Friend of a miſeuided Will,” — © 
Afords a kind Excuſe for deing 1!!; 


And to the peaceful Breaſt wherein ſhe lives, 
The eaſieſt, trueſt Taſte of Pleaſure gives: 


Whilſt 1W:/aox's Patron with diſcreet Alloy, 
Palls his Delights, and deadens all his Joy: 


Nought more than this does evidence the Love, f 
Or more inſures the Care ↄf Powers above, 
this 7 b Heaven 


* 


* 
\ 


__- 
Heaven ſtill beſtows on thoſe it does de/piſt = 
'The creditable P of being #7/c. 5 
And Socrates, that Frudent, Thinking Tol, 
Had the Gods lik'd him, would have prov'd a Noel. 
Methinks our Asthor, when without a Flaw, © 
The Graces of his Miſtreſi he does draw, 

Wiſhes (if Metemp be true, 

And do change their Caſe, and act anew) 

In the next Life he only might aſpire 

To the few Brains of ſome Squirt, 
Whoſe Head with ſuch like Rudiments is fraught, 
in his Youth: his careſul Grannum taught, 


. (dear Friend) how ſhall we to thy 


row 
Pay all thoſe Lawrels which we juſtly owe ? 
For thou freſh Honours to the Work duſt bring, 
And to the Theme: Nor ſeems that pleaſing thing, 
Which he ſo well in Latin has expreſs d, 
Leſs Comical in Engh/ Garments dreſs'd ; 
Thy Sentences are all ſo clearly wrought, 
And ſo exactly plac'd, is every Thought, 
'That, which is more oblig'd, we {carce can ſee 
The Subject by thy Author, or himſelf by thee. 


— 
ä * „— * — 
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On this Tranllatiom, ſpoke in tbe Perſon 
| of FOLLY. 
TYVIance: Away, ven ſullen, fleepiſh Souls, 
Whol brooding Thooghts faabvays hatching 
| . | yg £5 You 


Y 
N 
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A 


(vi) 

You Tub. Philoſophers, whoſe croaking Brains 
Make Earth as Helliſh as the 8 * z 
Your uncouth, lowring Grimace becomes | 
Your ſtupid Mufings when you're at your Homes. 
= nfernal Viſage — 7 "A 1 

ere all are to 0 . F 
Veil then or vaniſh, 2 dies pear, 
And leave «s Fool, to our here. 


My thund'ring Mandates havi Rant the Air, 
The Gods ting, and the Po ge clear, 
J thus attempt my Grandeur to extol, | 
Acting my own Encomiaft in a Droll: 

Pll make deſcriptive Gloſſes on a Straw, 

And toſs the World to a Tarantula. 


Thus, long bleſs'd Herd, have I with Patience ſeen 
Minerva taking Place of mins 
That curs'd Frage, whoſe officious Spies | 
Have watch'd you out of all your Libravies : 

Her Devotees, a baſe, degenerous Brood, 
Like waſpiſh Inſects (warm, and bus abroad. 
Theſe with untuly Infolence have made 
Injurious Inroads on thoſe Rights I had ; 
ey fetter Souls With Magifterial Rage, 

And lecture Freemen into V ales ; 
Nay, by the Cirumwventions of Diſpute, 
They'll prove my Chaſtity a Proftitute. 
Thus in — and Pride, 
They're Rong: themſelves, but make all Slaves beſide: 
And ſhall theſe Rebels thus uſurp it on? | 
No, their Dogmatick Tyranny ſhall down. 

T 

W - 


(vii) 
Inſtead of Problems, Schemes, Compendium, Rules, 
Thoſe Execution Exgines of the Schools, 


J, with my Pifures, Puppets, Ditvarfs and Apes, 


Maſques, Mermades, Interludes, and Antici Sbapen, 
Will mount the Stage, ridiculouſly Fine, . 
In all the Colours of an Indian Quz un, ® 
Which Magazine of Rarities preſents 

A Gallimaufry of Divertiſements ; 
For, beautified by Art, or Nature's Dreſs, \ 
Tbey all enamour by their Prettineſs, 


. While the admiring Croud, with captive Eyes, 


Do Proſelyte themſelves to Votaries. 


In early Days, when Men, unus'd to Rules, 
Commenc'd by Natural Inſtalment Fools z + 
When ſacred Ignorance its Umbrage ſpread, 
And all ſat cool and quiet in the Shade: 
So long the Province of my Reign did know 
No other Rounds than Earth and Heaven do. 


But, when the Wot goo light, and hot at Noon, 


And Dog-flar Wit all a Torrid Zone, 

Then 2ueſtions aroſe, Men who would know 

Why Things were thus and thus, and awhy not /o: 
Theſe pert, and reſtleſs, ſtarted Scruples ſtill, | 
Painful to ſtate, but worſe to reconcile ; 

Yet well reſolv'd by one diſdainful Smile; 

Which hot-brain'd' Tribe, uneaſy and moroſe, 


Made all the World an Ingaifition-hou/e. - 


But now my Crown ſhall be reſtor'd ang, 
And falſe Pretenders ſhall confeſs the True ; 
Their long «/urp'd Dominion ſhall decline, 
And die into 25 Eftabh/oment of mine. Now 


= Alluding to a Play under that Title, written by 
Sir Robert 8 


— Deſcription 
our Hema, —— for want of 1 
into Sediments 


n E Pledges of my conſtant Care? 
Miſt - Lethe-Dews ſhall fall 
In cool refreſhing Opiates on all; 
As Lands of Spices, an a fragrant Air, 
Diſperſe and ſcatter their Perfumes afar, 
With equal Frankneſs, and with greater Love, 
I'll ſhower down my Bleſun 12 above. * 
That peaceful Days may ſtill my Reign await, 
I'll give the God of War an 
Your Starch'd, 1 e — t conclude 
IA private Quarrel, but wi . 11 
"a Vo kind Fools are naturally 
I To all the Means and Mi 7; __ 
I And thus T lay all Diſcords Gat pc 
; From being really or reputed Wiſe. 
Let not the Fo/ Heir, who revels on, 
Unrav'ling Father's Thrift had ſpun, » 
. for oy, n Hes, 
t penurious , cies : | 
PII keep 5 Sire ſo doating, he ſhall ne er 
Im — this, or chuſe another Heir. 
Thus with a Prixcely Care will I contrive 


To = ” Rights and * Nee. 


f 
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R 


ap gui, bun 
And prove that nome but Js 
Tho' no.] yewll ern their Y 


— 3 „ 
Add hugh their "Rraſoxings out 


— ts 1 

You'll ſee the Fruit and Influente of Bobs, Z 

And ne'er deſire tu be made 'Greatby-Srocks, 

Admondd thus, and dancw: 1 

Of Freedom, Peace, my Protection too, 

Puſh your Carter with an advancing Haſte, 

Let one Day's Joy exceed all Ages — 

With Frolicks drain your Souls bf all their Earth, 

Ne'er 1 but Laugh, and Breathe no Air ans 
I 

And now farewel, I muſt with ſpeed away, 

The Buxom Gods 6-4. yon to Day; 

And all their. Jollity ſoon conclude, 

If I dont come and att an Interlude: 

They vote me ſtill the Prolocutor's Chair, 

Beſides, I um to args thi e chere. 


_—_— IIS 22 2 a e —— "EI. » ge — 


Upon the following Tranſlation. | 


Ince awkard Follyis ſo neatly drawn, + v 11h 
And all its Charms in Natedneſe are thown 3. 
Since barren Wiſdom unattended fs, 
And no Neſpect, and few Encomiums, meets, 
Too poor to an r of Wits; 
Bleſt is the Man, the thickeſt Scull, 
The grinning, harden'd and undaunted Foal. 
Bleſt are the Dutch, who this their Idol prize, 
And wiſely fall its humble Votaries. 


Their 


85 esd e 
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(i ) 
Tones Ry” Sn 


To th' W j- # yew — 
And in great 


[Aves wie bi 
But, tho Fee 1-6 living ales Van OF TM — 8 
By being dead. they Fea wo Crd "HE 
In Epitaph ſome Handred Pounds are ſpent,  . 
And every Fool hath then a Manuel. 
Loves in Phyfck:Tra4: would often — 

Opr any Sickneſs, and the wuerf Di 
Hither their vaſt dall Commentators 
And ſhew that Goſpellers ſometimes may al. 
In Waters bred. they Juundations drew, 
And load all Nations with a Delyge too. 
Happy, then happy, muſt our Iſland be, 
With Parſons Rock's, and Dauucb - Divinity : 
Yet theſe our wiſe, miſtaken Croud deſire, | 
And all, that from Beyond-Sea come, admire, 
To our fine Ladies Paris thus -unlades 
Its Ribbons, Footmen, and its Chamber- maids 


The French indeed have often broke the "Lao 7 


But Faſhions and Romance do as leſs. 

For no Man now ſecurely lives at 9 : 

The Tarks and Dutch.invade our Chriftendom.  « 

In Native Soil their Dulneſs ſafe may reſt, 

But why ſhould they their Nei 1 ? 

To Holland, Gaor ius by » alt was 

Sure that Man Nature for our Eng/and meant. 

Their Worlds in all Things Qill muſt us obey, 

As Lords and Sovereigns, by Land and Sea. 

De Wit, Trump, Ruyter, eaſily we beat; | 
That 


Labs & from ours do nat rally retreat, 


only is unconguer A yet. 


* 


— 
_—_— 


OS. ,....; oe 
De res 

en u Og 
His Youthful Merry Style attones for allt 


Their Clumfineſs, à Sin that's National. © 
In Comick Dreſs he gravely preaches Senſe, 
Directs, and jeers, and chides his Audience. 


Oer Thoughts profound Mirth dances all the Way, 


Like the Sun-beams which on deep Waters play. 
Henceforth I all laborious Trifles flight, © © 


Thy Works can teach to talk; and how to write. 


Ceaſe then, ye Sots, that us in ſpight of Fate, 
By damn'd Buffoonery, would imitate. | 
You, who by Tavern-Jeſts a Fame would get, 
And feed upon the Excrements of Wit; 

To raiſe up Mirth who baſely rob the Crowd, 
Sing nobly out of Tune, and laugh aloud. 

This from Era/mus Ghoſt much Pity drew); 

He comes our Iſland to inform anew. 

Methinks his Ship-upon the Thames appears, 
Proud of the Weight and Learning which it bears. 
The Multitude on th! Banks do out their Joys; 
To greet his Friend, een Reverend More does riſe, 
The Standard is ſet up, the Cannons roar, 

And all Eraſmxs welcome to our Eng/i Shore. 


[ 
"8 


2 « | +#'s 5 
Oxer, Sept. 20, 1683, 
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On the - Ain, and Deen 1 the 7 | 
g Oration. | 


Hateꝰer the Modern Satires of the 

To jirk the Failures of a fliding Age, | 
Have laviſhly expos'd to-publick View. 
For a Diſcharge to all from — 4 — 
Here, in as lively Colours, Naked 
With equal Wit, and much mere 

Thoſe Paets, with their free Adee 42 — 

Strip Vice ſo near to its uncomely Parts 
Their Libels prove but Leſſons, and they teach- -- 
Thoſe yery Crimes, which they —_ tim „ 
While — ſo wholſome al, d tho 1 

So * free, yet ſo reſoly'dly 

9 in — mg mary; — ol 

, or hear, when Blood at higheſt flows. 

Ny more E — Bluſhes then ariſe, 
Than while — Matron does adviſe 
To guard her Virtue and her Honour prize. 


Satire and Panegyrick, diſtant 1 
Yet jeintly here they both in one a | 
'The Whole's a Sacxibce of Salt and. 170 
So does the Humour of the — | 
To chafe the Touch, and ſo foment ___ 
As Dodrine-dandling Preachers lull aſleep 
Their unattentive, pent-up—— Fold of Sheep ; 
The opiated Milk glues up the Brain, 
And Babes of Grace are in their Cradles lain; 
While-mounted Harlequin, obſcene and loud, 
3 alarms the drowſie Crowd 3 


\ 
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WE'D 
"Whoſe giddy Ears are prick'd as bolt upright, 
As Hairs erect, oecaſiomd by a _Frightz 
So does it fare with croaking Spawns &th' Preſs, 


The Subject's Mould ne'er alters the Succeſs ; 


What's ſerious, like Sleep, 7 3 of Eaſe, 
Satire and Nidicule can on 
As if no other Animals 
But biting Badgers, or the {nick I 5 - 
| FOLLY by Trow's commended here, 
Sooth'd, that hey Wealcneſs may the more appear. 
Thus Fook, who deck'd in Red and Nb ſhine, 
Are made believe that they are wondrous fine, ; 
When all's a Plot expoſe them by Deſign. 
The of FOLLY here are ftrown, 
Like Pebbles, not » but trample on. 


Thus Spartaxs laid drunken Slaves before 
'The Boys, to ot —— — —— — * 


Not that the t os 
To taſte — . 
But wonder thus at Men, A. by to Oak; 


And that theſe Enchantments might eſcape,  - 
ko renown the Devil of the rv 


Thos TOL E Speaker be, and Argumpne, * 
. the Tongue, enn the 


A Pre- 


1 Papratory EPISTLE | 
FROM 


2 * A S M U 8 


To. 
Sir THO. MORE. 


a Ty late Travels from Italy into 


632 Enzland, ae F hag 
> — ay my Time = 


pertinent to imply my T houghts in 
n 0 calling 10 
wel 7 e bp 53 
5 . I bad here 
I be among whom (Dear IN 
as the Obief . "= 
— "ba, abſent at this Diffance, 


, Carp le = / wer 
while. 


( ws). 


while preſent to enjoy your more intimate Con- 
werſation.; which laſt afforded. me the greateſt 
Satisfaction I could poſſubly hope for. Having 
therefore reſolved to be a doing, and deemi 

that Time improper for any ſerious Concerns, 

thought good to divert myſelf with drawing up 
a Panegyrick upon Folly. How ! What Mag- 


get ſay you put this in your Head? Why, the 
firſt Hint (Sir) was your, own Sirname of 


More, which comes as near the literal Sound 
the * Word, as you yourſelf are diſtant from 


the Signification it; and that in all Mens 


Fudgments is vaſtly wide. In the next place, 
1 ſuppoſed that this kind of ſporting Wit would 
be by you more eſpecially accepted of, by you (Sir) 
that are wont with that ſort. of jocoſe Raillery, 
( fuch as (if I miſtake net) is nather dull nor 
impertinent) to be mightily pleaſed, and in your 
ordinary * Converſe to approve yourſelf Demo- 
critus Junior For truly, as you do from a fin- 
gular Vein of Wit very much diſſent. from the 
common Herd of Mankind ; fo by an a 
ability and Pliableneſs of Temper. you hau 
e-Art ſuiting your Humaur with all forts of 
Companies. I hope therefore, you will not on 


' readily. accept of this rude Eſſay as a Taten 


from your Friend, but take it under your more 


immediate Protection, as being Dedicated to you, 
— 4 W — 1 * 
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(i) | 
and by that Title adopted for yours, rather 
than to be fathered at my own. And it is 4 
Chance if © there be wanting ſome quarrelſome 
Perfons that will fhew their 1 eeth, and pretend 
theſe Fooleries are either too Buffoon-like for a. 
grave Divine, er tos Satyrical for a meet Chri- 
ſtian, and fo will exclaim againſt me as if I 
were vamping up ſome old Farce, or afted anno 
the Lucian again with a peeviſh Snarling at all 
Things, But thoſe who are 23 at the 
— and Pedantry of this Subject, I would 
have them conſider that I do not ſet myſelf for 
the ff Example of this kind, but that the 


fame has been oft dime by many conſiderable Au- 


thors. For thus ſeveral Ages ſince Homer wrote 
of no more weighty a Subject than of a War be- 
tween the Frogs and Mice; Virgil of a Gnat 
and a Pudding-Cake; and Ovid of Nut. 
Polycrates commended the Cruelty of Buſfiris ; 
and Iſocrates, that correfts him for this, did as 
much for the Injuſtice Glaucus. Favorinus 
extolPd T hirſites, and wrote in Praiſe of a 
Quartan Ague. Synefjus pleaded in behalf 7 
Baldneſs Aud Lucian defended a Stipping- Hy. 
Seneca drollingly related the Deifying of Clau- 
us; Plutarch the Dialogue betwixt Gryllus 
nd Ulyſſes; Lucian and Apuleius the Story of 
n Aſs; aud Some-body elſe Records the laſt 
Vill of a Hog, of which St. Hierom mates 
waiien, So that if they pleaſe, lei — 
C think 


(ir) 
think the worſt of me, Ba fancy. to themſeluet, 
that I were all this while a playing at Puſh-pin, 
or riding aſtride on a Habhy-horſe. For how 
unjuſt is it, if when we allaw, different Recrea- 
tions to each particular Courſe of Life, we af- 
ferd no Drverſion to Studies; eſpecially when 
Tr may be a I bet to more ſerious Thoughts, 
and comical Matters may be ſo treated of, as 
that a Reader of ordinary 75 may poſſibly 
thence reap more Aduantage than from ſome 
more big and ſtately Argument As while one 
in a long-winded Oration deſcants in Commenda- 
tion of Rhetorick or Philoſophy : another in a 
fulſome Harangue ſets forth the Praiſe of his 
Nation; a third makes a zealous Invitation ts 
a Holy War with the Turks; another confi- 
ently ſets up for a Fortune: teller; and a Afi 
' flates Dueſftions upon mere Impertinences. t 
as nothing is more Childiſh than to handle a ſe- 
ricus Subject in a loſe, wanton Style; ſa is there 
wothing more pleaſant than ſo to treat of T rifles, 
as to make them ſeem nothing leſs than what 
their Name imports, As ta what relates to my 
ſell, I muſt be fore d to ſubmit to the Judgment 
of others ; yet except I am too partial tobe Fudge 
in my own Caſe, I am apt to believe have 
praifed Folly in ſuch a manner as not te have 
deſerved the Name of a Fool for my Pains. 
To reply new to the Obection of Satyricalneſs, 
IFits bave been always allawed. this * 

tha? 


formal 


* * 
A 


- () ; 4 
that they might be ſmart upon any Tranſafjons 

of Life, if fo be their Liberty did not extend ta 
Railing ; which makes me wonder at the tender- 
card Humour of this Age, which will admit of 
no —_ without the Prefatory Repetition of all 


itles z nay, you may find ſome ſo pre- 
pofterouſy devout, that they will ſooner wink at 
the greateſt Aﬀronts again tur Saviour, than 
be content that a Prince, or a Pope, ſhould be 
nettled with the 4 Toke or Gird; eſpecially 
in what relates to their ordinary Cuſtoms, 

be who ſo blames Mens Irregularities, as to laſh 
at no one particular Perſon by Name, daes he 
(1 ſay) ſeem to carp ſo properly as to teach and 
inſtruct? And if ſo, am I concerned to 
make any further Excuſe Beſide, he, who in 
bis Striftures points indifferently at all, ſeems 
not angry at one Man, but all Vices. 

Therefore if any ſingly complain, they are par- 
ticularly reflected upon, they do but betray their 
own Guilt, at leaſt their Cowardice. St. Hierom 
dealt in the ſame Argument at a much freer and 
ſharper Rate; nay, and he did nat ſometimes re- 


fram from naming the Perſons : Ii hercas I have 


not only ftifled the mentioning any one Perſon, 
but have jo tempered my Style, as the ingenicus 
Reader will eaſily perceive I aimed at Diver- 
fion rather than Satire. Neither did J ſ% far 
imitate Juvenal, as to rake into the Sink of 
Laces to procure a Laughter, rather than create 

| a hearty 
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(vi) . 

a hearty Abhorrence. IF there be any ' one that 

ter all remains yet unſatisfied, let bim at leaſt 
conſider that there may be good Uſe made of be- 
ing reprehended by Folly, which fince we have 
feigned as ſpeaking, we muſt heep up that Cha- 
rafter whrch is ſuttable to the Perſon intro- 
duced. 4 

But why do I trouble you (Sir) with this 
needleſs Apology, you that are ſo peculiar a Pa- 
tron, as though the Cauſe itſelf be none of the 
bels, you can at the leaſt give it the ben Pro- 


te, Farewel. 
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yet it is from, ny Influence alone LAT 
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their Countenances were gilded o'er with a live- 
Iy ſparkling Pleaſantneſs: You'foon welcomed 
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A PANEGYRICK ' 
Lty: Of which this may be urged as a-convin- 


k before this numerous Aſſembly," all 


me with ſo encouraging a Look, you ſpurr d 
me on with ſo cheerful a Hum, that truly in 
all Appearance you ſeem now fluſh'd with a 
good Doſe of reviving Nectar, hen as juſt he- 
fore you fate drowſy and melancholy, as if you 
were lately come out of ſome Hermit's Cell. 
But as it is uſual, that as ſoon as the Sun peeps 
from its Eaſtern Bed, and draws back the 
Curtains of the darkſome Night; or as when 
after a hard Winter the reſtorative Spring 
breathes a more enlivening Air, Nature forth- |  - 
wi es her Apparel, and all things ſeem f| ten 
rene ir Age; ſo at che firſt Sight of me I pra 
you all ent and appear in more lively Co- if t 
That therefore which expert Orators | wt: 
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can ſcarce effect by i ce Us NeBof the 
Eloquence, to whe” the Attentions of aft 
Pope Bib dos of Thought; 


No '6. hy On; fo, 3 commanded. 
The Reaſon why T appear in this odd Kind of | -- 

„r, if for o this 
Fort a white by will have but this "Tens don 


not ſuch an one wh 
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banks, Buffoons, and Merry-Andrews ; in ſhort, 
ſuch as were formerly faſtned to Adidas, as a 
Puniſhment for his Aſfront to the God Pan. 
For I am now in a Humour to act awhile the 
Sephiſt; yet not of that Sort who undertake the 
Drudgery of panning over School-Boys, and 
teach a more than Womaniſh Knack of Braw- 
ling; but in Imitation of thoſe Ancient Ones, 

who: to avoid the ſcandalous of ike 
preferr'd this Title of Sophifs; the Task of 
theſe was to celebrate the Worth of Gods and 
Heroes. Prepare therefore to be entertained 


pon 

Arp here I value not their Cendure that pre- 
tend it is foppiſh and affected for any Perſon to 
praiſe himſelf; Yet let it be as fill as they pleaſe, 


it they will but allow it : And indeed. 
what is more befitting than that Felly ſhould be 
the Trumpet of her own Praiſe, and Dance 
after. her own Pipe? For who can ſet me forth 
better than my. ſelf? Or who can pretend to 
eee Condition? 

Ap pet farther I may fafely urge, that all 
this is no more. than the fame with what is 
done by ſeveral ſeemingly Great and Wiſe Men, 
who with a new faſhion'd Modeſty employ. 
ſome paltry. Orator or ſcri Poet, whons” 
ey == rms x ae 
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Character, that ſhall conſiſt of mere Lies and 
Shams: And yet the Perſons thus extoll'd ſhall 
briftle up, and Peacock like beſpread their 
Plumes, while the impudent Paraſite magnifies 
the poor Wretch to the Skies, and propoſes him 
as a compleat Pattern of all Virties,: from each 
of which he is yet as far diſtant as Heaven it- 
felf from Hell: What's all this in the mean 
while, but the tricking up a Daw in ſtoln Fea- 
5, 4 labouring to change the Black-moor's 
ue, and the drawing on a Prgmy's F rock over 
Shoulders of a Giant. 
LAST LI, I verify the old Obſervation, that 
allows him a Right of praiſing himſelf who has 
no body elſe to do it for him: For really I can- 
not but admire at that Ingratitude, ſhall I term 
it, or Blockiſhneſs" of Mankind, Who when 
| they all willingly pay to me their utmoſt De- 
voir, and freely acknowledge their reſpective 
Obligations ; that notwithſtanding this, there 
ſhould have been none ſo orhveful or complai- 
| fant as to have beſtowed on me a Cmmenda- 
tory Oration, 3 when there have not 
been wanti as, at a great Expence of 
Sweat, and wes Fo op of Sleep, have in elaborate 
Speeches given high Encomiums to Tyrants, 
Agues, Flies, Baldneſs, ws: ſuch * Tren 
ries, 
I nar entertain Des with a haſty and 
: e much the more natural, 
! 1 Diſcourſe. 
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Diſcourſe. My venting it Ronny would 
not have you think proceeds from any Prin- 
ciples of V by which ordinary Ora- 
tors ſquare their Attempts, who (as it is eaſy to 
5 |} obſerve) when they are delivered of a Speech 
u that has been Thirty Years a conceiving, nay, | 
h perhaps at laſt none of their own, yet they'll 


& | ſwear wrote it in a great Hurry, and up- 
n on very ſhort Warning: Whereas the Reaſon 
„ | of my not being provided beforehand is only 
I becauſe it was always my Humour conſtantly 
er to beat that which li Uppermoſt. Next, let 

no one be ſo fond as to imagine that I ſhould; 
at ſo far ſtint my Invention to the Method of o- 
2 r 
my Subject, i. e. m it is equally. ha- 
— W a FE ber within 
the narrow Limits of a Definition,. whoſe Na- 
ture is of fo diffuſive an Extent, or to 
and disjoin that, to the Adoration whereof all - 
Nations unitedly concur. Beſide, to what Pur- 
poſe is it to lay. down a Definition for a faint 
Reſemblance and mere Shadow of me, while 
appearing here Perſonally you may view. me at 
a more certain Light? Aid ifoyous Eyeſight 


fail not, you may at firſt Bluſh diſcern me to- 

be her m che Greeks term Magia, the L- 
os tins duale + 
* Bur N N ande 
tl, u to have you this, as if my very Looks dick © | 


not 


. 11 
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not betray what I am or ſuppoſing. 
any be Lecken to ike me tor e ge 
Matron or Goddeſs of Wiſdom, [FI 6. II.] 
as if a fingle Glance from me would not imme- 
diately correct their. Miſtake, while my Viſage, 
the exact Reflex of my Soul, wauld fupply and 
ſuperſede the Trouble of any other Confeſſions: 
Fer tur bing in coy nd and 
„ and never let my Face pre- 
— one thing and my Heart concral another: 
N thirig; Lamfdagie my Prin- 
ciples, that I cannot be ſo much as counterfeited, : 
even by thoſe h⁰ challenge the Name of Hts, 
yet indeed art naa better than Jackanapes's,trick'd 
up in gawdy' Claaths, and: Mes ſtrutting in I. i- 
r nd ſoe er they carry it, 
their long Zart FI. II J appear and betray 
what they are. Theſe in troth are very rude 
and diſimgenuous; for while they VIS 
long to my Party, 1 
are ſo aſhamed of my Relations, 
in nr 
Wherefore ſince they are fo eager to be acoun- 
ted Wiſe, when in truth they are extreamly. 
Siih, what if to give them their due I du 
them with the Title of Viſe Fuuls: And bere- 
in they copy after the Example of ſome mo- 
dern Orators, who fwell to that Proportion of 
Conceitzdneſs, as to vaunt themſelves for fo ma- 
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UPON FOLLY... 7 
tongu'd Fluency they can plead knit 
for either Side; and deem it a very doughty 
Exploit, if they can but interlard a Latin Sen- 
tence with ſome Greek Word, which for ſcem- 
ing Garniſh they croud in at a venture; and 
rather: than be at a Stand for fome cramp 
Words, they'll furniſh up a long Scroul of old 
obſolete Terms out of ſome - muſty Author, 
and foiſt them m, to amuſe the Reader with, 
that thoſe who' underſtand them may be tickled 
with the Happineſs of being acquainted with 
them, and thoſe who underſtand them not, the 
leſs they know the more they may admire :: 
Whereas it has been always a Cuſtom td thoſe 
of our Side to contemn bot reared 
ver is ſtrange and unufual, while thoſe. that are 
better conceited of themſelves will nod and 
ſmile, and prick up their Ears, that they may 
be thought cafily to apprehend that, of which 
perhaps they do not underſtand one Words 
And ſo much for this; n 


now | return. 

OF my Name I have informed you, 48 
wht Additional Epithet to give you I know: 
not, except you'll be content with that af de? 
Faaliſb; for under what more proper Appellati- 
on. can the Goddeſs Folly greet her Devotees # 
But fince there are few a with my Fas 
mily and Original, er 
F 144 
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 FrrsT then, my Father was neither the 
Chaos, nor Hell, nor Saturn, nor Fupiter, nor 
any of thoſe old, worn out, Grandſire Gods; 


but Plutus, the very ſame that, maugre Ho- 


mer, Heſiod, nay, in ſpight of Joue himſelf, 
was the primary Father of the Univerſe: At 
whoſe alone Beck, for all Ages, Religion and 
Civil Policy have been ſucceſſively undermi- 


ned and re-eſtabliſhed ; by whoſe powerful In- 


fluence War, Peace, Empire, Debates, Juſ- 
tice, Magiſtracy, Marriage, - Leagues, Com- 
pats, Laws, Arts, (I've almoſt run myſelf 
out of Breath, but) in a word, all Affairs of 
Church and State, and Buſineſs of private Con- 
cern, are ſeverally ordered and adminiſtred ;. 
without whoſe Aſſiſtance all the Poets Gang of 
Deities, nay, I may be fo bold as to ſay the ve- 
ry Major-domo's of Heaven, would either dwin- 
dle into nothing, or at leaſt be confined to their 
reſpective Homes, without any Ceremonies of. 
Devotional. Addreſs: Whom he combats with 


as an Enemy nothing can be Armour-proof a- 


gainſt his Aſſaults; and whoſoever he ſides with 


as a Friend, may grapple at even hand with 
Jove, and all his Bolts. Of ſuch a Father I 
may well brag; and he. t me, not of his 
Brain, as Jupiter did the Pallas, but of a 
pretty young Nymph, fam'd for Wit no lefs 
than 3 And this Feat was not done a- 
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| UPON FOLLY. 9 
but what gave a greater Guſt to the Pleaſure? 
it was done at a fe n Bout, as we may modeſt” 
ly phraſe it, But to prevent your miſtaking 
me, I would have underſtand that my Fa- 
ther was not that Plutus in Ariſlaphanes, Old, 
Dry, Withered, Sapleſs and Blind; but the 
ſame in his Younger and Brisker Days, and 
when his Veins were more impregnated, and 
. | the Heat of his Youth ſomewhat higher infla- 
med by a chirping Cup of Nectar, which for a 
ir | whet to his Luſt he had juſt before drank very 
„ | freely of at a Merry-meeting of the Gods, 
And now preſuming you may be inquiſitive af- 
ter my Birth-place (the Quality of the Place 
of | we are Born in, being now look'd upon as a 
main Ingredient of Gentility) I were Born 
neither in the floating Delos, nor on the frothy 
Sea, nor in any of theſe Privacies, where too 
of | forward Mothers are wont to retire for an un- 
th | diſcovered Delivery ; but in the Fortune Iſlands, 
where all Things grow without the Toil of 
Husbandry, wherein there is no Drudgery, no 
th | Piſtempers, no Old Age, where in the F jelds 
1 grow no Daffadillies, Mallows, Onions, Peaſe, 
ig | Beans, or ſuch kind of Traſh ; but there give 
equal Divertiſement to our Sight and Smelling, 
hf Rue, All-heal, Bugloſs, Marjoram, Herb of 
Life, Roſes, Violets, Hyacinth, and ſuch like 
ks Fragrances as perfume the Gardens of Adonis.” 
ul And being Born amongſt theſe Delights, I did 

2 w + not, 


7 OY 3 vo. "9.9 


1 


i A PANEGYRICK 


not, like other Infants, come crying into the 
World, but perk'd up, and laugh'd immediate- 
ly in my Mother's Face. And there is no Rea- 
ſon I ſhould Envy Fove for havinga FIG. IV.] 
Bo _ f urſe, ſince T — x more cre- 

itably /uckled wo joll mphs; the 
Name k the ul e. — of Bac- 
chus's Off-ſpring, the other, Ignerance, the 
Daughter of Pan; both which you may here, 
behold among ſeveral others of my Train and 
Attendants, whoſe particular Names, if = 
would fain know, T'll give you in ſhort. This, 
WhO with a mincing and holds up 
her Head ſo high, is S2f-lave.. She, that looks 
ſo - gi and makes ſuch a Noiſe, and Buſtle, 
is Flattery. That other, which fits hum- drum, 
as if ſhe were half aſleep, is call'd Forgetfulneſs.. 


She, that leans on her Elbow, and ſometimes 


Jawningly ſtretches out her Arms, is Lazineſs. 
his, that wears a plighted Garland of Flow- 
ers, and ſmells ſo-Perfumed, is Pleaſure. The 
other, which appears in fo ſmooth, a Skin, and 
pampered-up Fleſh, is Senfuality, She, that 
ſtares fo wildly, and rouls about her Eyes, is 
Madneſs. As to thoſe two Gods whom you 
ſee playing among the Laſſes, the Name of the 
one is Intemperance, the other Sound Sleep. 
By the Help and Service of this Retinue I bring 
Things under the Verge of my Power, lord- 
ing it over the greateſt Kings wad Patents... 
: N | QU 


— 
== 
— 
— 
— — 
— 
— 
— — 
—— — 
— — 
— 
— 
== 
— 
== 
— 
DS 
— 


—— 


Kh 


11.6 | 90 | þ 4 li mol! 
| | i; lit #610 0 ih! mh: | 
N | 1060 Wi 10 LA 1 % | 
Tt KAY 1 e 
nnn WMA W U. MM! 
| ly Me fi 10 Ul in Ris | 


ee M! 


— 
— 


— — 
— — 
a — — 
— —— 
— — 
— 
— — 


'" . " 


| 130 


— 
—  —_ 


Wl! 
We 
TH 

AI 
Wl 


ona 


— — 


— 


5 


0 


0 


UPON FOLLY. Tt 
Fo haye now heard of my Deſcent, my 
Education, and my Attendance ; that I may 
not be taxed as preſumptuous in borrowing the 
Title of a Geddeſt, I come now in the next 
place to acquaint you what obliging Favours I 
every-where beſtow, and how largely my Ju- 
riſdiction extends: For if, as one has ingenu- 
ouſly noted, to be a God is no other than to be 
a Benefactor to Mankind; and if they have 
been thought deſervedly Deified who have In- 
vented the Uſe of Wine, Corn, or any other 
Convenience for the Well-being of Mortals 
why may not I juſtly bear the Van among the 
whole Troop of Gods, who in all, and toward 
all, exert an unparallel'd Bounty and Benefi- 
cence ? © 

For Inſtance, in the firſt place, what can 
be more dear and precious than Life itſelf ? 
And yet for this are none beholden, fave to me 
alone. For it is neither the Spear of through- 
ly-begotten Pallas, nor the Buckler of Cloud- 

athering Jove, that multiplies and p tes 
kind: But that Prime Father of the Uni- 
verſe, who at a diſpleaſing Nod makes Heaven 
rin! to oe ; he (I ay) muſt lay aſide his 
rightful of Majeſty, and put away that 
bh + Rib e makes the other 
Gods to e, and, Stage - player - like, muſt 
alter his uſual Character, if he would do that, 
the doing whereof he cannot refrain from, i. e. 
0 Getting 
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Getting of Children. The next Place tothe 
Gods is challenged: by the Staicts; but give me 
one as Stoical as Ill-nature can, make him, and 
if I do not prevail on him to 'part. with his 
Beard, that Buſh of Wiſdom, (though, no. o- 
ther Ornament than what Nature in more am. 
le manner * given to Goats) yet at eaſt 
he ſhall lay his Gravity, ſmooth up his 
Brow, ce his rigid Tenets, [FI. V.] 
and in epi of Prejudice become ſenſible of 
ſome Paſſion in wanton. Sport and Dallying. 
In a Word, this Dictator of Wiſdom ſhall be 
glad to take Folly for his Diverſion, if ever he 
would arrive to the Honour of a Father. And 
why ſhould I not tell my 1 Pu out ? To pro- 
ceed then: Is it the Head, the „the Breafts, 
the Hands, the Ears, or 8 more comely 
Parts, that ferve for Inſtruments of Generati- 
on? I trow not; but it is that Member of our 
Body which is ſo odd and uncouth as can ſcarce 
be mentioned without a Smile. This Part, I 
fay, is that Fountain of Life, from which ori- 
inally ſpring all Things in a truer Senſe than 
2 the Elemental Sen Seminary. Add to this, 
what Man would be fo ſilly as to run his Head 
into the Collar of a " Matrimonial” Nooſe, if (as 
wiſe Men are wont to d) he had before-hand 
duly conſider' d the Inconveniences of a Wed- 
Life? Or indeed what Woman would open 
her Arms to receive the Embraces of a 251 | 
Ban 
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band, if ſhe did but forecaſt the Pangs of Child - 
birth, and the Plague of being a Nurſe? Since 
then you owe your Birth to the Bride-bed, and 
1 was preparatory to that) the Solemnizing 
aiting- woman Madneſs, 
= cannot —_— r much you are 
indebted to me. Beſides, thoſe who had once 
dearly bought the Experience of their Folly, 
would never themſelves in the ſame 
Intanglement by a Second Match, if it were 
not occaſion'd by the Forgetfulneſs of paſt Dan- 
gers. And Venus herſelf (whatever Lucretius 
pretends to the contrary) cannot deny, but that, 
ithout my Aſſiſtance, her Procreative Power 
ould prove weak and ineffectual. It was 
rom my ſportive and ticklin Recreation that 
proceeded the Old Crabbed Philoſophers, and 
oſe who now ſupply their Stead, the morti- 
ied Monks and Friars ; as alſo Kings, Prieſts 
and Popes, nay, the whole Tribe of Poetick 
70ds, who are at laſt grown ſo numerous, as 
the Camp of Heaven (though ne er fo ſpa- 
10us) to 22 for Elbow- room. But it is not 
ufficient to have made it appear, that I am the 
dource and Original of all Life, except I like- 
iſe ſhew, that all the Benefits of Life are 
ually at my Diſpoſal, And what are fuch ? 
Vhy, can any one be ſaid properly to live, to 
yhom Pleaſure is denied? Yowll give me your 
\ſent ; ; tor there is * I know among you 
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ſo wiſe ſhall I fay, or ſo filly, as to be of a con- 
Opinion. The Stoicks indeed contemn, 
and pretend to baniſh Pleaſure ; but this is only 
a diſſembling Trick, and a putting the Vulgar 
out of Conceit with it, that they may more 
quietly engroſs/ it to themſelves : - But I dare 
them now to confeſs what one of Life is 
not Melancholy, Dull, Lireſome, Tedious and 
Uneafie; unleſs we fpice it with Pleaſure, that 
Hautgouſt of Fol LY. Of the Truth where- 
of the never enough to be commended Sophocler 
is ſufficient Authority, who gives me the high- 
eſt Character in that Sentence of his, 


To know nothing, is the fweeteft Life. 


Vr abating from this, let us examine the 
Caſe more narrowly. Who knows not, that 
the firſt Scene of Inſanq is ſar the moſt” plea 
fant and delightſome? W hat then is it in Chi 
dren, that makes us to kiſs, hug and play wit! 
them, and that the bloodieſt Enemy can fearct 
have the Heart to hurt them, but their Ingre 
dience of Innocence and Folly, of which N- 
ture out of Providence did purpoſely compount 
and blend their tender Infancy, [F16.- VI. 
that by a, frank Return of Pleaſure they mig 
make ſome ſort of Amends for their Parent 
Trouble, and give in Caution as it were f 
the Diſcharge of a future Education ? A* nex 
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Advance from Childhood is Youth, and how 
favourably 1s this dealt with ? How kind, cour- 
teous and reſpectful areall to it ? And how ready 
to become ſerviceable upon all Occaſions ? And 
whence reaps it this Happineſs? Whence in- 
dzed but from me only, by whoſe Procurement 
it is furniſh'd with little of Wiſdom, and ſo 
with the leſs of Diſquiet? And when once Lads 
begin to grow up, and attempt to write Man, 
their Prettineſs does then ſoon decay, their Brisk- 
neſs flags, their Humours ſtagnate, their Jollity 
ceaſes, and their Blood grows cold; and the 
farther they proceed in Years, the more they 
go backward in the Enjoyment of themſelves, 
till waſpiſh Old Age comes on, a Burthen to 
itſelf as well as others, and that ſo heavy and 
oppreſſive, as none would bear the Weight of, 
unleſs out of Pity to their Sufferings, I again 
intervene, and lend a Helping-hand, aſſiſting 
them at a dead Lift, in the ſame Method the 
Poets feign their Gods to ſuccour dying Men, 
by transforming them into New Creatures, 
which I do by bringing them back, after they 
have one Foot in the Grave, to their Infancy 
again; fo as there is a great deal of Truth 
couch'd in that Old Proverb, Once an Old 
Man, and Twice a Child. Now, if any one 
be curious to underſtand what Courſe I take to 
effect this Alteration, my Method is this: I 
bring them to my Well of 93 (the 

C 2 Foun- 


16 A PANEGYRICEK 


Fountain whereof is in the Fortunate Iſlands, | wy 
and the River Lethe in Hell but a ſmall Stream IF dit 
of it) and when they have there fill'd their H an 
Bellies full, and waſh'd down Care, by the the 
Virtue and Operation whereof they become T. 
Young again: Ay, but (fay you) they merely I fn 
dote, and play the Fool : Why yes, this is what I of, 
I mean by growing Young again: For what the 
ele is it to be a Child, than to be a Fool and I that 
an Idiot ? It is the being ſuch, that makes that * 
Age ſo acceptable: For, who does not eſteem poi 
it ſomewhat Ominous, to ſee a Boy endow'd he 
with the Diſcretion of a Man ; and therefore Pre 
for the Curbing of too forward Parts we have ty'd 
a diſparaging Proverb, Soon ripe, ſeon rotten? 1; ell; 
And farther, who would keep Company, or fo . 
have any thing to do with ſuch an Old Blade, i 
as, after the Wear and Harrowing of ſo many 
Years, ſhould yet continue of as clear a Head 
and ſound a Judgment as he had at any time 
been in his Middle-age ; and therefore it is a 
2 Kindneſs of me that Old Men grow Fools, 
ince it is hereby only, that they are freed from 
ſuch Vexations as would torment them if they 
were more Wiſe: They can drink briskly, bear 
up ſtoutly, and lightly paſs over ſuch Infirmities, 
asa far ſtronger Conſtitution could ſcarce maſter, 
Sometimes, with the Old Fellow in Plartus, 
they are brought back to their Horn- boot again, 
to learn to ſpell their Fortune in Love. Moſt 
wretched 
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wretched would they needs be, if they had but 
Wit to be ſenſible of their hard Con- 


dition; but, by my Aſſiſtance, they carry off 
all well, and to their reſpective Friends approve 
themſelves good, ſociable, jolly Companions. 
Thus Homer makes Aged NVeſtor fam'd for a 
ſmooth oily-tongu'd Orator, while the Delivery 
of Achilles was but rough, harſh and heſitant ; and 
the ſame Poet elſewhere tells us of Old Men 
that fat on the Walls, and ſpake with a great 
deal of Flouriſh and Elegance. And in this 
Point indeed they ſurpaſs and outgo Children, 
who are pr forward in a ſoftly innocent 
Prattle, but otherwiſe are too nach To 

ty'd, and want the other's moſt le Em- 
belliſhment of a perpetual Taltativeneſs. Add 
to this, that Old Men love to be playing with 
Children, and Children delight as much in them, 
to verify the Proverb, that Birds of a Feather 


flack together. And indeed, what difference can 


be diſcern'd between em, but that the one is 
more furrow'd with. Wrinkles, and has ſeen a 
little more of the World than the other? For. 
otherwiſe their Whitiſh Hair, their Want of. 
Teeth, their Smallneſs of Stature, their Milk. 
Diet, their Bald Crowns, their Pratling, their 
Playing, their ſhort Memory, their Heedleſneſs, 
and all other Endowments, exactly agree; and 
the more they advance in Years, the nearer 
they come back to their Cradle, till, like Chil: 
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dren indeed, at laſt they depart the World, 


without any Remorſe at the Loſs of Life, o 
denſe of the Pangs of Death. 5 

Ap now let any one compare the Excel- 
lency of my Metamorphoſing Power to that 
which Ovid attributes to the Gods; their ſtrange 
Feats in ſome drunken Paſſions we will omit 
for their Credit ſake, and inſtance only in ſuch 
Perſons as they pretend great K indneſſes for: 
Theſe are transform'd into Trees, Birds, In- 
ſects, and ſometimes Serpents; but alas, their 
very Change into ſomewhat elſe argues the De- 
ſtruction of what they were before; whereas 
I can reſtore the ſame numerical Man to his 
priſtine State of Youth, Health and Strength: 
Yea, what is more, if -Men would but fo far 
conſult their own Intereſt, as to diſcard: all 
Thoughts of Wiſdom, and entirely reſign them- 
ſelves to my Guidance and Conduct, Old-age 
ſhould be a Paradox, and each Man's Years a 
perpetual Spring. For look how | your hard 
plodding Students, by @ cloſe ſedentary Conhne- 
ment to their Books, grow. mopiſh, - pale and 
meagre, as if, by a continual” Wrack of Brains, 
and Torture of Invention, their Veins were 
pump'd dry, and their whole Body. ſqueez'd 
ſapleſs; whereas my Followers are ſmooth, 
plump and buckfome, and altogether as luſty as 
ſo many Bacon-Hogs or ſucking Calves ; never 
in their Career of Pleaſure to be arreſted m_ 
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„ Old-age, if they could but keep: themſelves un- 
r tainted from the Contagiouſneſs of Wiſdom, 
with the Leproſy whereof if at any time they 
|- are infected, it is only for Prevention, leſt they 
t ſhould otherwiſe have been too happy. 
e Fox a more ample Confirmation of the 
it Truth of what foregoes, it is on all Sides con- 
h feſs d, that Folly- is the beſt Preſervative of 
': Þ Youth, and the moſt effectual Antidote againſt 
- Ape. And it is a Never-failing Obſervation 
ir made of the People of Brabant, that, contrary 
e- Þ to the Proverb of Older and Wiſer, the more 
as | ancient they grow, the more Fools they are; 
is and there is not any one Country, whoſe Inha- 
\ : bitants enjoy themſelves Better, and rub 
ar the World with more Eaſe and Quiet. To 
all Þ theſe are nearly related, as well by Affinity of 
n- | Cuſtoms, as of Neighbourhood, my Friends 
oe the Hollanders: Mine I may well call them, 
a | for they ſtick fo cloſe and loving to me, that 
rd they are ftyled Fools to a Proverb, and yet 
e- | {corn to be aſham'd of their Name. Well, 
nd let fond Mortals go now in a needleſs Queſt of 
is, | ſome Madaa, Circe, Venus, or ſome enchanted 
re | Fountain, for a Reſtorative of Age, whereas 
2d | the Accurate Performance of this Feat lies only 
h, | within the Ability of my Art and Skill. | 
as Ir is 1 only, who have the Receipt of making 
er | that Liquor wherewith Memnon's Daughter 
th | engthen d out her Grandfather's declining . 
t 
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It is I, that am that Venus, who fo far reſtor'd 
the languiſhing Phaon, as to make Sappho fall 
deeply in Love with his Beauty. Mine are 
thoſe Herbs, mine thoſe Charms, that not only 
lure back ſwift Time, when paſt and gone; but 
(what is more to- be admired) clip its Wings, 
and prevent all farther Flight. So then, if you 
will all agree to my Verdict, that nothing is 


more defirable-than the being Young, nor any 


thing more loathed than contemptible Old-age, 
own muſt needs acknowledge it is an unrequita- 

le Obligation from me, for fencing. off the 
One, and perpetuating the Other. 


Bur why ſhould I confine my Diſcourſe to 


the narrow Subject of Mankind only? View 
the whole Heaven itſelf, and there tell me what 
one of that Divine Tribe would not be mean 
and deſpicable, if my Name did not lend him 
ſome Reſpect and Authority. Why is Bacchus 
always painted as a Young Man, IN VII.] 
but only becauſe he is Freakiſh, Drunk and 
Mad, and, ſpending his Time in Toping, Dan- 
cing, Masking and Revelling, ſeems to have 
nothing in the leaſt to do with Wiſdom ? Nay, 
fo far is he from the Aﬀectation of being ac- 
counted Wiſe, that he is content all the Rites 


of Devotion which are paid unto him ſhould 


conſiſt of Apiſhneſs and Drollery. Farther, 
what Scoffs and Jeers did not the Old Comedi- 
ans throw upon him? O faviniſh * 
. 0 0 
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God fay they) that ſmells rank of the Sty he 
was ſow'd up in, and ſo on. But prithee who 
in his Caſe, alway Merry, Youthful, ſoak'd 
in Wine, and drown'd in Pleaſures, who (I fay) 
in ſuch a Caſe would change Conditions either 
with the lofty menace-looking 7ove, the grave, 
yet timorous Pan, the ſtately Pallas, or indeed 
any one other of Heaven's Landlords? Why 
is Cupid feign'd as a Boy, but only becauſe he 
is an Under-witted Whipſter, that neither acts 
nor thinks any thing with Diſcretion? Why is 
Venus ador'd for the Mirrour of Beauty, but 
only becauſe ſhe and I claim Kindred, ſhe be- 
ing of the ſame Complexion with my Father 
Plutus, and therefore call'd by Homer the Gala- 
en Goddeſs ? Beſides, ſhe imitates me in 

alway a ing, if either we believe the Po- 
ets, or their near Kinſmen the Painters, the 
firſt Mentioning, the other Drawing her con- 
ſtantly in that Poſture, Add farther, to what 
Deity did the Romans pay a more Ceremonial 
Reſpect than to Flora, that Bawd of Obſceni- 
ty? And if any one ſearch the Poets for an 
Hiſtorical Account of the Gods, he ſhall find 
them all Famous for Lewd Pranks and De- 
baucheries. It is needleſs to inſiſt upon the 
Miſcarriages of others, when the leacherous In- 
trigues of Fove himſelf are ſo notorious, and 
when the pretendedly chaſte Diana ſo oft un- 
ann her Modeſty to run a Hunting 2 — 

ov 
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Beloved Enaymion. But I'Il ſay no more; for 
I had rather they ſhould be told of their Faults 
by Momus, who was wont formerly to ſting 
them with cloſe Reflections, tilt nettled by his 
Abuſive Raillery, theygkick'd him out of Hea- 
ven for his Sawcineſs of daring to reprove ſuch 
as were beyond Correction: And now in his 
Baniſhment from Heaven he finds but cold En- 
tertainment here on Earth, nay, is denied all 
Admittance into the Courts of Princes, where, 
notwithſtanding, my Handmaid Flattery finds 
a moſt encouraging Welcome : But this petu- 
lant Monitor being thruſt out of Doors, the 
Gods can now-more freely. Rant and Revel, and 
take their whole Swing of Pleaſure, Now the 
beaſtiy Priapus may recreate himſelf without 
Contradiction in-Laift and Filthineſs; now the 
fly. Mercury may, without Diſcovery, go on in 
his Thieveries, and nimble-finger'd Juggles; 
the ſooty Vulcan may now renew his wonted 
Cuſtom. of making the other Gods laugh by his 
Hopping ſo limpingly, and coming off with fa 
many dry Jokes, and biting Repartees. File- 
nus, the Old doting Lover, to ſhew his Acti- 
vity, may now Dance à Frisking Jig, and the 
Nymphs be at the ſame Sport Naked. The 
\ Goatiſh Satyrs [F16. VIII.] may make up a 
merry Ball, and Pan, the Blind Harper, ma 

put up his Bagpipes, and ſing Bawdy Catches, 
* which the Gods, eſpecially when they are 
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almoſt Drunk, ſhall give a moſt profound At- 
tention, But Why I any farther rip 
open and expoſe the Weakneſs of the Gods?! 
A Weakneſs ſo Childiſn and Abſurd, that no 
Man can at the ſame time keep his Countenance, 
and make a Relation of it. Now therefore, 
like Homer's wandring Muſe, I'll take my 
Leave of Heaven, and come down again hers 
Below, where we ſhalt find nothing happy, 
nay, nothing tolerable, without my Prefence 
and Aſſiſtance. And in the firſt place conſider 
how providently Nature has took Care, that in 
all her Works there ſhould be fome piquant 
Smack and Reliſh of Pally : For, ſince the Sto- 
icks define Wiſdom to be conducted by — * 
and Felly nothing elſe but the being hurried by 
Paſſion, leſt our Life ſhould otherwiſe have been 
too dull and unactive, that Creator, who out of 
Clay firſt tempered and made us up, put 1 
the Compoſition of our Humanity more than 
a Pound of Paſſions to an Ounce of Reaſon ; 
and Reaſon he confined within the narrow Cells 
of the Brain, whereas he leſt Paſſions the whole 
Body to range in. Farther, he ſet up Two 
ſturdy Champions to ftand perpetually on the 
Guard, that Reaſon might make no Aſſault,” 
Surprize, nor Inroad : Anger, which keeps its 
Station in the Fortreſs of the Heart; and Luft, 
which like the Signs Virgo and Scorpio, rules 
the Belly and Secret Members. Againſt the For- 
[0-91 ces 


tate him for the Diſcharge of his Duty 


24 A PANEGYRICE 


ces of theſe T'wo Warriors how unable is Rea- 
ſon to bear up and withſtand, every Day's Ex- 
perience does abundantly witneſs ; while, let 


Reaſon. be never ſo importunate in urging and 


reinforcing her Admonitions to Virtue, yet the 
Paſſions, bear all before them, and by the leaſt 
Offer of Curb or Reſtraint grow but more im- 

ious, till Reaſon itſelf, for Quietneſs ſake, is 


— : 


ced to deſiſt from all farther Remonſtrance. 
But becauſe it win abs, rage that Man, who 
was born for the T ion of Buſineſs, ſhould 
have ſo much Wiſdom as ſhould fit and capaci- 
herein ; 
and yet left ſuch a Meaſure as is requiſite for 
this Purpoſe might prove too dangerous and fatal, 
I were adviſed with for an Antidote, who pre- 
{crib'd this Infallible Receipt, of taking a Wife ; 
a Creature ſo harmleſs and filly, and yet fo uſe- 
ful and convenient, as might mollify and make 
pliable the Stiffneſs and moroſe Humour of Man, 
Now that which made Plato doubt under what 
Genus to rank Woman, whether among Brutes 
or Rational Creatures, was only meant to de- 
note the extream Stupidneſs and Folly of that 
Sex; a Sex ſo unalterably Simple, that for any 
of them to thruſt forward, and reach at the 
Name of iſe, is but to make themſelves the 
more remarkable Fools, ſuch an Endeavour, 
being but a ſwimming againſt the Stream, nay, 
a turning the Courſe of Nature, the bare At- 
22 N ſtempting 
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tempting whereof is as extravagant as the effect- 
ing of it is impoſſible : For as it is a trite Pro- 
verb, That an Ape will be an Ape, tho clad in 
Purple; fo a Woman will be a Woman, 1. e. 
2 Fool, whatever Diſguiſe ſhe takes up. And 
yet there is no Reaſon Women ſhould take it 
amiſs. to be thus charged; for if they do but 
rightly conſider, they Il find that it is to Folly 
they are beholden for thoſe Endowments wherein 
they To far ſurpaſs and excel Man; as firſt, for 
their unparallel'd Beauty, by the Charm whereof 
they tyrannize over the greateſt Tyrants: For 
what is it but too great a Smatch of Wiſdom 
that makes Men fo tawny and thick-skinn'd, fo 
rough and prickly-bearded, like an Emblem of 
Winter, or Old-age, while Women have ſuch 
dainty ſmooth Cheeks, ſuch a low gentle Voice, 
and fo pure a Complexion, as if Nature had 
drawn them for a ſtanding Pattern of all Sym- 
metry and Comelineſs ? Beſide, what greater or 
juſter Aim and Ambition have they than to 

pleaſe their, Husbands? In order whereunto the7ß 
garniſh themſelves with Paint, Waſhes, Curls, 
Perfumes, and all other Myſteries of Ornament; 
yet after all they. become acceptable to them 
only for their Folly. Wives are always allowed 
their Humour, yet it is only in Exchange for 
Titillation and Pleaſure, which indeed are but 
other Names for Folly ; as none can deny, who 
conſiders chow a Man, _ hug, and 9 
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and kittle, and play a Hundred little Tricks with 
his Bedfellow, [FI. IX.] when he is diſpoſed 
to make that Uſe of her that Nature defign'd her 
for. Well then, you ſee whence that greatef 
Pleaſure (to which Modeſty ' ſcarce allows a 


Name) ſprings and proceeds. 


Bo r now ſome blood-chill'd Old Men, that 
are more for Vine than Mencbhing, will pretend 
that in their Opinion the greateſt Happineſs con- 
fiſts in Feaſting and Drinking, Grant it be ſo; 
yet certainly in the moſt luxurious Entertain- 
ments it is Folly muſt give the Sauce and Reliſh 
to the daintieſt Cates and Delicacies ; ſo that if 
there be no one of the Gueſts naturally Fool 
enough to be play'd upon by the reſt; they muſt 
procure ſome comical Buffoon, that by his Jokes, 
and Flouts, and Blunders, ſhall make the whole 


Company ſplit themſelves with Laughing: For 


to what Purpoſe were it to be ſtuff'd and 
cramm'd with ſo many dainty: Bits, ſavoury 
Diſhes, and toothſome Rarities, if after all this 
Epicuriſm of the Belly, the: Eyes, the Ears, 
and the whole Mind of Mar; were not as wel 
foſter d and reheved with Laughing, Jeſting, 
and ſuch like Divertiſements, which like ſecond 
Courſes ſerve for the promoting of Digeſtion ? 
And as to all thoſe Shooing-horns of Drunken- 
neſs, the keeping every one his Man, the 
throwing Hey-jinks, the filling of Bumpers, the 
drinking two in a Hand, the beginning of — 
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treſſes Healths; and then the roaring out of 
drunken Catches, the calling in a Fiddler, the 
leading out every one his Lady to dance, and ſuch. 
like Riotous Paſtimes, theſe were not "Taught 
or Dictated by any of the Wiſe Men of Greece, 
but of Gotham rather, being my Invention, and 
by me preſcribed as the beſt Preſervative of 
Health: Each of which, the more Ridiculous it 
is, the more Welcome it finds. And indeed to 
jog ſſeepingly through the World in a dumpiſh 
melancholy Poſture cannot properly be ſaid to 
Live, but to be wound up as it were in a Vin- 
ding- Sheet before we are dead, and ſo to be 
ſhuffled Quick into a Grave, and buried Alive. 

Bur there are yet others perhaps that have 
no Guſt in this Sort of Pleaſure, but place their 
greateſt Content in the Enjoyment of Friend, 
telling us that true Friend/hip is to be preferr'd 
before all other Acquirements z that it is a 
Thing fo «ſeful and neceſſary as the very Ele- 
ments could not long ſubſiſt without a natural 
Combination; ſo pleaſant, that it affords as 
warm an Influence as the Sun itſelf ; fo hone/t, 
(if Honeſty in this Caſe deſerve any Conſidera- 
tion) that the very Philoſophers have not ſtuck 
to place this as one among the reſt of their dif- 
ferent Sentiments of the chiefeſt Good. But 
what if I make it appear that I alſo am the 
main Spring and Original of this Endearment?. 
Yes, I can caſily ee it, and that Tack 

2 Y 


28 A PANEGYRICE 


by crabbed Syllogiſms, or a crooked and unin- 
telligible Way of Arguing, but can make it (as 
the Proverb goes)-as plain as the Noſe in your 
Face. Well then, to ſcratch and*curry one 
another, to wink at a Friend's Faults 3 nay, to 
cry up fome Faflings for virtuous and commen- 
Gable, is not this the next Door to the being a 
Fool? When One looking ſtedfaſtly in his 
Miftreſs's Face admires a Mole as much as a 
Beauty- Spot; when another ſwears his Lady's 
Stinking Breath is moſt redolent Perfume; and 
at another time the fond Parent hugs the Squint- 
= Child, andpretends it is rather a Becoming 
nce and Winning Aſpect. than any Blemiſh 
of the Eye-Sight ; what is all this but the very 
Height of Folly ? Folly (I fay) that both makes 
Friends, and keeps them ſo. I ſpeak of Mor- 
tal Men only, among whom there are none but 
Fave ſome ſmall Faults ; he is moſt happy that 
has feweft. If we paſs to the Gedi, we ſhall find 
that they have ſo much of Wiſdom, as they 
have very little of Friendſhip”; nay, nothing of 
that which is true and hearty, The Reaſon 
why Mer make a greater Improvement in this 


Virtue, is only becauſe they are more Credulous 


and Eaſy-naturd; for Friends muſt be of the 
fame Humour and Inclinations too, or elſe the 
Eeagiie of Amity, though made with never fo 
many Proteſtations, will be ſoon broke. Fhus 
Woe and moroſe Nen — prove faſt Friends; 

they 
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they are too captious and cenforious, and will 
not bear with, one another's Infirmities ; they 
are as Eagle-ſighted a3. may be in the Eſpial of 
no | ethers Faults, while they wink upon themſelves, 
and never mind the Beam in their own Eyes. 
In ſhort, Man being by Nature fo prone to 
F 985 ſo Humourſome and Cros rain d, and 
his guilty of ſo man nay Slips and Miſcarriages, 
| 42 could be no firm Friendſhip contracted, 
p's Acept there be ſuch an Allowance made for 
nd ech other's Defaults, which the Greets term 
'Evifue, and we may conſtrue Good Nature, 
ng which is but another Word for Folly. And 
in | what? Is not Cupid, that firſt Father of all 
ry Relation, is not he ftark Blind, that as he 
cannot himſelf diftinguiſh of Colours, fo he 
jr. | would make us as Mope-eyed in judging falſly 
6f all Love-Concerns, and wheedle us into a 
Thinking that we are always in the Right? 
ad | Thus every Jack ſticks to his own Jill, every 
ey Tinker efteems his own Trull, and the Hob 
of | Pail'd Suitor prefers e hm the Milkmaid before 
any of my Lady's Daughters. Theſe Things 
nis te true, and are ordinarily laugh'd at; and yet, 
\ | however ridiculous they ſeem, it is hence only 
that all Societies receive their Cement and Con- 
ſalidation. 
Tun fame which has been faid of Friendſhip 
s much more applicable to a State of Marriage, 


which is but the higheſt Advance and Lmproven 
L099 D 3 ment 
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ment of Friendſhip in the cloſeſt Bond of Union. 
Good God! What frequent Divorces, or worſe 
Miſchief, would oft ſadly happen, except Man 
and Wite were ſo Diſcreet as to paſs over light 
Occaſions of Quarrel with Laughing, Jeſting, 
Diſſembling, and ſuch like Playing the Fool ; 
Nay, how few Matches would go forward, if 
the haſty Lover did but firſt. know how many 
little Tricks of Luſt and Wantonneſs (and per- 
haps more groſs Failings) his Coy and ſeemingly 
Baſhful Miſtreſs had oft before been guilty of? 
And how fewer Marriages, when conſummated, 
would continue happy, if the Husband were not 
either ſottiſhly inſenfible of, or did not purpoſely 
wink at and paſs over the Lightneſs and For- 
wardneſs of his Good-natur'd Wife? This 
Peace and Quietneſs is owing® to my Manage- 
ment, for there would otherwiſe be continuab 
Jarrs, and Broils, and Mad Doings, if want of 
Wit only did not at the ſame time make a con- 
tented Cuckold and a ſtill Houſe ; if the Cuckew 
Sing at the Back-door, the unthinking Cornute 
takes notice of the unlucky Omen of other Eggs 
being laid in his own Net; but laughs it over, 
[F16. X.] kiſſes his Dear Spouſe, and all is well. 
And indeed it is much better patiently to be 
' ſuch a hen-peck'd Fiigot, than always to be 
wrack'd and tortur'd with the grating Surmiſes 
of Suſpicion and Jealouſy, In Fre: there is no 
; % BE; W 
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would be comfortable, or indeed tolerable, 
without my Afliſtance ; there could be no right 
Underſtanding betwixt Prince and People, Lord 
and Servant, Tutor and Pupil, Friend and 
Friend, Man and Wife, Buyer and Seller, or 
any Perſon however otherwike related, if they 
did not cowardly put up ſmall Abuſes, ſneak- 
ingly-Cringe and Submit, or after all fawningly 
Scratch and Flatter each other. This you'll 
fay is much, but you ſhall yet hear what is 
more; tell me then, can any one love another 
that firſt hates himſelf? Is it likely any one 
ſhould agree with a Friend. that is firſt fallen 
out with his own Judgment? Or is it probable- 
he fhould be any Way pleaſing to another, who 
is a perpetual Plague and Trouble to himſelf ? 
This is ſuch a Paradox that none can be ſo mad 
as to maintain. Well, but if I am excluded 
and barr d out, every Man would be fo far from 
being able- to bear with others that he would be 
Burdenſome to himſelf, and conſequently inca- 
pable of any Eaſe or Satisfaction. Nature, that 
toward ſome of ber Products plays the Step- 
mother rather than the indulgent Parent, has 
endowed ſome. Men with that unhappy Peeviſh- 
neſs of Diſpoſition, as to nauſeate and diſlike. 
whatever is their own, and much admire _ 
belongs to other Perſons, ſo as 3 
any wiſe enjoy what their Birth 
Urn — For what Grace is — 

in 
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in the Beauty, if it be always clouded 
with Frowns and Sullenneſs ? Or what Vigour 
in Youth, if it be harraſſed with a pettiſh, 
dogged, waſpiſh, ill Humour? None ſure. Nor 
indeed can there be any creditable Acquitment 
of our ſelves in any one Station of Life, but we 
ſhould ſink without Reſcue into Miſery and 
Deſpair, if we were not buoyed up * ſup- 
ported by Se Love, which is but the Eldeſt 
Siſter (as it were) of Folly, and her own con- 
ſtant Friend and Aſſiſtant. For what is or can 
be more Silly than to be Lovers and Admirers 
af our ſelves? And yet if it were not ſo there 
will be no reliſn to any Words or Actions. 
Take away this one Property of a Fool, and 
the Orator ſnall become as Dumb and Silent as 
the Pulpit he ſtands in; the Mufician ſhall hang 
up his untoucht Inſtruments on the Wall; the 
compleateſt Actors ſhall be hiſs d off the 
Stage; the Poet ſhall be burleſqu'd upon with 
his own doggrel Rhimes ; the Painter fhall him- 
felf vaniſh into an imaginary Landskip; and 
the Phyſician ſhall want Food more than his 
Patients do Phyſick. In ſhort, without Self 
Love, inſtead of Beautiful, you ſhalt think your 
ſelf an Old:Beldam of Fourſcore; inſtrad oi 
Yourlful, you ſhall _ dropping: into the 
Grave; inſtead of E — 1 2. meer Stam- 
merer; e 


. a downright: Country 


ry 


FEES EF BROOD TPTIROARS K 


= RED 


UFONrFrOLLOT.; 33 
Clown; it being ſo neceſſary that every one 
ſhould think well of himſelf before he can ex- 
pect the Good Opinion of others. Finally, 
when it is the main and effential Part, af Hap- 
pineſs to deſire to be no other than what we 
already are; this Expedient is again wholly 
owing to Se Love, which ſo fluſhes Men with 
a good Conceit of their own, that no one repents 
of his Shape, of his Wit, of his Education, or. 
of his Country; ſo as the dirty half-drown'd, 
Hollander would not remove into the Pleaſant 
Plains of Jtaly, the rude Thracian would not 
change his Boggy Soil for the beſt Seat in Athens, 
nor the britiſh - Scythian; quit his Thorny De- 
farts to become an Inhabitant of the Fortunate 
Hands. And Oh the incomparable- Contri- 
vance of Nature, who has ordered all Things in 
ſo even a Method, that where · ever ſhe has been 
leſs Bountiful in her Gifts, there ſhe makes it 
up with a larger Doſe of Seh- Love, which: ſup- 
plies the former Deſects, and makes all even. 
To enlarge farther, I may well preſume to 
aver, that there are no confiderable Exploits . 
performed, no uſeful Arts invented, but what 
Jam the teſpective Author and Manager af: 
As firſt, what is more Lofty and Heroital than 
War? And yet, what is more Fooliſh than for, 
ſome petty, trivial Affront to take ſuch a; 
Revenge as both Sides ſhall be ſure to be Lo- 
lers, and where the Quarrel muſt be decided _ 
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the Price of ſo many Limbs and Lives? And 
when they come to an E ments, what Ser- 
vice can be done by ſuch Pale-fac'd Students, as, 
by Drudging at the Oars of Wiſdom, have ſpent 
all their Strength and Activity; No, the only 
Uſe is of blunt ſturdy Fellows that have little of 
Wit, and fo the more of Reſolution; except 
you would make a Soldier of ſuch another De- 


mo/thenes as threw down his Arms as ſoon as he 


came within Sight of the Enemy, and loft that 
Credit in the Camp which he gained in the Pul- 
pit. But Counſel, Deliberation wa Advice 
(fa ) are very neceſſary for the Mana 
NT Wat: Vo true, ke not ſuch Dios 
ſe] as ſhall be preſcribed by the ſtrict Rules of 
Wiſdom and Juſtice ; for a Battle ſhall be more 
ſucceſsfully fought by Serving-men, Porters, 
Bailiffs, Padders, Rogues, Goal-birds, and ſuch 
like Tag-rags of Mankind, than by the moſt 
Accompliſh'd Philoſophers ; which laſt, how 
unhappy they are in the Management of ſuch 
Concerns, Sacrates (by the Oracle adjudg'd to 
be the Wiſeſt of Mortal is & notable * 
ple; who when he appeared in the Attempt of 
ſome publick Performance before the People, he 
faultered in the firſt Onſet, and could never re- 
cover himſelf, but was houted and hiſſed Home 
again: Vet this Philoſopher was the leſs a Fool 
for refuſing the Appellation of Wiſe, and not 
accepting the Oracle's. Complement ; 3 as alſo for 
adviſing 


Jon Death, but only his Exceſſiveneſs of 


a . 
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adviſing that no Philoſophers ſhould have any 
Hand in the Government of the Common- 
wealth ; he ſhould have likewiſe at the ſame 
time added that they ſhould be baniſhed all Hu- 
man Society. And what made this great Man 
poiſon himſelf to prevent the Malice of his Ac 
cuſers? What made him the Inſtrument 12 
11— 
dom? Whereby, while he was ſearching into 
the Nature of Clouds, while he was plodding 
and contemplating upon Idea's, while he was 
exerciſing his Geometry upon the Meaſure of a 
Flea, and diving into the Receſſes of Nature 
for an Account how little Inſects, when they 
were ſo ſmall, could make ſo great a Buz and 
Hum ; while he was intent upon theſe Foolerics, 
be minded nothing of the World, or its ordi- 
nary Concerns, I 

NExT to Socrates comes his Scholar Plato, 
a Famous Orator indeed, that could be fo 
daſh'd out of Countenance by an Illiterate 
Rabble, as to Demur, and Hawk, and Heſitate, 
before he could get to the end of one ſhort Sen- 
tence. - - Theophraſtus was ſuch another Coward, 
who beginning to make an Oration was preſently 
ſtruck down with Fear, as if he had ſeen ſome 
Ghoſt, or Hobgoblin. Tfocrates was fo Baſhſul 
and Timorous, that though he Taught Rheto- 
rick, yet he could never have the Confidence to 
ſpeak in Publick. Cicero, that Maſter of Ro- 
. man 
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man Eloquence, was wont to begin his Speecha 
with a low quivering Voice, juſt like a Schol 
Boy, afraid of not ſaying his Leſſon perfect 
enough to eſcape I hipping: And yet Fabiu 
commends this Property of Tally as an Argu- 
ment of a conſiderate Orator, ſenſible of the 
Difficulty of acquitting himſelf with Credit: 
But what hereby does the more, than plainly 
confeſs that Wiſdom is but a Rub and Impedi- 
ment to the well Management of any Affair! 
How would theſe Heroes crouch and ſhrink into 
nothing, at the 'Sight 'of drawn Swords, that 
are thus quaſh'd and ſtunn'd at the Delivery o 
hare Words ? 2674 | 

No then let Plat#'s fine Sentence be cricd 
up, that Happy are thoſe Commonwealths wher: 
either Philoſophers are elected Kings, or Kings 
turn Philoſophers. Alas, this is ſo far from being 


true, that if we conſult all Hiſtorians for an Ac- 


count of paſt Ages, we ſhall find no Princes 
more Weak, nor any People more Slaviſh and 
Wretched, than where the Adminiſtration of 
Affairs fell on the Shoulders of ſome Learned 
Bookiſh/Governor, Of the Truth whereof the 


Two Cate's are Exemplary Inftances : The 


firſt of which Embroiled the City, and tired out 
the Senate by his tedious Harangues of defending 
himſelf, and accuſing others; the younger was 
an unhappy Occaſion of the Loſs of the People 

Liberty, while by improper Methods he pre- 
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tended, to maintain it. To theſe may be added 
Brutus, Caſſius, the two Gracchi, and Cicero 
himſelf, who was no leſs Fatal to Rome, than 
his Parallel Demo/thenes was to Athens: As like- 
wiſe Marcus Antoninus, whom we may allow 
to have been a ood Emperor, yet the leſs ſuch 
for his being a 2h:/9ſopber ;- and certainly he did 
not do half that Rindneſs. to bis Empire by his 
own prudent Management of Affairs, as he did 
Miſchief by leaving ſuch a degenerate Succeſſor 
as his Son (Gammedus proved to be. But it is a 
common Qbſervation; that a Hſe Father has 
many times a Feolſh Son, Nature fo contriving 
ew Þifien)perss ſhould otherwiſe deſcend by Propa- 
tion. Thus Tatly's San Maris: though bred 
at Athens, proved but a flull, inſipid Soul; and 
Vocratess Children ha Cas one ingeniouſſy 
__c preſſes it) more of the: other than the Father, 
es. XI. j a Phraſe ſor their being Fools. 
owever, it were the more excuſable, tho' wiſe 
Men are ſo aukward and unhandy in the or- 
* dering of Publick A ars, if they Were not as 
bad or worſe in the 1 gement Of their Or- 
Idinary and Domeſtick Cancerns; but alas, here 
they are much to ſeek: For place a formal 
Wiſe Man at a Feaſt, and he ſhall, either by 
his rgoraſe Silence, put the whole Table out of 
Humour, or by his frivolous Queſtions diſoblige 
and tire out all 23 Call him out 
d | to 


MW * 
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to Dance, and he ſhall move no more nimbly 
than a Camel: Invite him to any Publick Per-. 
formance, and by his very Looks he ſhall damy 
the Mirth of all the Spectators, and at laſt be 
forced, like Cato, to leave the Theatre, becauſe 
he cannot unſtarch his Gravity, nor put on a 
more pleaſant Countenance. If he be engaged 
in any Diſcourſe, he either breaks off abruptly, 
or tires out the Patience of the whole Company 
if he goes on : If he have any Contract, Sale, 
or Purchaſe to make, or any other wordly 
Buſineſs to tranſact, he behaves himſelf more 
like a ſenſeleſs Stock than a Rational Man; ſo 
as he can be of no Uſe nor Advantage to him- 
ſelf, to his Friends, or to his Country, becauſe 
he knows nothing how the World goes, and i 
wholly unacquainted with the Humour of the 
Vulgar, who cannot but hate a Perſon fo diſ- 


agreeing in Temper from themſelves. 


AND indeed the whole P ings of the 
World are nothing but one continued Scene of 
Folly, all the Actors being equally Fools and 
Mad-men ; and therefore, if any be ſo pragma- 
tically wiſe as to be ſingular, he muſt een turn 
a ſecond Timon, or Man-hater, and, by retiring 
into ſome unfrequented Deſart, become a Re- 
cluſe from all Mankind. 

Bu r to return to what I firſt propoſed : What 
was it in the Infancy of the World that made 
Men, naturally ſavage, unite into oor 


For there is nothing 
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but only Flattery, one of the chiefeſt Virtues? 
elſe meant by the Fables 
eus with their Harps; the 
firſt the Stones jump into a well-built 
Wall, the other i the Trees to pull their 
Legs out of the Ground, and dance the Mor- 
rice after him. What was it that quieted and 
appeaſed the Roman People, when they brake 
out into a Riot for the Redreſs of Grievances ? 
Was it any — ſtarch d Oration? No; 
alas, it — only a ſilly, ridiculous Story, told 
by Menenius ippa, how the other Members 
of the Body quarrell'd with the Belly, reſolving 
no longer - continue her drudging — till, 
by the Penance they thought thus in Revenge 
to impoſe, ſoon 9 — their own Strength 
ſo far . ing the Coſt of ex- 
periencing a Miſtake. hey | willingly returned 
to their reſpective Duties. Thus, when the 
Rabble of Athens murmured at the Exact ion 
of Magiſtrates, Themi/tocles ſatisfied them with 
ſuch another Tale of the Fox, and the Hedge- 
Hag; the firſt whereof being ſtuck faſt in a 
Miry Bog, the Flies came ſwarming about him,, 
and 'almoſt fuck'd out all his Blood, the latter 
officiouſly offers his Service to drive them away 

No, ſays the Fox, if theſe Which are amol 
glutted be frighted off, there will come a new 
hungry Set that will be ten times more greedy: 
and devouring: The Moral of this he meant 


E 2 ap- 


of Amphion and O 
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: pplicable be the People, ho if they had: ſur] 
Magiſtrates removed as they complained*of fe 
Extoftiön, yet their Slice Neal, n 
te worſe. | 

Wirn what hiebet Ad ances of Policy 
could Serterizes have kept the Barbarians fo wel 
in Awe, as by a White Hart, which he pre 
tended was preſented to him by Diana, an 
brought him Intelligence of all his Enemies De. 
ſigns? What was Tyem. ms Grand Aręu 
ment for demonſtrating che Force bf Educa- 
tion, but only the bringing out two Whelps of 
the ſams Bitch, differently brought up, and 
placing before them a Diſh, and a live Hare; 
the one, that had been bred to Hunting, ran 
after the Come, while the other, Whoſe Kenn 
had been a Kitchen, preſently fell a Heking t! 
Platte,” This the 2 
made his Soldiers ſenſible that Wit and Contri- 
vance would de more than bare Strength, by 
ſetting a couple of Men to the „n off two 


Horſes "Pals ; the firſt, pulling in one 


Handful, tugged in vain, Ne E other, 
though much the weaker, much off one by 


one, ſoon performed his appointed * Lak. A 10. 
XII.]. 


InsTANCEs of like Nature are Mines, and 


King Numa, both which fooled the People 


iato Obedience by a mere Cheat and Juggle; 
the firſt pretending he was adviſed by Jupiler, 
the 
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the latter by making the Vulgar believe he had. 
the Goddeſs Ægeria aſſiſtant to him in all De- 
bates and Tranſactions. And indeed it is by 
ſuch Wheedles that the common People are 
beſt gull'd and impoſed upon. 


For farther, what City would ever ſub - 


mit to the rigorous Laws of Plato, to the ſe- 
vere Injunctions of Ariſtotle, or the more 
unpraCticable Fenets of Socrates ? No, theſe 
would have been too ſtreight and gauling, there 
not being Allowance enough made for the Infir- 
mities of the People. 

To paſs to another Head, what was it made 
the Decii fo forward to offer themſelves up as a 
Sacrifice for an Atonement to the angry Gods, 
to * and ſtipulate for their indebted Coun- 
try 

WrarT made Curtius, on a like Occaſion, 
deſperately to throw away his Life, but only 
Vain-glory, that is condemn'd, and unanimouſly 
voted for a main Branch of Folly by all Wite 
Men! What is more unreaſonable and foppiſh, 
(fay they) than for any Man, out of Ambition 
to ſome Office, to bow, and ſcrape, and cringe 
to the gaping Rabble, to purchaſe their Favour 
by Bribes and Donatives, to have their Names 
cry'd up in the Streets, to be carry'd about as. 
it were for a fine Sight upon the Shoulders of 
the Crowd, to have their Efigies carved in 


Braſs, and put up in the Market-place for 4 
x ay T 3 Mo- 
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Monument of their Popularity ? Add to this 
the Affectation of new Titles and diſtinctive 
Badges of Honour; nay, the very Deifying of 
ſuch as were the moſt Bloody Tyrants. Theſe 
are ſo extremely ridiculous, that there is need 


of more than one Demacritus to laugh at em: 


And yet hence only have been occaſion'd thoſe 
Memorable Atchievements of Heroes, that have 
ſo much employ'd the Pens of many laborious 
Writers, 

It is Folly that, in a ſeveral Dreſs, governs 
Cities, appoints Magiſtrates, and ſupports Ju- 
dicatures; and, in ſhort, makes the whole 
Courſe of a Man's Life a mere Childrens Play, 
and a worſe than Puſh-pin, Diverſion. The 
Invention of all Arts and Sciences are likewiſe 
owing to the ſame Cauſe : For what ſedentary, 
thoughtful Men wauld have beat their Brains in 
2 ch of new and unheard-of Myſteries, if 

not egg'd on by the bubbling Hopes of Credit 
and Reputation? They think a. little glittering 
Flaſh of Vain-glory is a ſufficient Reward for 
all their Sweat, and Toil, and tedious Drudgery, 
While they that are ſuppoſedly more fooliſh reap 
Advantage of the others Labours, 

AND now, ſince I have made-good my Title 
to Valour and Indu/iry, what if I challenge an 
equal Share of Viſdom How ! This ( you'll 
fay ) is abſurd and contradictory; the Eaſt and 
| Weſt may as ſoon ſhake Hands, 3 

| i{dam 
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IViſdom be reconciled, Well, but have a little 
Patience, and I'll warrant you I'll make out 
my Claim. Firſt then, if Wiſdom (as mult 
be confeſs d) is no more than a Readineſs of 
doing Good, and an expedite Method of be- 
coming ſerviceable to the World, to whom does 
this Virtue more properly belong! To the Wiſe 
Man, who, partly out of Modeſty, partly out 
of Cowardiſe, can proceed reſolutely in no At- 
tempt; or to the Fool, that goes Hand over 
Head, Leaps before he Looks, and fo ventures 
thro' the moſt hazardous Undertaking, without 
any Senſe or Proſpect of Danger. In the Un- 
dertaking any Enterprize the Wiſe Man ſhall 
run to conſult with his Books, and doze himſelf 
with poring upon muſty Authors; while the 
difpatchful ool ſhall ruſh bluntly on, and have 
done the Buſineſs, while. the other is 
of it. For the two greateſt Letts and Impedi- 
ments to the Iſſue 0 Performance are 
Modeſty, which caſts a Nübel K yes, 
and hoy, which makes them ſhrink back, ans) 
recede from any Propoſal : Both theſe are Ba- 
niſh'd and Caſhicr'd by by Folly, and, in their ſtead; 
ſuch a Habit of Fool-hardineſt introduc'd, ag 
mightily contributes to the Succeſs of all Enter- 
prizes. 
FaRTRHER, if you will have Wiſdom taken/ 25 
in the other Senſe, of being 4 right Judgment 
Things, 1 ſhall ſee. 8 ſhort Wiſe Men 
of it in this Fikst 
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FirsT then, it is certain that all Things, 
like ſo many Januss, carry a double Face, 
or rather bear a falſe Aſpe&t, moſt Things 
being really in themſelves far different from 
what they are in Appearance to others : So as 
that, which at firſt Bluſh proves Alive, 1s in 
truth Dead ; and that again, which appears as 
Dead, at a nearer Review, proves to be Alive : 
Beautiful ſeems Ugly, Wealthy Poor, Scan- 
dalous is thought Creditable, Proſperous paſſes 
for Unlucky, Friendly for what is moſt oppo- 
fite, and Innocent for what is Hurtful and Per- 
nicious, In ſhort, if we change the Tables, 
all Things are found placed in a quite different 
Poſture from 'what juſt before they appear'd 
to ſtand in; | 
Ix this ſeem too darkly and unintelligibly 
expreſs'd, I'll explam it by the familiar In- 
ftance of ſome Great King or Prince, whom 
every one ſhall ſuppoſe to ſwim in the Luxu- 
ry of Wealth, and to be a Powerful Lord and 
Maſter; when, alas, on the one hand he has 
Poverty of Spirit enough to make him a mere 

1; and on the other fide he is worſe than 
a Galley- ſlave to his own Luſts and Paſſions. 
Ix I had a mind farther to expatiate, I could 


enlarge upon ſeveral Inſtances of the like Na- 


ture; but this one may at preſent ſuffice. 

Wert, but what's the Meaning (will ſome 
1 of all this? Why, obſerve the Applica- 
12411 „enn tion, 
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tion. If any one in a Play-houſe be fo imper- 
tinent and rude as to rifle the Actors of their 
borrow'd Cloaths, make them lay down the 
Character affum'd, and force them to return to 
their Naked Selves, would not ſueh a one whol- 
ly diſcompoſe and fpoil the Entertainment ? 
And won'd he not deſerve to be liffd- and 
thrown Stones at, till the Pragmatical Fool 
could learn better Manners? For by ſuch a 
Diſturbance the whole Scene will be alter'd: 
Such, as acted the Men, will perhaps appear to 
be Nomen: He, that was dreſs'dup for a Leung 
Brisk Lover, will be found a rough Old Fellow; 
and he, that repreſented a Ming, will remain but 
a mean ordinary Sui mn. The laying 
Things thus open is Marring all the Sport, 
which conſiſts only in Counterfeit and Diſ- 
guiſe. Now the World! is nothing elſe but 
ſuch another Comady, where every one in the 
Tire-room is firſt Habited ſuitably to the Part 
he is to act; and, as it is ſucceſſively their Turn, 
out they come on the Stage, where he, that 
now Porſonates a N I Fe. XIII. J Null 
in another Part of the ſame Play alter his 
Dreſs, and beteme a Beggar; all Things being 
in a Mabk and particular Diſguiſe, or other- 
wiſe the Play could never be preſented. Now 
if there ſhould ariſe any Stareh'd Formal Don, 
that would point at the ſeveral Actors, and tell 
how This, that ſeems a Petty-God, is in wo 

worſe 
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worſe than a Brute, being made Captive to the 
Tyranny of Paſſion ; that the Other, who 
bears the Character of a King, is indeed the 
moſt flaviſh of Serving-men, in being ſubject 
to the Maſterſhip of Luſt and Senſuality; that 
a Third, who vaunts ſo much of his Pedi- 
gree, is no better than a Baſtard for degene- 
rating from Virrue, Which ought to be of 
greateſt Conſideration in Heraldry, and ſo ſhall 
go on in Expoſing all the reſt ; would not 
any one think ſuch a Perſon quite Frantick, 
and ripe for Bedlam ? For, as nothing is more 
filly than Prepoſterous Wiſdom; ſo is there 

ing more indiſcreet than an Unreaſonable 


- Reproof, And therefore he is to be houted 


out of all Society that will not be pliable, 
conformable, and willing to ſuit his Humour 
with other Mens, remembring the Law of 
Clubs and Meetings, that he, who will not do 
as the reſt, muſt get him out of the Company, 
And it is certainly one great Degree of Wiſ- 
dom for every one to conſider that he is but 
a Man, and therefore he ſhould not pitch his 
ſoaring Thoughts beyond the Level of Mor- 
tality, but imp the Wings of his tow'ring 
Ambition and obligingly ſubmit and condeſ. 


cend to the Weakneſs of others, it being many 
times a Piece of Complaiſance to go out of the 
Road for Company's Sake. No ( fay you) 
this is a grand Piece of Folly : True; but 
$ yet 
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yet all our Living is no more than ſuch kind 
of Fooling : Which, though it may ſeem harſh 
to aſſert, yet it is not ſo ſtrange as true. 

Por the better making it out it might per- 
haps be requiſite to invoke the Aid of the Mu- 
ſes, to whom the Poets devoutly apply them- 
ſelves upon far more ſlender Occaſions. Come 
then and affiſt, ye Helicoman Laſſes, while 1 
attempt to prove, that there is no Method for 
an Arrival to Wiſdom, and conſequently no 
Track to the Goal of Happineſs, without the 
Inſtructions and Directions of Folly. 

AND here, in the firſt place, it has been 
already acknow that all the Paſſions are 
lifted under my Regiment, ſince This is re- 
ſolved to be the only Diſtinction betwixt a 
Wiſe Man and a Fool, Lone pre — 
govern'd by Paſſion, the other 
ſon : And therefore the Stoic 
Paſſions no other than the — and Ma- 
lady of the Soul, that diſorders the Conſtitu- 
tion of the whole Man, and, by putting the 
Spirits into a Feveriſn Ferment, many times 
occaſion ſome Mortal Diſtemper. — ws : 
theſe, however decried, are not only our 
1 
Wiſdom, rs ang 9 ee pr and ſpur 
P on to a Diſpatch of all our Un- 

ber wag, rag I ſuppoſe, will be ſtomach'd 
ern, the Stoical Seneca, Who pretends, 9 — 
Jy 
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only Emblem of Wiſdom is the Nan without 
Paſſion; whereas the fppoling any Perſon to 
be ſo, is perfectly to Unman him, or ' elſe 
Transforming him into fome fabulous Deity, 
that never was, nor ever will be; nay, to 
ſpeak more plain, it is but the making him a 
meer Statue, immoveable, fſenſteſs, and alto- 
ther unactive. And if this, be their wiſe 
„ let them take a wr to themſelves; and 
remove him into Plato's Commonwealth, the 
vew Atlautis, or ſome other-like Fairy-land: 
For who would not hate and avoid fuck a Perl 
ſon, as ſhould be deaf to all the Dictates of com- 
mon Senſe? That ſhould have no more of 
Love or Pity, than a Block or Stone? That re- 
mains heedleſs of all Dangers 2 That thinks he 
can neuer miſtake, hut can foreſee all Contin- 
gencies at the greateſt Diftance, and make Pro- 
viſion for the worſt That feeds upon 
himſelf, and his own Thoughts? That Mono- 
polizes Health, Wealth, Power, Dignity, and 
all to himſelf? That des no Man, nor is 
beloved of any? That has the Impudence to 
a 2 even Divine Providence of ill Contrivance; 
r nay, tram ples under Foot 

en's Reputation? And this is he 
tg is 1 Stoick's Wiſe Man. But 
prithee what City would chuſe fuch a Magiſ- 
trate? What Army would be willing to ſerve 
under — a Commander? Or What ä 
\ W 
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would be content with ſuch a Do-little Hus- 
band? Who would invite ſuch a Gueſt? Or 
what Servant would be retained by ſuch a 
Maſter ? The mot illiterate Mechanick would 
in all reſpects be a more acceptable Man, who 
would be frolickſome with his Wife, free with 
his Friends, jovial at a Feaſt, pliable in Con- 
verſe, and obliging to all Company. But I 
am tired out with this Part of my Subject, and 
ſo muſt paſs to ſome other Topecks, 

AND now were any one plac'd.on that 
Tower, from whence ove is fancied by the 
Poets to Survey the World, he would all around 
liſcern how many Grievances and Calamities 
our whole Life is on every Side encompaſſed 
with : How Unclean our Birth, how T rouble- 
ſome our Tendance in the Cradle, how liable 
our Childhood is to a T houſand Misfortunes, 
how Toilſome and full of Drudgery our Riper 
Years, how Heavy and Uncomfortable our 
Old-age, and laſtly, how Unwelcome the Un- 
av oidableneſs of th, Farther, in every 
Courſe of Life how many Racks there may 
be of torturing Diſeaſes, how many unhappy 
Accidents may 9 — occur, how many un- 
expected Diſaſters may ariſe, and what ſtrange 
Alterations may one Moment produce? Not 
to mention ſuch Miſeries as Men are mutually 
the Cauſe of, as Poverty, Impriſonment, 
—_ Reproach, Gt” heal Treachery, Ma- 


lice, 
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lice, Couſenage, Deceit, and ſo many more, 
as to reckon them all would be as puzzling 
Arithmetick as the numbring of the Sands. 

How Mankind became environed with ſuch 
hard Circumſtances, or what Deity impoſed 
theſe Plagues, as a Penance on rebellious Mor- 
tals, I am not now at Leiſure to enquire : But 
whoſoever ſeriouſly takes them into Conſidera- 
tion, he muſt needs commend the Valour of 
the Mileſian Virgins, who voluntarily kill'd 
themſelves to get rid of a troubleſome World : 
And how many Wiſe Men have took the ſame 
Courſe of Becoming their own Executioners ; 
among whom, not to mention Dzogenes, 
Kenocrates, Cato, Caſſius, Brutus, and other 
Heroes, the Self-denying Chiron is never 
enough to be commended ; who, when he was 
offered by Apollo the Privilege of being ex- 
empted from Death, and living on to the 
World's End, refuſed the Enticing Propoſal, 
as deſervedly thinking it a Puniſhment rather 
than a Reward. 

Bur if all were thus Wiſe you ſee how 
ſoon the World would be Unpeopled, and what 
need there would be of a ſecond Prometheus, to 
Plaiſter up the Decayed Image of Mankind. 1 
therefore come and ſtand in this Gap of Danger, 
and prevent farther Miſchief ; partly by Igno- 
rance, partly by Inadvertence 3 by the Obli- 
vion of whatever would be grating to — 

an 
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and the Hopes of whatever may be grateful to 
expect, palliating together all griefs with an In- 
termixture of Pleaſure z whereby I make Men 
ſo far from being weary of their Lives, that 
when their Thread is ſpun to its full Length, 
they are yet unwilling to die, and mighty hard- 
ly brought to take their laſt farewell of their 
Friends, Thus ſome Decrepit Old Fellows, 
that look as hollow as the Grave into which 
they are falling, that rattle in the Throat at 
every Word they ſpeak, that can eat no Meat 
but what is tender enough to ſucſ, that have 
more Hair on their Beard than they have on 
their Head, [Fi6, XIV.] and go ſtooping 
toward the Du/? they muſt ſhortly return to, 
whoſe Skin ſeems already dreſt into Parchment, 
and their Bones already dried to a Skeleton ; 
theſe Shadows of Men ſhall be wonderful Am- 
bitious of living longer, and therefore fence off 
the Attacks of Death with all imaginable Slights 
and Impoſtures : One thall zew Dye his Grey 
Hairs for fear the Colour ſhould betray his Age ; 
another ſhall ſpruce himſelf up in a light Peri- 
ig; a Third ſhall repair the Loſs of his 'Teeth 
with an [very Sett ; and a Fourth perhaps ſhall 
fall deeply in Love with a Young Girl, and ac- 
cordingly Court her with as much of Gaiety 
and Briskneſs as the livelieſt Spark in the whole 
Town: And we can't but know, that for an 
Old Man to Marry a Young Wife without a 

F 2 Portion, 
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Portion, to be a Cooler to other Men's Luft, is 
grown fo common, that it is become an Ala- 
mode of the Limes. And what's yet more 
Comical, you ſhall have ſome wrinkled Old 
Women, [FI. XV.] whoſe very Looks are 
a ſufficient Antidote to Leachery, that ſhall be 
canting out, A, Lit is a ſweet Thing, and 
ſo run a Catterwawling, and hire ſome' ſtrong 
back'd Stallions to recover their almoſt Joſt Senſe 
of Feeling; and to ſet themſelves off the better, 
they ſhall paint and dawb- their Faces, always 
ſtand d tricking up | themſelves at their 
Looking-glafs, ga naked: neck d, bare-breaſted, 
be tickled at a ſmutty Jet, dance among the 
Young Girls, write Love-Letters, and do all 
other little Knacks of decoy ing Hot-blooded 
Suitors ; and in the mean while, however they 
are laught at, Ws: enjoy themſelves to the full, 
live up to their Heart's Deſire, and want for 
nothing that may compleat their Happineſs. As 
for thoſe that think them herein ſo ridiculous, I 
would have them give an Ingenuous Anſwer to 
this One Query, Whether, if Folly or Hanging 
were left to their Choice, they had not much 
rather live like Feels, than die like Dogs © But 
what Matter is it if theſe Things are reſented 
by the Vulgar? Their ill Word is no Injury to 
Fools, who are either altogether inſenſible of 
any Affront, or at leaſt lay it not much to 
Heart, If they were knock'd on the Head, > 
ha 
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had their Brains daſh'd out, they would have 
ſome Cauſe to complain; but alas, Slander, 
Calumny and Diſgrace, are no other Way In- 
jurious than as they are Interpreted; nor other- 
wiſe Evil, than as they are thought to be ſo: 
What Harm is it then if all Perſons deride and 
ſcoff you, if you bear but up in your own 
Thoughts, and be your ſelf throughly conceite d 
of your Deſerts? And prithee, why ſhould it 
be thought any Scandal to be a Fool, ſince 
the being ſo is one Part of our Nature and Eſ- 
ſence; and, as ſo, our not being Wiſe can no 
more reaſonably be imputed as a Fault, than it 
would be proper to laugh at a Man becauſe he 
cannot fly in the Air like Birds and Fowls; 
becauſe he goes not on all Four as Beaſts of the 
Field ; becauſe he does not wear a Pair of vi- 
ſible Horns as a Creſt on his Forehead, like 
Bulls or Stags : By the fame Figure we may 
call a Horſe unhappyF®becauſe he was never 
taught his Grammar ; and an Ox miſerable, 
for that he never learnt to Fence : But ſure as a 
Horſe, for not knowing a Letter, is never the 
leis valuable; ſo a Man, for being a Fool, is 
never the more unfortunate, it being by Na- 
ture and Providence fo ordained for each. 

Ay, but (ſay our Patrons of Wiſdom) the 
Knowledge of Arts and Sciences is purpoſely 
attainable by Men, that the Defect of Natural. 
Parts may be ſupplied by the help of 4 

3 
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As if it were probable that Nature, which had 


been fo exact and curious in the Mechaniſm of 
Flowers, Herbs, and Flies, ſhould have bungled 
moſt in her Maſter- piece, and made Man, as it 
were by Halves, to be afterward Poliſhed and 
Refined by his own Induſtry, in the Attain- 
ment of ſuch Sciences as the Egyptians feigned 
were invented by their God Theuth, as a Plague 
ſire, and Puniſhment to Mankind, being fo 
far from augmenting their Happineſs, that they 
do not anſwer that End they were firſt deſigned 
for, which was the Improvement of Memory, as 
Plato in his Phedrus does wittily obſerve. 

In the firſt Golden-age of the World, there 
was no need of theſe Perplexities ; there was 
then no other Sort of Learning but what was 
naturally Collected from every Man's common 
Senſe, improved by an eaſy Experience, What 
Uſe could there have — of Grammar, when 
all Men ſpoke the ſame" Mother- Tongue, and 
aimed at no higher Pitch of Oratory, than 
barely to be underſtood by each other ? What 
need of Logick, when they were too Wiſe to 
enter into any Diſpute ? Or what occaſion for 
Rhetorick, where no Difterence aroſe to require 
any laborious Deciſion ? And as little Reaſon 
had they to be tied up by any Laws, fince the 
Dictates of Nature and common Morality were 
reſtraint anc Obligation ſufficient: And as to 
all the Myſteries of Providence, they made _ 

rather 
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rather the Object of their Wonder, than of 
their Curioſity; and therefore were not ſo pre- 
ſumptuous as to dive into the Depths of Na- 
ture, to labour for the ſolving all Phænomena's 
in Aſtronomy, or to wrack their Brain in the 
ſplitting of Entities, and unfolding the niceſt 
Speculations, judging it a Crime for any Man 
to aim at what is put beyond the reach of his 
ſhallow Apprehenſion. 

Tus was Ignorance, in the Infancy of the 
World, as much the Parent of Happineſs as it 
has been fince of Devotion: But as ſoon as the 
Golden-age began by degrees to degenerate into 
more droſſy Metals, then were Arts likewiſe 
invented ; yet at firſt but few in Number, and 
thoſe rarely underſtood, till in farther Proceſs of 
Time the Superſtition of the Chaldeans, and the 
Curiofity of the Grecians, ſpawn'd ſo many 
Subtilties, that now it is ſcarce the Work of an 
Age to be throughly acquainted with all the 
Criticiſms in Grammar only. And among all 
the ſeveral Arts, thoſe are proportionably moſt 
eſteemed, of that come neareſt to Weakneſs and 
Folly. For thus Divines may bite their Nails, 
and Naturalifts may blow their Fingers, Aſtro- 

rs may know their own Fortune is to be 
Poor, and the Logician may ſhut his Fiſt, and 
graſp the Wind, 


Solus ia ſeòs avip mer aridtios amay, 
IVhile 


— 
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While all theſe hard-nam'd Fellotius cannot make 
ſo great a Figure as a ſingle Quack. [FiG, XVI.] 
And in this Profeſſion, thoſe that have moſt 
Confidence, though the leaſt Skill, ſhall be ſure 
of the greateſt Cuſtom ; and indeed this whole 
Art, as it is now practiſed, is but one Incorpo- 

rated Compound of Craft and Impoſture. 
NExr to the Phyſician comes (he, who per- 
haps will commence a Suit with me for not 
being placed before him, I mean) the Lawyer, 
who is fo ſilly as to be /gnoramus to a Proverb, 
and yet by fuch are all Difficulties reſolved, all 
Controverſies determined, and all Affairs ma- 
naged, ſo much to their own Advantage, that 
they get thoſe Eſtates to themſelves which they 
arc employed to recover for their Clients: 
While the Poor Divine in the mean time ſhall 
have the Lice crawl upon his thread-bare Gown, | 
before, by all his Sweat and Drudgery, he can 
get Money enough to purchaſe a new one. As 
thoſe Arts therefore are moſt advantageous to 
their reſpective Profeſſors which are fartheſt 
diſtant from Wiſdom; fo are thoſe Perſons in- 
comparably moſt happy that have leaft to do 
with any at all, but jog on in the common 
Road of Nature, which will. never miſlead. us, 
except we voluntarily leap over thoſe Boun- 
daries which ſhe has cautiouſly ſet to our finite 
Beings. Nature glitters moſt in her own plain, 
homely Garb, and then gives the greateſt Euf- 
tic 


UPON FOLLY. 57 


tre when ſhe is unſullied from all Artificial 
Garniſh. 

Tus, if we inquire into the State of all 
Dumb Creatures, we ſhall find thoſe fare beſt 
that are left to Nature's Conduct: As to in- 
ſtance in Bees, what is more to be admired than 
the Induſtry and Contrivance of theſe little 
Animals? What Architect could ever form ſo 
curious a Structure as they give a Model of in 
their unimitable Combs? What Kingdom can 
be Governed with better Diſcipline than they 
exactly obſerve in their reſpective Hives? While 
the Horſe, by turning a Rebel to Nature, and 
becoming a Save to Man, undergoes the worſt 
of Tyranny: He is ſometimes ſpurr'd on to 
Battle ſo long till he draws his Guts after him 
for Trapping, and at laſt falls down, and bites 
the Ground inſtead of Graſs; not to mention 
the Penalty of his Jaws being curbed, his Tail 
dock'd, his Back wrung, his Sides ſpur-gall'd, 
his cloſe Impriſonment in a Stable, his Rapſhin 
and Fetters when he runs a Graſs, and a great 
many other Plagues, which he might have 
avoided if he had kept to that firſt Station of 
Freedom which Nature plac'd him in. How 
much more deſirable is the unconfined Range of 
Flies and Birds, who, living by Inſtinct, would 
want nothing to compleat their Happineſs, if 
ſome well-employed Domitian would not per- 
ſecute the former, nor the ſly Fowler lay 3 

an 
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and Gins for the intrapping of the other ? And 
if young Birds, before their unfledg'd Wings 
can carry them from their Neſts, are caught, 
and pent up in a Cage, for the being taught to 
Sing, or Whiſtle, all their new Tunes make 
not half fo ſweet Muſick as their wild Notes, 
and natural Melody : So much does that which 
is but rough-drawn by Nature ſurpaſs and ex- 
ce] all the additional Paint and Varniſh of Art, 
And we Tannot ſure but commend and admire 
that Pythagorean Cock, which (as Lucian re- 
lates) had been ſucceſſively a Man, a Woman, 
a Prince, a Subject, a F iſh, a Horſe, and a 
Frog ; after all his Experience he ſumm'd up 
his Judgment in this Cenſure, that Man was the 
moſt wretched and deplorable of all Creazyres, 
all other patiently grazing within the Encloſures 
of Nature, while Man only broke out, and 
ſtrayed beyond thoſe ſafer Limits, which he 
was juſtly confined to. And Gryllus is to be 
adjudged wiſer than the much-counſelling 
Ulyſſes, in as much as when by the Inchant- 
ment of Circe he had been turned into a 
Hag, he wouldnot lay down his Swiniſhnels, 
nor forſake his beloved Stie, to run the 
Peril of a Hazardous Voyage. For a far- 
ther Confirmation whereof I have the Au- 
thority of Homer, that Captain of all Poetry, 
who, as he gives to Mankind in general the 


Epithet of Vretehed and Unhappy, fo he beſtows 
1 
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in particular upon Ulyſſes the Title of Miſe- 


rable, which he never attributes to Paris, 
Har, Achilles, or any other cf the Comman- 
ders; and that for this Reaſon, becauſe Les 
was more Crafty, Cautious, and Wiſe, than 
any of the reſt, 

As thoſe therefore fall ſhorteſt of Happineſs 
that reach higheſt at Wiſdom, meeting with 
the greater Repulſe for ſoaring beyond the 
Boundaries of their Nature, and without re- 
membring themſelves to be but Men, like the 
fallen Angels, daring them to vye with Om- 
nipotence, and Giant-like ſcale Heaven with 
the Engines of their own Brain; ſo are thoſe 


moſt exalted in the Road of Bliſs that degene- 


rate neareſt into Brutes, and quietly diveſt 
hen elves of all Uſe and Exerciſe of Reaſon, 
AND this we can prove by a familiar In- 
ſtance. As namely, can there be any one Sort 
of Men that enjoy themſelves better than thoſe 
which we call Idiots, Changelings, Fools, and 
Naturals? It may perhaps ſound harſh, but 
upon due Conſideration it will be found abun- 
dantly true, that theſe Perſons in all Circum- 
ſtances fare beſt, and live moſt comfortably : 
As firſt, they are void of all Fear, which is a 
very great Privilege to be exempted from ; 
they are troubled with no Remorſe nor Pricks 

of Conſcience ; they are not frighted with an 
Bugbear Stories of another World ; they ſtartle 
not 
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not at the fancied Appearance of Ghoſts, or 
Apparitions; they are not rack'd with the 
Dread of impending Miſchiefs, nor bandied 
with the Hopes of any expected Enjoyments: 
In ſhort, they are unaſſaulted by all thoſe Le- 
gions of Cares that war againſt the Quiet of 


Rational Souls; they are aſhamed of nothing, 


fear no Man, baniſh the Uneaſineſs of Am- 
bition, Envy, and Love; and, to add the Re- 
verſion of a future Happineſs to the Enjoy ment 
of a preſent one, they have no Sin neither to 
anſwer for; Divines unanimouſly maintaining, 
that a groſs and unavoidable /gnorance does not 
only extenuate and abate from the Aggrava- 
tion, but wholly expiate the Guilt of any In- 
morality, 

Come now then as many of you as chal- 
lenge the Reſpect of being accounted ie, 
ingenuouſly confeſs how many Inſurrections of 


rebellious Thoughts, and Pangs of a labouring 


Mind, ye are perpetually thrown and tortur'd 
with; reckon up all thoſe Inconveniences that 
you are unavoidably ſubject to, and then tell me 
whether Fools, by being exempted from all 
theſe Embroilments, are not infinitely more 
free and happy than your ſelves? Add to this, 
that Fools do not barely Laugh, and Sing, and 
Play the Good Fellow, alone to themſelves ; but 
as it is the Nature of Good, to be communicative, 
ſo they impart their Mirth to others, by mak- 
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ing Sport for the whale Company they are at 
any time engaged in, as if Providence purpoſe- 
ly defign'd them for an Antidote to Melancho- 
ly : Whereby they make all Perſons ſo fond of 
their Society, that they are welcomed to all 
hon. hug eee and defended, a Li- 
ven o or doing any thing ; 
2 Si _ 2 80 dares to hr hes 
NT ; nay, the moſt ravenous Beaſts 
1054 will them by untouch'd, as if. by 
were warned that ſuch Innocence 
ought to ae no hurt. [FiG, XVII. I Far- 
ther, their Comverſc is ſo acceptable in the 
Courts of Princes, that few Kings will Banquet, 
Walk, ot take any. other Diverſion, without 
their. ; nay, and had much rather 
have their Company, than that of their graveſt 
Counſellors, whom maintain more for 
Faſhion-ſake than will; nor is it fo 
ſtrange, that theſe Fools ſhould be arid be- 
fore graver Paliticians, ſince theſe laſt,” by hair : 
ruth, 


Advice, desc and ill-timing the 
are 1 nh put à Prince out of Humour, 


while, the - La Laugh, and Talk, and Joke, 
without any Danger of diſobliging. 
_ Ir, js one farther commendable Proper- 


. ways f the Truth 
A on 991 10 A N 8 


Ra Po 0, the Plato relate it as à Sen- 
tence. bs Alcibiages, That in the Sea of Drun- 
. 'G- henneſs 


covers it by his Words : While the 
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kenngſs Truth fwims uppermoſt, and ſo Wine i 
the only Teller of I ruth, yet this Character 
may more juſtly be aſſumed by me, as I can 
make good from the Authority of Euripides, 


who yk down this as an Axiom, we H v9 


Children and Fools always [peu the Truth. 
Whatever the Pool has in his Heart, he betrays 
it in his Face ; or what is more no N „ diſ- 
Man, 
as Euripides obſerves, carries a Double Tongue; 
the one to ſpeak what may be faid, the other 
what ought to be; the one what Truth, the 
other what the Time requires: Whereby he can 
In a trice ſo alter his Judgrrient, as to prove that 
to be no White, which he had juſt before ſwore 
to be Black; like the Satyr at his Porridge, 
blowing hot and cold at the ſame Breath; in 
his Lips profeſſing one Thing, when in his 
eart he means another. 
 FARTHERMORE, Princes in their greateſt 
Splendor ſeem upon this Account unlia 
that they miſs the Adyantage of being dach 
Truth, and are ſhamm'd by a parcel of in- 
finuating] Courtiers, that acquit themſelves as 
Flatterers more than as Friends. But ſome will 
perchance object, that Princes do not love to 
hear the Truth, and therefore 7/3/# Men muſt 
be very cautious how they behave themſelves 
before them, leſt they ſhould. take too great a 


Liberty in ſpeaking what is true, rather — 
what 
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what is acceptable, This muſt be confeſs' d, 
Truth indeed is ſeldom palatable to the Ears of 
Kings, yet Foclt have ſo great a Privilege as to 
have free leave, not only to ſpeak bare Truths, 
but the moſt hitler ones too: So as the fame 
Reproof, which, had it come from the Mouth. 
of Wiſe Aan, would baye coſt him his Head, 
ng blurted out by a Fool, is not only par- 
den d, but well taken and rewarded. For 
Truth has naturally a Mixture of Pleaſure, if it 
carry with it nothing of Offence to the Perſon 
whom. it is applied to; and. the happy Knack 
ondering i it ſo is beſtowed only on Fol. "Tis 
or the ſame Reaſon that this of Men are 
more - fondly beloved by. Women, [Fi1s. 
XVIII.] Who like their tumbling them about, 
and playing with them, though never ſo boiſte- 
rouſly, pretending to take that only in Jeſt, 
which they would have to be meant in Earneſt, 
as that Sex is very Ingenious in palliating, and 
Sendling the Bent . of their wanton I Inclina- 
tions. 

Bor to return: An Additional Happineſs 
of theſe Fools appears farther in this, that when 
they have run merrily on to their laſt Stage of 
Liſe, they neither find any Fear, nor feel any 
Pain to die, but march contentedly to the other 
World, where their Company ſure muſt be as 
acceptable as it was here upon Earth, | 

LE us draw now to 5 Compariſon between 

1 2 the 


* 
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the Condition of a Ful and that of a |: 
Man, and ſee how infinitely the one outweighs 
the other, - 
Give me any Inſtance then of a Man as 
Wile as you can fancy him poſſible to be, that 
has ſpent all his Younger Years in poring upon 
Books, and trudging after Learning ; in the 
Purſuit whereof he ſquanders away the pleafant 
Time of his Life in Watching, Sweat and 
Faſting ; and in his latter Days he never taſtes 
one Mouthful of Delight, but is always ſtingy, 
poor, dejected, melancholy, burthenſome to 
himſelf, and unwelcome to others; pale, lean, 
thin-jaw'd, ſickly, contracting by his Seden- 
tarineſs ſuch hurtful Diſtempers as bring him to 
2 untimely Death, like Roſes pluck'd before 

RT Thus have you the Draught of 

iſe Man's Happineſs, more the Object of 

1 commiſerating Pity, than of an ambitioning 

n 

Bor now again come the croaking Stoicks, 
and tell me in Mood and Figure, That nothing 
is more miſerable than the being Mad: But the 
being a Fool is the being Mad, therefore there 
is nothing more miſerable than the being a Fool. 
Alas, this is but a Fallacy, the Diſcovery where- 


of ſolves the Force of the whole 8 ylogiſm. Well 


then, they argue ſubtilly, tis true; but as So- 
crates in Plato makes T'wo Yenuss and Two 
Cupidi, and ſhews how their Actions and Pro- 
perties 
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perties ought not to be confounded ; fo theſe . 
0 Diſputants if they had not been Mad them 
ſelves, ſhould have diſtinguiſh'd between a 
double Madneſs in others : And there is cer- 
as I tainly a great Difference in the Nature as well 
at as in the Degrees of them, and they are not 


on both equally, ſcandalous: For Horace ſeems ta 
he hs Is io nes Bon ain to fays, . 

— An me ludit amabilis 
tes Inſania ; f 


to ¶ Dees welcome Frenzy make me thus miſtake © 


n- And Plato in his Phadron ranks the Mad 

to | neſs. of Poets, of Prophets, and of Lovers, 
Tre || among thoſe Properties which conduce to a2 
of Happy Life, And Virgil, in his Sixth Æucid, 

of ¶ gives this Epithet to his induſtrious Eneas, 


Quod fe ; 82 
Inſano juvat indulgere labori: 


he V you'll proceed to theſe, your Mad, Attempts... 


ol. And indeed there is a twofold Sort of Mad- 
7e- neſs; the one that which the Furies bring from 
ell Hell; thoſe that are herewith poſſeſs d are hur- 
e- ried on to Wars and Contentions, by an inex- 
wo bauſtible Thirſt of * and Riches, inflamed 
o- . * to 


* 
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to fome infamous and unlawful Luft, inraged 
to act the Parricide, ſeduced to become guil 

of Inceſt, Sacrilege, or ſome other of tho 

Crimſon-dy'd Crimes ; or, finally, to be ſo 
prick'd in Conſcience as to be laſh'd and ſtung 
with the Whips and Snakes of Grief and Re- 
morſe. But there is another Sort of Madneſs 


that proceeds from Folly; fo far from being 


any way injurious or diſtaſteful, that it is 
thoroughly good and defirable : And this hap- 
pens when by a harmleſs Miſtake in the Judg- 
ment of Things the Mind is freed from thoſe 
Cares which would otherwiſe gratingly afflict 


it, and ſmooth'd over with a —— 3 Sa- 


tistaction it could not under other Circum- 
ſtances ſo happily enjoy. And this is that 
comfortable Apathy or Infenfiblenefs which 
Ctrere, in an Epiſtle to his Friend Atticus, 
wiſhes himſelf Maſter of, that he might the 
leſs take to Heart thoſe inſufferable Outrages 
committed by the Tyrannizing Friumvirate, 
Lepidus, | Antonius, and Auguftus, That Gre- 
cian likewiſe had a happy Time of it, who 
was ſo frantick as to fit a whole Day in the 
empty Theatre laughing, ſhouting, and clap- 
ping his Hands, as if he had really ſeen ſome 
Pathetick Travedy” acted to the Life; when 
_ all was no more than the Strength of 

nation, and the Efforts of Dehufion; while 
f A al oder reſpects the” fame Perſon behaved 


him- 
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bimſelf very diſcretely, ws: abi +: e 
— — — amicis, 1 


Comis in uxorem, poſſetque 1gnoſters ſervis, | 
Et figno læſæ non mſanire lagene. 


Syweet to his Friends, to's Wife obliging, kind, 
And ſo averſe from a revengeful Mind. 
That had his Men unſeal'd his Bottled Wine, 

He wou'd not fret, nor doggedly repine, 


And when by a Courſe of Phyfick he was re- 
cover'd from this Frenzy, he look'd upon his 
Cure ſo far from a Kindneſs, that he thus rea- 
ſons the Caſe with his Friends; | | 


— — Pol me occidiftis a amici, 
Not ervaſtis, — cui fie extorta wvoluptas, 
emptus per vim mentis gratiſſimus error. 


This Remedy, my Friends, is worſe i th* main 
Than the Diſeaſe, the Cure: augments thePain; 


My only Hopes, TY TS. - 5 


And certainly they were the more Mad of 
the Two, who endeavour'd to bereave him 
of fo pleaſing a Delirium, and recal alh the 
Aches of his Head by diſpelling the r of 
his Brains. 


I have not yet determin'd Ae it be 
proper 
I 


39 o 
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proper to include all the Deſects of Senſe and 
Underſtanding under the common Genus of 
Madneſs. For if any one be ſo ſhort-ſighted 
as to take a Mule for an Aſs;. or 
pated, as. to admire a paltry Ballad for an 
elegant Poem, he is not thereupon immedia- 
tely cenſured as Mad: But if any one let 
not only his Senſes but his Judgment be im- 
poſed upon in the moſt ordinary common Con- 
cerns, he ſhall come under the the Scandal of 
being thought next Door to a Madman. As 
ſuppoſe, any one ſhould hear an Aſs bray, 
and ſhould take it for raviſhing Muſick; - or 
if. any one, Born a Beggar, ſhould fancy him- 
ſelf as Great as a Prince, or the like. But 
 . this Sort of Madneſs, if (as is moſt uſual ) it 
44 be accompanied .with Pleaſure, brings a great 
Satisfaction both to thoſe who. are d 
| with-it themſelves, and thoſe who deride it. in 
i others, tho they are not both equally Fran- 
F tick, And this Species of Madneſs is of larger 
y Extent than the World commonly imagines. 
| Thus the whole Tribe of Madmen make 
Sport among themſelves, while one laughs at 
another; he that is more Mad many times 
jeering bim that is leſs ſo. But indeed the 
greater each Man's Madneſs is, the greater is 
| his Happineſs, if it be but ſuch a Sort as pro- 
fl ceeds from an Exceſs of Folly, which is ſo 
Epidemical. a Diſtemper that it is hard to find 
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any one Man fo uninfected as not to have 
ſometimes a Fit or Two of Tome Sort of 
Frenzy. There is only this Difference be- 
tween the ſeveral Patients: He that ſhall take 
2 Broom-ftick: for a Strait-bodied Woman, is 
without more ado ſentenced for a Mad-man, 
becauſe this is ſo ſtrange a Blunder as very 
ſeldom happens; whereas he, whoſe Wife is a 
common Jilt, that keeps a Warehouſe free for 
al Cuſtomers, and yet ſwears ſhe is as chaſte 
ay- an. untouch'd: Virgin, and hugs himſelf in 
his contented Miſtake, is. ſcarce taken Notice 
of,” -becauſe he fares: no worſe than a great 
many more of his good-natur'd Neighbours. 
Among theſe are to be rank'd ſuch as take 
an immoderate Delight in Hunting, [ FIG. 
XIX. J and thiak no Muſick comparable to 
the Sounding of Horns and the Yelping of 

ples; and were they to take Phylick, 
would no queſtion think the moſt Sovereign 
Virtues to be in the Album Græcum of a Dog's 
Turd. When they have run down their. 
Game, what ſtrange Pleaſure they take in cut- 
ting of it up]! Cows and Sheep may be ſlaugh- 
ter d by common Butchers, but what is kill'd 
in Hunting muſt be broke up by none under a 
Gentleman, who ſhall throw dawn his Hat, fall 
devoutly on his Knees, and drawing out a 
flaſhing Hanger (for a common Knife is not 
good enough) after ſeveral Commun By 
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diſſect all the Parts as artificially as the beſt- 
skill'd Anatomiſt, while all. that ſtand round 
ſhall look very intently, and ſeem to be mightily 
ſurpriz'd with the Novelty, . tho' they have ſeen 
the fame an Hundred times before; and he that 
can but dip his Finger, and taſte of the Blood, 
mall think his own better'd by it. And tho} 
the conſtant Feeding on ſuch Diet does but ab 
ſimilate them to the Nature of thoſe Beaſts they 
eat of, yet they'll ſwear that Veniſon. is Meat 
for Princes, and that their living upon it make 
them / as Great as Empero rs. 
-. Near akin to theſe are ſuch as; take, 'g 
great Fancy ſor Building - They raiſe ug 
pull down, begin anew, alter the „ and 
never reſt till they run themſelves out of their 
whole Eftate, taking up ſuch a Compaſs fot 
Buildings, - till they leave themſelves; not ons 
Feat of Land to tiveapdn, nor one poor [Cot 
tage to ſhelter themſelves-from Cold and Hun, 
ger; and yet al the while are mighty proiid 
of i}.:ir Contrivances, and fing a ſweet Re 
guiem to their own Happineſs. 7 | 

To theſe are to be added thoſe plodding Vir- 
turſ-es, that plunder the moſt inward Receſſes 
of Nature for' the Pillage of a New Invention, 
and rake over Sea and Land for the Purning up 
ſome hitherto latent Myſtery ; and are ſo con- 
tinually tickled with the Hopes of Succeſs, that 
they 4— for no Coſt nor Pains, but truce: 
| on, 
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on, and upon a Defeat in one Attempt, cou- 
rageouſly tack about to another, and fall upon 
new Experiments, never giving over till they 
have calcined their whole Eftate to Ahes, and 
have not Money enough left unmelted to pur- 
chaſe one Crucible or - Limbeck : And yet 
after all, they are not ſo much diſcouraged, but 
that they dream Fine Things ſtill, and animate 
others what they can to the like Undertak- 
ings; nay, when their Hopes come to the laſt 
Gaſp, after all their Diſappointments, _y 17 
one Bade for their Credit, that 


Tn Magnis vlt Jat "IP 
WY Great 2 »plotts onr bare Attempts fache. 


And ſo tial againſt the Shortneſs of their 
Life, which allows them not Time enough 
% bring their Defigns to a Nane and Per- 
echon. 


WHETHER Dire. Pliers f 10. XX. I may 


12 favourably dealt with as to be admitted 


among the reſt is ſcarce yet reſolved upon: But 
ſure it is hugely vain and ridiculous, when we 
ſee ſome Perſons fo devoutly addicted to this 
Diverſion, that at the firſt Rattle of the Box 
their Heart fakes within them, and keeps 
Confort with the Motion of the Dice: They 


are egg d on fo long with the Hopes n 
| Winning, 


12 A PANEGYRICK 


Winning, till at laſt, in a literal-Senſe, they 
have thrown away ,their whole Eſtate, and 
made Shipwrack of all they have, ſcarce eſca- 
ing to .Shore with their own Cloaths to their 
Backs; thinking it in the mean while a great 
Piece of Religion to be juſt in the Payment 
of their Stakes, and will cheat any Creditor 
ſooner than him who truſts them in Play: 

And that poring Old Men, that cannot tell 
their Caſt without the Help of Spectacles, 
ſhould be ſweating at the ſame Sport; nay, 
that ſuch decrepit Blades, as by the Gout have 
loſt the Uſe of their Fingers, ſhou'd look over, 
and hire others to throw for them: This 
indeed is prodigiouſly extravagant; but the Con- 
ſequence of it ends ſo oft in downright Mad- 
neſs, that it ſeems rather to belong to the 
Furies than to Folly. 

The next to be placed among the Regiment 
of Foals are ſuch as make a I rade of telling 
or inquiring after incredible Stories of Miracle 
and Prodigies : Never doubting that a Lie will 
choak them, they'll muſter up a Thouſand ſeve- 
ral ſtrange — of Spirits, Ghoſts, Appa- 
ritions, raiſing of the Devil, and ſuch like Bug- 
bears of Superſtition, which the farther they 
are from being probably true, the more greedily 
they are ſwallow'd, and the more devoutly be- 
liev'd. And theſe Abſurdities do not only bring 


an empty Pleaſure, and cheap * 
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but they are a good Trade, and procure a com- 
fortable Income to ſuch Prieſts and Friars as by 
this Craft get their Gain, To theſe again are 
nearly related ſuch others as attribute ſtrange 
Virtues to the Shrines and Images of Saints and 
Martyrs, and ſo would make their credulous 
Proſelytes believe, that if they pay their Devo- 
tion to St. Chriſtopber in the Morning, they 
ſhall be guarded and ſecured the Day following 
from all Dangers and Misfortunes ': If Soldiers, 
FIG. XXI. ] when they firſt take Arms, hall 
come and mumble over ſuch a Set Prayer be- 
fore the Picture of St. Barbara, they ſhall re- 
turn fafe from all Engagements; or if any pray 
to Erc/mus on ſuch particular Holidays, with 
the Ceremony of Wax-Candles,. and other 
Fopperies, he ſhall in a ſhort time be rewarded 
with a plentiful Increaſe of Wealth and Riches. 
The Chriſtians have now their Gigantick St. 
George, as well as the Pagans had their Her- 
cules ; they paint the Saint on Horſeback, and p 
drawing the Horſe in ſplendid T rappings, very - 
A bal accoutred, they ſcarce reſrain in a 
Literal Senſe from Worſhipping the very 


2 

HAT ſhall I ſay of ſuch as cry up and 

maintain the Cheat of Pardons and Indulgences? 

That by theſe compute the Time of each Soul's 

Reſidence in -Purgatory, and aſſign them a 

longer or ſhorter Continuance, SOR, a8 
3 8 
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they purchaſe more or fewer of theſe paltry 
Pardons, and ſaleable Exemptions? Or what 
can be ſaid bad enough of ſuch others, as pre- 
tend that by the Force of ſuch Magical Charms, 
or by the Fumbling over their Beads in the 
Rehearſal of ſuch and ſuch Petitions, ( which 
ſome Religious Impoſtors invented, either for 
Diverſion, or, what is more likely, for Ad- 
vantage ) they ſhall procure Riches, Honour, 
Pleaſure, Health, Long Life, a luſty Old-age, 
nay, after Death a Sitting at the Right Hand of 
our Saviour in his Kingdom; tho! as to this laſt 
Part of their Happineſs they care not how long 
it be deferr'd, having ſcarce any Appetite to- 
ward a Taſting the 7% of Heaven, till they 
are ſurfeited, glutted with, and can no longer 
reliſh their Enjoyments on Earth, By this eaſy 
Way of purchaſing Pardons, any Notorious 
Highwaymag, any Plundering Soldier, or any 
Bribe-taking Judge, ſhall disburſe ſome part o 
their unjuſt Gains, and ſo think all their groſſeſt 
Impieties ſufficiently atoned for; ſo many Per- 
juries, Luſts, Drunkenneſs, Quarrels, Blood- 
ſheds, Cheats, T reacheries, and all Sorts of 
Debaucheries, ſhall all be, as it were, ſtruck? 
Bargain for, and ſuch a Contract made, as it 
they had paid off all Arrears, and might now 
begin upon a New Score. 

AND what can be more ridiculous, than for 


ſme others to be confident of going to — 
| ; / 
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by repeating daily thoſe Seven Verſes out of the 
Pſalms, which the Devil taught St. Bernard, 
FIG. XXII.] thinking thereby to have put a 
Trick upon him, but that he was over-reach'd 
in his Cunning ? 

SFVERAL of theſe Fooleries, which are fo 
croſs and abſurd, as I my ſelf am even aſham'd 
to own, are practiſed and admired, not only by 
the Vulgar, but by ſuch Proficients in Religion 
as one might well expect ſhould have more 
Wit, 

From the ſame Principles of Folly proceeds 
the Cuſtom of each Country's Challenging their 
particular Guardian-Saint ; nay, each Saint has 
his diftin& Office allotted to him, and is ac- 
cordingly addreſs'd to upon the reſpective Oc- 
caſions: As one for the 'Tooth-ach, another to 
grant an eaſy Delivery in Child-birth, a third 
to help Perſons to loſt Goods, another to pro- 
tect Seamen in a long Voyage, a fifth to guard 
the Farmers Cows and Sheep, and fo on ; for 
22 all Inſtances would be extremely te- 
; THERE are ſome more Catholic Saints pe- 
tition'd to upon all Occaſions, as more eſpe- 
cially the Virgin Mary, whoſe blind Devotees 
think it Manners now to place the Mother be- 
fore the Son. 

And of all the Prayers and Interceſſions that 
are made to theſe reſpective Saints, the Sub- 

| HK ſtance 
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ſtance of them is no more than downright Fol. 
ly. Among all the Trophies that for Tokens 
of Gratitude are hung upon the Walls and 
Ceilings of Churches, you ſhall find no Relicks 
preſented as a Memorandum of any that were 
ever cured of Folly, or had been made one 
Dram the Wifer, One perhaps after a Ship- 
wrack got ſafe to Shore; another recover'd 
when he had been run thro' by an Eneniy; 
one, when all his Fellbw-Soldiers were kill'd 
upon the Spot, as Cunningly perhaps as Coward- 
I; made his Eſcape from the Field; another, 
while he was a Hanging, the Rope broke, and 
ſo he faved his Neck, and renewed his Licence 
for practiſing his Old Trade of Thieving ; an- 
other broke Goal, and got looſe; a Patient, 
againſt his Phyſician's Will, recover'd of a dan- 
gerous Fever; another drank Poifon, which 
putting him into a violent Looſeneſs, did his 


Body more Good than Hurt, to the great Grief 


of his Wife, who hoped upon this Occaſion to 
have become a joyful Widow; another had his 
Waggon overturn'd, and yet none of his Horſes 
lamed ; another had caught a grievous Fall, and 


pet recover'd from the Bruife ; another had 


been tampering with his Neighbour's Wiſe, and 
eſcaped very narrowly from being catch'd by 
the enraged Cuckold in the very Act. Aſter 
all theſe Acknowledgments of Eſcapes from 
ſuch ſingular Dangers, there is none (as I have 

| before 


* 
* 


UPON FOLLY. - 7 


before intimated) that returns Thanks for being. 
freed from Folly z Folly being ſo ſweet and 
luſcious, that it is rather ſued. for as a Happineſs, 
than deprecated as a Puniſhment. But why 
ſhould I launch out into fo wide a Sea of Su- 


perſtitions ? 


Non mibi ſi linguæ centum ſint, oraque centum, 
Ferrea vox, omnes fatuorum euoluere formas, 
Omnia flultiti@ percurrere nomina poſſum. 


Had I as many Tongues, as Argus Eyes, 4 
Briareus, Hands, they would not all ſuffice 
Filly in all her Shapes t' Epitomize. 


AL Mos all Chriſtians being wretchedly en- 
ſaved to Blindneſs and Ignorance, which the 
Prieſts are ſo far from preventing or removing, 
that they blacken the Darkneſs, and promote 
the Deluſion ; wiſely foreſeeing that the People. 
like Cows, which never give down their Milk. 
ſo well as when they are gently ſtroaked) would 
part with leſs if they knew more, their Bounty 
proceeding only from a Miſtake of Charity. 
Now if any Grave Wiſe Man ſhould ſtand up, 
and unſeaſonably ſpeak the Truth, telling every 
one that a Pious Life is the only NY of ſecur- 
ing a Happy Death; that the beſt Title to a 
Pardon of our Sins is purchaſed by a hearty, 
Abhorrence of our Guilt, , and ſincere 2 

3 on 
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of Amendment ; that the beſt Devotion which 
can be paid to any Saints is tozmtate them in 
their exemplary Life : If he ſhould procced thus 
to inform them of their ſeveral Miſtakes, there 
would be quite another Eſtimate put upon Tears, 
Watchings, Maſles, Faſtings, and other Seve- 
rities, which before were ſo much prized, as 
Perſons will now be vext to loſe that Satisfaction 
they formerly found in them, 

N the fame Predicament of Fools are to 
be ranked ſuch, as while they are yet Liv- 
ing, and in good Health, take ſo great a 
Care how they ſhall be Buyied when they 
Nie; that they ſolemnly appoint how many 
Torches, how many Scutcheons, how many 
Gloves to be given, and how-many Mourners 
they will have at their Funeral ; as if they 
thought they themſelves in their Coffins could 
be ſenfible of what Reſpe& was paid to their 
Corps ; or as if they doubted they ſhould reſt a 
whit the leſs quiet in the Grave if they were 
with leſs State and Pomp interr'd. 

Now though I am in fo great haſte, as | 
would not willingly be ſtopt or detained, yet I 


cannot paſs by without beſtowing ſome Remarks 


upon another Sort of Foxls; who, tho' their 
firſt Deſcent was perhaps no better than from a 
Tapſter or Tinker, yet highly value themſelves 
upon their Firth and Parentage. One fetches 
his Pedigree from Eucas, another from m_ 
a thir 
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a" third from King Arthur They hang up 
their Anceſtors Worm-eaten Pictures as Re- 
cords of Antiquity, and keep a long Lift of their 
Predeceſſors, with an Account of all their Offi- 
ces and Titles, while they themſelves are but 
Tranſcripts of their Forefathers dumb Statues, 
and degenerate .. even into thoſe very Beafts 
which they carry in their Coat of Arms as 
En/igns of their Nobility : And yet by a ſtrong 
Preſumption of their Birth and Quality, they 
live not only the moſt pleaſant and uncon- 
cerned themſelves, but there are not wanting 
others too who ery up theſe Brutes almoſt equal 
to the Gods. Rut why ſhould I dwell upon 
One or Two Inſtances of Folly, when there are 
ſo many of the like Nature? Conceitedneſi and 
Sel Love making many by 8 h of Fancy 
believe themſelves happy, when otherwiſe they 
are really W retched and Deſpicable. Thus 
the moſt Ape-fac'd,. [Fi6. XXIII.] Uglieſt 
Fellow in the whole Town, ſhall think himſelf 
a Mirrour of Beauty': Another ſhall be fo proud 
of his Parts, that if he can but mark out a 
Triangle with a pair of Compaſſes, he thinks 
be has maſtered all the Difficulties of Geome- 
try, and could out-do Euclid himſelf, A third 
ſhall admire himſelf for a raviſhing, Muſician, 
though he have no more Skill in the handling 
of any Inſtrument than a Pig playing on the 
Organs And another, that rattles in the Throat 

as 
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as hoarſe as a Cock crows, ſhall be proud of 
his Voice, and think he ſings like any Nzght- 
ingale. 

THERE is another very pleaſant Sort of 
Madneſs, whereby Perſons aſſume to themſelves 
whatever of Accompliſhment they diſcern in 
others, "Fhus the Happy Rich Churl in Seneca, 
who had ſo ſhort a Memory, as he could not 
tell the leaſt Story without a Servant's ſtanding 
by to prompt him, and was at the ſame time 
ſo weak as he could ſcarce go upright; yet he 
thought he might adventure to accept a Chal- 
lenge. to a Duel, becauſe he kept at home ſome 
luſty, ſturdy F ellows, whole Strength he relied 

upon inſtead of his own. 

IT is almoſt needleſs to inſiſt upon the ſe- 
veral Profeſſors. of Arts and Sciences, who are 
all fo egregiouſly conceited, that they would 
ſooner give up their Title to an Eftate in 
Lands, than part with the Reverſion of their 
Wits : Among theſe, more eſpecially Stage- 
Players, Muſicians, Orators and. Poets; each 
of Which, the more of Duncery they have, the 
more of Pride, and the leſs their Deſerts be, the 
greater is their Ambition: And how notoriouſly 


ſoever dull they be, they meet with their Admi- 


rers ; nay, the more filly they are, they higher 
they are extoll'd; Folly ( as we have before 
intimated) never failing of Reſpect and Eſteem. 


— therefore every one, the more ignorant 2 
1e 
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the greater Satisfaction he is to himſelf, and the 
more commended by others; to what Purpoſe is 
to Sweat and 'Toil in Purſuit of true Learning, 
which ſhall coſt ſo many Gripes and Pangs of the 
Brain to acquire, and, when obtained,ſhall only 
make the laborious Student more uneaſie to 
himſelf, and leſs acceptable to others? 

As Nature in her Diſpenſation of Conceited- 
neſs has dealt with Private Perſons, fo has ſhe 
given a particular Smatch of Self-Love to each 
Country and Nation, Upon this Account it is, 
that the Engliſb challenge the Prerogative of 
having the moſt handſome Women, of the 
being moſt accompliſhed in the Skill of Mu- 
lick, and of keeping the beſt Tables : The 
Scatch brag of their Gentility, and pretend the 
Genius of their Native Soil inclines them to be 
good Difputants : The French think themſelves 
remarkable for Complaifance and Good Breed- 
ing: The Sorbonniſts of Paris pretend before any 
others to have made the greateſt Proficiency in 
Polemick Divinity: The 7talians value them- 
felves for Learning and Eloquence ; and, like 
the Grecians of Old, account all the World 
Barbarians in reſpect of themſelves; to which 
piece of Vanity the Inhabitants of Rome are 
more eſpecially addicted, pretending themſelves 
to be Owners of all thoſe Heroick Virtues 
which their City ſo many Ages ſince was de- 


krvedly Famous for, The /exetians ſtand upon 


their 
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their Birth and Pedigree. The Grecians pride 
themſelves in having been the firſt Inventors of 
molt Arts, and in their Country being famed 
for the Product of ſo many Eminent Philo- 
ſophers. The Turks, and all the other Refuſe 
of Mahometiſm, pretend they profeſs the only 
true Religion, and laugh at all Chriſtians for 
Superſtitious, Narrow-ſoul'd Fools. The Few: 
; to this Day expect their Maſſias as devoutly 
| as they believe in their firlt Prophet  14/es, 
[ The Spaniards challenge the Repute of being 
4 accounted good Soldiers, And the Germans 
| are noted for their Tall, proper Stature, and 
b for their Skill in Magick. But, not to mention 
| any more, I ſuppoſe you are already convinced 
| how great an Improvement and Addition to the 
| Happineſs of Human Life is occaſioned by Self- 
love: Next Step to which is Flattery ; for as 
Self-love is nothing but the coakſing up of 
eur ſelves, ſo the ſame currying and humouring 

of others is termed Flattery. 
 FLATTERY, it is true, is now looked 
upon as a Scandalous Name; but it is by ſuch 
only as mind Words more than Things. They 
are prejudiced againſt it upon this Account, be- 
cauſe they ſuppoſe it juſtles out all Truth and 
Sincerity : Whereas indeed. its Property 1s quite 
contrary, as appears from the Examples of ſe- 
veral Brute Creatures : What is more fawning 
than a Spaniel ?- And yet what is more faithful 
˖0 
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o his Maſter ? What is more fond and loving 
than a tame $quirrel © And what is more ſport- 
ing and inoffenfive? This little frisking Creature 
is kept up in a Cage to play withal, while Lions, 
Tigers, Leopards,and ſuch other Savage Emblems 
of Rapine and Cruelty, are ſhewn only for State 
and Rarity, and otherwiſe yield no Pleaſure to 
their reſpective Keepers. rn, 
THERE is indeed a pernicious deſtructive 
Sort of Flattery, wherewith Raokers and Sharks 
work their ſeveral Ends upon ſuch as they can 
make a Prey of, by decoying them into Fraps 
and Snares beyond Recovery : But that which 
is the Effect of Folly, is of a much different 
Nature ; it proceeds from a ſoftneſs of Spirit, 
and a flexibleneſs of Good Humour, and comes 
far nearer to Virtue than that other Extream 
of Friendſhip, namely, a ſtiff, ſower, dogged 
Moroſeneſs: It refreſhes our Minds when tired, 
enlivens them when melancholy, reinforces 
them when languiſhing, invigorates them when 
heavy, recovers them when ſick, and pacifies 
them when rebellious : It puts us in a Method 
how to procure Friends, and how to keep 
them ; it entices Children to-fwallow the bitter 
Rudiments of Learning; it gives a new ferment 
to the almoſt ſtagnated Souls of Old Men; it 
both es and inſtructs Princes without Of- 
fence under the Mask of "Commendation : In 
ſhort, it makes every Man fond and 8 
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of himſelf, which is indeed no ſmall Part of 
each Man's Happineſs, and at the ſame time 
renders him obliging and complaiſant in all 
Company, where it is pleaſant to ſee how the 
Aſſes rub and ſcratch one another. This again 
is a great Accompliſhment to an Orator, a 
reater to a Phyſician, and the only one to a 
oet : In fine, it is the beſt Sweetner to all 
Afflictions, and gives a true Reliſh to the other- 
wiſe inſipid Enjoy ments of our whole Life. Ay, 
but (fay you) to Flatter is to Decerve, and to 
Deceive is very harſh and hurtful : No, rather 
juſt / contrary ; nothing is more welcome and 
| bewitching than the being deceived. They are 
much to = blamed for an undiſtinguiſhing 
Head, that make a Judgment of Things ac- 
cording to what they are in themſelves, when 
their whole Nature conſiſts barely in the Opi- 
nions that are had of them. For all ſublu- 
nary Matters are inveloped in ſuch a Cloud of 
Oblcurity, that the 8p ig de of ws 
man Underſtanding cannot p 
arrive to any comprehenſive 1 ledge 
them: Hence the Sect of Academick 5a 
phers have modeſtly reſolved, that all things 
being no more than Probable, nothing can be 
known'as Certain; or if there could, y et would 
it but interrupt and abate from the Plealure of 
a more happy Ignorance. Finally, our Souls are 
fo Faſhioned and Moulded, that they ar fone 
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"by Appearances, than by Real 

— of which, if any one would demand 
an Example, he may find a very familiar one 
in Churches, where, if what is delivered from 
the Pulpit be a grave, ſolid,” rational Diſcourſe, 
all the Congregation grow weary, and fall 
aſleep, till their Patience be releaſed ; —_— 
if the Preacher (pardon the 1 
Word, the Prater I would have 
lous in his Thumps of the Cuſhion — Antick 
Geſtures, and ſpend his Glaſs in the telling of 
pleaſant Stories, his Beloved ſhall then ſtand up, 
tuck their Hair behind their Ears, and be very. 
devoutly attentive. So among the Sarnts, thoſe 
are moſt reforted to, who are moſt Romantick 
and Fabulous: As for inſtance, a Poetick St. 
George, a St. Chriſtopher, or a St. Barbara, 
ſhall be oftner pray'd to, than St. Peter, St. 
Paul, nay, perhaps than Chrift himſelf : But 
this, it is poſſible, may more properly be re- 
ferr'd to another Place, 

In the mean while obſerve what a 
Purchaſe of Happineſs is made by the Foes 
of Fancy. For whereas many Things, even of 
inconfiderable Value, would coſt a great deal 
of Pains, and perhaps Pelf, to procure; Opinion 
ſpares Charges, and yet gives us them in as am- 
ple a Manner by Conceit, as if we polleſs'd 
them in Reality. Thus he who feeds on ſuch a 
finking Diſh of Fiſh, — mi- * 
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Noſe at a Yard's diſtance from ; yet if he feed 
heartily, and reliſh them palatably, they are to 
him as good as if they were freſh caught : 
Whereas, on the other hand, if any one be 
invited to never ſo dainty a Jowl of Sturgeon, 
if it go againſt his Stomach to eat any, he 
may ſit a Hungry, and bite his Nails with 
greater Appetite than his Victuals. If a Wo- 
man be never ſo ugly and nauſeous ; yet if her 
Husband can but hint her handſome, it is all 
one to him as if ſhe really were fo : If any Man 
have never fo ord: and ſmutty a Draught, 
yet if he admires the Excellency of it, and can 
ſuppoſe it to have been drawn. by ſome Old 
Apelles, or Modern Vandike, he is as proud of 
it as if it had really been done by one of their 
Hands, I knew a Friend of mine, that pre- 
ſented his Bride with ſeveral Falſe and Coun- 
terfeit Stones, making her believe that they were 
right ewels, and coſt him ſo many Hundred 
houſand Crowns ; under this Miſtake the 
poor Woman was as choice of Pebbles, and 
Painted Glaſs, as if they had been ſo many 
Natural Rubies and Diamonds, while the ſubtle 
Husband fav'd a great deal in his Pocket, and 
et made his Wife as well pleaſed as if he had 
at ten hundred times the Coſt, W hat Dit- 
ference is there between them that in the darkeſt 
can with a Platonick Brain ſurvey the 
whole Werld in Idea, and him that ſtands 4 
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the open Air, and takes a leſs deluding Pro- 
ſpect of the Univerſe ? If the Beggar in Lucian, 
tnat dreamt he was a Prince, had never wak'd, 
his :maginary Kingdom had been as great as a 
ra one, Between him therefore that truly is 
happy, and him that thinks himſelf fo, there is 
no perceivable Diſtinction; or if any, the Fool 
has the better of it: Firſt, Becauts his Hap- 
pineſs coſts him leſs, ſtanding him only in the 
Price of a /ingle Thengbt; and then, Secondly, 
Becauſe he has more Fellow-companions and 
Partakers of his good Fortune : For no Enjoy- 
ment 1s comfortable where the Benefit is not 
imparted to others; nor is any one Station of 


Life deſirable where we can have no Converſe . 


with Perſons of the ſame Condition with our 
ſelves : And yet this is the hard Fate of Wiſe 
Men, who are grown fo ſcarce, that, like 
Phenixes, they appear but One in an Age. The 
Grecians, it is true, reckoned up Seven within 
the narrow Precincts of their own Country; 
yet I believe, were they to caſt up their Ac- 
counts anew, they would not find a half, nay, 
not a third Part, of One in far larger Ex- 
tent. 0 ri 
FARTHER, when among the ſeveral Good 
Properties of Bacchus this is look d upon as 
the chief, namely, that he drowns the Cares 
and Anxieties of the Mind, though it be in- 
deed but for a ſhort while; for after a ſmall 
| I 2 Nap, 
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| Nap, when our Brains are a little ſettled, they 


all return to their former Corrodings : How 
much greater is the more durable Advantage 
which I bring ? While by one uninterrupted 
Fit of being Drunk in Conceit, I perpetually 
cajole the Mind with Riots, Revels, and all 
the Exceſs and Energy of Joy. 

ADD to this, that I am fo Communicative 
and Bountiful, as to let no one particular Perſon 
paſs without ſome Token of my Favour; 
whereas other Deitics beſtow their Gifts ſpa- 
ringly to their Elect only. Bacchus has not 
though, fit that every Soil ſhould bear the ſame 
Juice-yielding Grape: Venus has not given to 
all a like Portion of Beauty : Mercury endows 
but few with the Knack of an Accompliſhed 
Elequence : Hercules gives not to all the ſame 
Meaſure of Wealth and Riches : Jupiter has 
ordained but a few to be Born to a. King- 
dom: Mars in Battle gives the compleat Vic- 
tory but to one Party ; nay, he often makes 
them both Loſers : Apollo does not anſwer the 


Expectation of all that conſult his Oracles ; 


Jobe oft thunders : Phebus ſometimes ſhoots 
the Plague, or ſome other Infection, at the 
point of his Darts: And Neptune ſwallows 
down more than he bears up : Not to mention 
their Ve-Tupiters, their Pluto's, their Ate God- 
4% of Loſs, their Evil Genius, and ſuch other 

onſters of Divinity, as had more of the Hang- 
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nan than the God in them, and were Worſhip- 
ped only to deprecate that Hurt which uſed to 
be inflicted _ by them : I fay, not to — 
theſe, I am that high and mi G 5 
whoſe Liberality is of as —— 
Ommipatence: I give to all that ask; I never 
appear Sullen, nor out of Humour, nor ever; 
demand any Atonement or Satisfaction for the 
Omiſſion of any Ceremonious Punctilio in my 
Worſhip ;. I do not Storm or Rage, if Mortals, 
in their Addrefſes to the other paſa me 


$ +, 


Man had better be wholly Strangers. to them, ; 


than never fo intimate £ 
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me that more acceptable Service, which all Di- 
vines agree to be more effectual and meritorious, 
namely, an Imitation of my communicable 
Attributes? I do not therefore any Way envy 
Diana for having her Altars bedewed Wü Hu- 
man Blood: I think my ſelf then moſt Rel 
giouſly adored, when my reſpective Deus 
(as is their uſual Cuſtom) conform theres 
to my Practice, tranſcribe my Pattem, a 
live the Copy, of me their Original. And tr 
this Pious Devotion is not ſo much in 
among Chriſtians as is much to be wiſhed it 
were: For how many Zealous Votarizs:art 
there that pay ſo profound a Neſpect to the 
Virgin Mary, as to place lighted [FI. XXIV. 
Tapers even at Nean-day upon ber Alten! 
And 71 how. few of them Copy after her un- 
ouch 


t e Hor: „and her ather 
commendable Virtues, in the Imitation where- 


of conſiſts the trueſt Eſteem of Divine Warjhip? 
Farther, why ſhould I defire a Temple, ſince 
the whole World is but one ample continued 
Choir, entirely Dedicated) to my Uſe ani er- 
vice } Nor do I want Hr /bippers at any Place 
where the Earth wants not ababitantn And 
as to the manner of my Worſhip, Lam hot 
708 irrecoverably fooliſh, as to be prayed to 

y Prexy,. and to have my Honour immedia- 
tely beſtowed upon ſenſeleſs Imaget and Pic- 
tures, Which quite ſubvert the true End of Reli- 
2 . 0 5 gion; 
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UPON FOLLY. 91 
; while the unwary Supplicants ſeldom 
Ke betwixt the he bin s themſelves, and 
the Objetts they repreſent. The * Reſpect 
in the meati while is paid to me in a more Le- 
itimate Manner; for to me there are as many 
Sta tatues erected as there are moving Fabricks of 
Mortality; every Perſon, even againſt his own 
Will carrying the Image of me, . e. the 
Sy Me of Folly inſtamped on his Countenance. 
not therefore the leaſt - tempting In- 
ducemient to envy the more ſeeming State 
and Splendor of the other Gods, who are 
Worſhipped at ſet Times and Places; as Phæ 
bus at Rhodes, Venus in her Cyprian Ile, Tuns 
in the City Argos, Minerva at Athens, Fupiter 
on the Hill * Neptun at Tarentum, and 
in the Town of Lampſacum ; while, 
my Worſhip extending as far as my br " 
the Whole World is my One Altar, whereon 
the moſt valuable Incenſe and Sacrifice is per- 
petually offered up | 
Bor left I ſhould ſeem to ſpeak; this with 
more of Confidence than Truth, let us take a 


nearer” View of the Mode of Mens Lives, 


whereby it will be rendred more apparently 
evident what Largeſſes 1 — beſtow, 
and how much I am reſpected and efteem'd of 
Perſons, from the higheſt to the baſeſt 

For the proof whereof, . 


11 
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tion ſuch in general as- are, moſt worthy. the 
Remark, from which. by we may 
calily judge of the Remainder. And indeed to 

urpoſe would it be, ſung to recount the 
Commonalty and Rabble. of who 
beyond all queſtion are entirely on my Side? 
And for > Toke: of their Vaſſalage do wear 
my Livery in ſo many older Shapes, and more 


newly invented Mades of Fally, that in Lange 


of a Thouſand Demvcrizus ; would never 
out to ſuch a Laughter: 4 this SubeQ, would 


encite.1/ and ts hots Toad pug Hens. 
added One more, to laugh at them as much as. 


do at the other. 

T is indeed almoſt incredible to relate what 
Mirth, what Sport, what Diverſion, the gro- 
velling Inhabitants. here en Earth give to che 
above · ſeated Gods in Heaven: For theſe Ex- 
alted Deities ſpend their faſting ſober. Hours in 
lining to; thoſe Petitions that are offered up, 


and in ſuccouring ſuch as they are appealed. to 


for Redreſs ; bat When they are a litth entred | 
at a Glaſs of Nectar —— throw. offall: 
ſerious Concerns, and zu and place thomielvey. 
on the. Aſcent. of ſome Promontory in Neaven, 
and from thence ſurvey hey little Mole- hill of 
Earth, And b 7 — cannot ſe 
more delightſome 2 te Vie 

a Theatre fo ſtuff d and cramm'd — anne 
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the other, the more he is ſlighted, the more does 
his Spaniel-like Paſſion increaſe : Another is 
weddod to Wealth rather than to a Wife : A 
Third Pimps for his own Spouſe, and is con- 
tent to be a Cuckold ſo he may wear his 
Horns Gilt : A Fourth is haunted with a 
Jealouſy of his viſiting Neighbours : Another 
lobs, and roars, and plays Child, for the 
Death of a Friend or Relation; and left his own 
Tears ſhould not riſe high enough to expreſs 
the Torrent of his Grief, he hires other Mour- 
ners to accompany the Corps to the Grave, 
and ſing its Requiem in Sighs and Lamenta- 
tions: Another hypocritically weeps at the 
Funeral of one whoſe Death at Heart he rejoi- 
ces for ; Here a gluttongus Cormorant, what- 
ever he can ſcrape up, thruſts all into his 
Guts, to pacify the Cryings of a hungry Sto- 
mach: There a lay Wretch ſits yawning 
and ſtretching, and thinks nothing ſo deſirable 
as Sleep and Idleneſs : Some are extremely 
induſtrious in ether Mens Buſineſs, and ſot- 
tihly neglectful of their own Some think 
Co Rich becauſe or 8 is great, 
they can never Pay ti reak 

and . for their a One u fo o- 
vetous that he lives Paar to die Rich: One 
for a little uncertain Gain will venture croſs 
the rougheſt Seas, and expoſe his Life for the 
Purchaſe of a Livelihood ; Another will depend 
On 
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on the Plunders of Var, rather than on the 
Honeſt, Gains of Peace: Some will cloſe with, 
and humour ſuch warm Old Blades, as have a 
good Eftate, and no Children of their own to 
beſtow it upon: Others praCtiſe the ſame Art 
of Jheedling upon good Old Women, that 
have hoarded and coffer'd up more Bags than 
they know how to diſpoſe of ; both of theſe 
ſl; Flatteries make fine Sport for the Gods, 
when they are beat at their own Weapons, and 
(as oft happens) are gull'd by thoſe very Perſons 
they intended to make a Prey of : There is 
another Sort of Baſe Scoundrels in Gentility, 
ſuch ſcraping Merchants, who, although for the 
better vent of their Commodities they Lie, 
Swear, Cheat, and practiſe all the Intrigues 
of Diſhoneſty, yet think themſelves no way 
inferior to Perſons of the higheſt Quality, only 
becauſe they have raked together a plentiful 
Eſtate ; and there are not wanting ſuch inſi- 
nuating Hangers on, as ſhall Careſs and Com- 
pliment them with the greateſt Reſpect, in 
hopes to go Snacks in ſome of their diſhoneſt 
Gains: There are others ſo infected with the 
Philoſophical Paradox of baniſhing Proprzety, 
and having all Things in Common, that they 
make no Conſcience of faſtning on, and pur- 
loining whatever they can get, and converting 
it to their own Uſe and Poſſeſſion: There are 
ſome who are Rich only in iſpes; and os 
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while they barely dream of vaſt Mountains of 
Wealth, they are as happy as if their imaginary 
Fancies commenc'd real Truths : Some put on 
the be Side outermoſt, and ſtarve themſelves 
at Home to appear gay and ſplendid Abroad : 
* with an open- handed Freedom ſpends all 
s his Fingers on; another with a Logick- 
ed Gripingneſs catches at and graſps all he 
can come . — the Reach of: One apes it 
about in the Streets to court ity; an- 
other conſults his Eaſe, and ſticks to the Cen- 
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ferring. Judge, or a Knaviſh Advocate: One 
s for New-modelling a Settled Government ; 
another is for ſome Notable Heroical Attempt ; 
and ce. Th all 2 muſt Fara a Pil- 
trim [Fis to Nome, alem, or 
ome Shrine 0 1 e dee be 
have no other Bufineſs e 
mal impertinent Viſit, leaving his Wife and 
Children to faſt, while he himſelf forſooth is 
to pray. 1a ſhort, if (as Lucian fancies 

to have. done heretofore) Man 

could now again look down from the Orb of 
the Moon, he would ſee thick Swarms, as it 
were, of Flies and Gnats, that were quarrelling 


with each other,  J ; Fin Fl | om 


ing, n Flying 


JJ 

Q& 8 of a Chimney- corner: Many others 
e tugging hard at Lew for a Trifle, and 
NY drive on an endleſs Suit, only to enrich a De- 
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after decaying, and then immediately vaniſhing: 
And it can ſcarce be thought how many Tu- 
mults and T ragedies ſo inconfiderate a Creature 
as Man does give Occaſion to, and that i 2 1. 
ſhort a Space as the ſmall Span of Life ; 
ject to ſo many Caſualties, that the *. 
eſtilence, and other Epidemick Accidents, 
ſhall many times ſweep away whole Thou- 
fands at a Bruſh, 

Burr hold; I ſhould but expoſe my ſelf too 
far, and incur the Guilt of being roundly 
hugh'd at, if I proceed to enumerate the ſe- 
veral Kinds of the Folly of the Vulgar. 1 
ſhall confine therefore my following Diſcourſe 
only to ſuch as challenge the Rute of Wil 
dom, and ſeemingly paſs for Men of the ſoun- 
deft IntelleQtuss, Among whom the Gran. 
marians preſent” themſelves in the Front, a 
Sort of Men who would be the moſt miſera- 
ble, the moſt ſlaviſh, and the moſt hateful of 
all Perſons, if I did not ſome way alleviate 
the Geng x and 3 of their Profetion 

e them Wirth a betwi ort 0 

N. 4 For they are not only table to 
& Five Carſes, which they ſo oft recite 
fuk the firſt e Verſes, of Homer, but to 
Five Hundred more of à worſe Nature; as 
damm d to Thirſt and Hunger, to be 

d with Duft in their · unfwept Schools, 
Ge thall T term them, or rather Blabors- 
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UPON FOLLY. 97 
tries, nay, Bridewels, and Houſes of Correc- 
tion ?) to wear out themſelves in Fret and 
Drudgery; to be deafen'd with the Noiſe of 

ping Boys; and, in thort, to be ftifled with 
t and Stench; and, yet they cheerfully diſ- 
penſe with all theſe Inconveniencies, and, by 
1 $f of a u Men I t, em Fe themſelves 
as wing; ta 1 
Pride a Delight i oven, y big 
wpon the ring wi te rchins, in boxing, 
ing, ſtriking Ferula, and in the — 
cſe of all their other Methods of Tyranny ; 
while thus lording it over a parcel of young, 
weak Chits, [F16. XXVI. ] they imitate the 
Cuman Ass, and think themſelves as ftately as 
a Lion, that domineers over all the inferiour 
Herd. Elevated with this Conceit, they can 
hold Filth and Naſtineſs to be an Ornament, 
can reconcile their Noſe to the moſt intolera- 
ble Smells ; and, finally, think their wretched 
Shvery the moſt Arbitrary Kingdom, which 
they would not exchange for the Juriſdiction of 
the moſt Soveraign Potentate : And they are 
ee pon yy y by a ſtrong Perfwaſion of their 
own Parts and Abilities ; "Sor thus when their 
Employment is only to rehearſe Silly Stories, 
and Poetical Fictions, they'll yet think them- 
ves wifer than the beſt experienced Philoſo- 
Fer 1 nay, they have an Art of making _ 


ary People, much as their * 
K arents, 
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Parents, to think them as conſiderable as their 
own Pride has made them. Add hereunto this 
ſort of raviſhing Pleaſure ;- When any of them 
has found out who was the Mother of Anchiſcs, 
or has lighted upon ſome old unuſual Word, ſuch 
as Bubſequa, Bovinator, Manticulator, or other 
like obſolete cramp Terms ; or can, after a 

reat deal of poring, ſpell out the Inſcription of 
— batter d Monument, Lord ! what Joy, 
what Friumph, what Congratulating their Suc- 
ceſs, as if they had conquer'd Africa, or taken 
Batylan the Great! When they recite ſome of 
their frothy, bombaſt Verſes, if any happen to 
admire them, they are preſently fluſh'd with 
the leaſt Hint of . and devoutly 
thank Pythagoras for his grateful Hypotheſis, 
whereby they are now become actuated with a 
Deſcent of /irgiPs Poetick Soul. Nor is any 
Divertiſement more pleaſant, than when they 
meet to flatter and curry one another ; yet they 
are ſo critical, that if any one hap to be guilty 
of the leaſt Slip or ſeeming Blunder, another 
ſhall preſently correct him for it; and then to it 
they go in a Tongue: combat, with all the Fer- 
vour, Spleen and Eargerneſs imaginable. May 


 Priſcian himſelf be my Enemy if What I am 


now going to ſay be not 96 true: I knew 
an Old Sophiſter, that was à Grecian, a Lati- 
niſt, a Mathematician, a Fil opher, a Muſs 


aan, and all to the une Econ, 57 — 
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after Threeſcore Years Experience in the 
World, had ſpent the laſt Twenty of them 
only in drudging to conquer the Criticiſms of 
Grammar, and made it the chief Part of his 
Prayers, that his Life might be ſo long ſpared 
till he had learn'd how rightly to diſtinguiſh 
betwixt the Eight Parts of Speech, which na 
Grammarian, whether Greet or Latin, had 
yet accurately done, If any chance to have 
placed that as a Conjunctioan which ought to 
have been uſed as an Adverb, it is a ſufficient 
Alarm to raiſe a War for domg Juſtice to 
the injur d Word. And ſince there have been 
as many ſeveral Grammars, as particular 
Grammarians (nay more, for Aldus alone 
wrote Five diſtinct Grammars for his own 
Share ) the Schoolmaſter muſt be obliged: to 
conſult them all, ſparing for no Time nor 
Trouble, tho? never fo great, leſt he ſhould be 
otherwiſe poſed in an unobſerv d Criticiſm, and 
ſo by an irreparable Diſgrace loſe the Reward 
of all his Toil. It is indifferent to me, whether 
you call this Folly or Madneſs, ſince you muſt 
needs confeſs that it is by my Influence theſe 
School-tyrants, though in never ſo deſpicable a 
Condition, are ſo happy in their own Thoughts, 
that they would not change Fortunes with the 

moſt illuſtrious Sophy of Perſia. 
Tk Pvrets, however ſomewhat leſs bes 
holden to me, own a profeſs'd Dependance on 
| 2 me, 


. 
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me, being a fort of Lawleſs Blades, that by 
Preſcription claim a Licence to a Proverb, while 
the whole Intent of their Proſeſſion is only 
to ſmooth up and tickle the Ears of Pools, and 
that by meer Toys and fabulous Shams, with 
which (however ridiculous) they are ſo bol- 
ſtered up in an airy Imagination, as to pro- 
miſe them an everlaſting Name, and promiſe, 
by their Balderdaſh, at the ſame time to cele- 
brate the Never-dying Memory of others. 
To theſe, rapturous Wit, Self-loye and Flat- 
tery, are never- failing Attendants ; nor do any 
pave more zealous or conſtant Devotees to 


olly. | 

＋ HE Rhetoricians likewiſe, though 
are ambitious of being rank'd among the Phi- 
loſophers, yet are apparently of my Faction, 
as appears, among other Arguments, by this 
more eſpecially ; in that among their ſeveral 
Topicks of compleating the Art of Oratory, 
they all particularly inſiſt upon the Knack of 
Teſting, which is one Species of Folly ; as 1s 
evident 'from the Books of Oratory wrote to 
Herennius, put among Ciceros Works, but done 
by ſome other unknown Author; and in 
Suintilion, that great Maſter of Eloquence, 


- there is one large Chapter ſpent in preſcribing 
the Methods of raiſing Laughter : In ſhort, - 


they may well attribute a great Efficacy to 


Folly, ſince on any Argument they can many 
| times 
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times by a Slight laugh over what they could 
never ſeriouſly confute, 

Or the ſame Gang are thoſe 6 
Fops, who think to Eternize their Memo 
by ſetting up for Authors : Among which, 
though they are all ſome way indebted to me, 
yet are thoſe more eſpecially ſo, who ſpoil Paper 
in blotting it with mereT rifles and Impertinences. . 
For as to thoſe graver Drudgers to the Preſs, 
out write Learnedly, beyond. the Reach of an 

Reader, who duſt ſubmit their Labours 
8 the Review of the moſt ſevere Critick; theſe 
are not ſo liable to be envied for their Honour, 
as to be pitied for their Sweat and Slavery. 
They make Additions, Alterations, blot out, 
write anew, amend, interline, turn it upſide 
down, and yet can never. pleaſe their fickle - 
Judgment, but that they ſhall diſlike the next 
Hour what they penn d the former; and all 
this to purchaſe the airy Commendations of a 
few underſtanding Readers, which at moſt is 
but a poor Reward for all their Faſtings, 
Watchings, Confinements, and Brain-breaking 
Tortures of Invention. Add to this, Fs ip im- 
pairing of their Health, the weakening of 
Conſtitution, . their contracting ſore One or 
perhaps turning ſtark bad. their Poverty, 
their Envy, their Debarment from all Plea- 


| _ heir haſtening an old Age, their un- 


Natb, and F 
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of a like or worſe Nature can be thought up- 
on: And yet the Recompence for all this ſe- 
vere Penance, is at beſt, no more than a 
Mouthful or two of frothy Praiſe. ' "Theſe, 
as they are more laborious, ſo are they leſs 
happy than thoſe other FHackney-ſcribblers 
which I firſt mention'd, who never ſtand 
much to conſider, but write what comes next 
at a venture, knowing that the more filly their 
Compoſures are, the more they will be bought 
up by the greater Number of Readers, who 
are Fools and Blackheads: And if they hap to 
be condemn'd by ſome few judicious Perſons, 
it is an eaſy Matter by Clamour to drown 
their -Cenfure, and to filence them by urging 
the more numerous Commendations of others, 
They are yet the wiſeſt who tranſcribe whole 
Diſcourſes from others, and then reprint them 


as their own. By doing ſo, they make 


a cheap and eaſy Seizure to themſelves of that 
Reputation. which coſt the firſt Author ſo 
much Time and Trouble to procure, If they 
are at any time prick'd a little in Con- 
ſcience for fear of Diſcovery, they feed them- 
ſelves however with this Hope, that if they 
be at laſt found Plagiaries, yet at leaſt for 
ſome time they have the Credit of paſſing for 
the genuine Authors. It is pleaſant to ſee how 
all theſe ſeveral Writers are puff'd up with 
ahe leaſt Blaſt of Applauſe, eſpecially if they 
* * Come 
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come to the Honour of being pointed at as 
they walk along the Streets, when their ſeveral 
Pieces are laid open upon every Bookſeller's 
Stall, when their Names are emboſs'd in a 
different Character upon the Title Page, ſome- 
times only with the two firſt Letters, and ſome- 
times with fictitious cramp Terms, which few 
fhall underſtand the Meaning of; and of thoſe: 
that do, all ſhall not agree in their Verdict of 
the Performance; ' ſome cenſuring, others ap- 
proving it, Men's Judgments being as dif- 
ferent as their Palates, that being toothſome 
to one, which is unfavory and nauſeous to an- 
other: Tho? it is a ſneaking Piece of Cowar- 
diſe for Authors to put feighed Names to their 
Works, as if, like Baſtards of their Brain, 
they were afraid to own them. Thus one 
ſtiles himfelf Telemachus, another Stelenus, a 
third Polycratet, another Thraſymachus, and fo 
on, By the ſame Liberty we may ranſack 
the whole Alphabet, and- jumble together any 
Letters that come next to hand. It is farther 
very pleaſant, when theſe Coxcombs employ 
their Pens in writing Congratulatory © Epiſtles, 
Poems and Panegyricks, upon each other, 
wherein one ſhall be complemented with the 
Title of Acæus, another ſhall be character'd 
for the incomparable Callimachus ; this ſhall 
be commended for a compleater Orator than 
Tully himſelf ; a fourth ſhall be 2 his 
Gat OW= 
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Fellow-fool that the Divine Plato comes ſhort 
<= OR for a Philoſophick $oul. Sometimes 

take up the Cudgels, and 

gy Bars x „ and fo. get a Name by 2 
Combat at Diſpute and Controverſy, while the 
unwary- Readers draw Sides according to their 
aten Judgments: 'The longer the Quarrel 
holds, the more irreconcileable it grows; and 
when both Parties are weary, . theyyach 
themſelves. the C gue png both wy puns 
to the Credit of coming off with Victory. 
Theſe Fooleries make Sport tor wiſe Men, as 
being highly abſurd, * and extrava- 
gant. True; but yet theſe Pa 


ceit of their own Greatneſs, that prefer 
the ſolving of a Syllogsſme before the £ of 
. — and ns Def of a poor 

ion carry themſelves more triumphant 
than the moſt pb Scipio. 

Nav, even the Laarned and more Judici- 
aus, that have Wit enough to laugh at the 
other's. *. are very much beholden to my 
Goodneſs hich e Ingratitude have 

wned £ Ingenuity) they On: be cr 
upon all Galen to confeſs, 


I ſuppoſe the Lawyers [ FIG. 3 will 
ſhuffle in for Precedence, - and they ot all Men 
have the greateſt Conceit of their own Abili- 
tee. They'l args as canfigently_ as if they 
: ſpo 


per-Combatants, 
by my Aſſiſtance, ate ſo Guſh'd with a Con- 


LD 


TU 


VOIP 


be 
Fit 


108 


RITTER 


>. 4 * } 
4 —— 4 2 
J, * lh, 4 A . 
HG 0 5 MP F 
75 77 <P 
a * 


. 9 
EY YON /, 


4 "9 | 

JA 18 

„ 
4 A'S | 
d 


S 8 FZS SSS SSS N LO as mu. 


UPON FOLLY. 105 


ſpoke Goſpel inſtead of Law: They'll cite you 
Six Hundred ſeveral Precedents, though not 
One of them come near to the Caſe in hand: 
They'll muſter up the Authority of Fudgments, 
Deeds, Glaſes and Reports, and tumble over 
ſo many muſty Records, that they make their 
Employ, tho? in itſelf eaſy, the greateſt Slavery 
imaginable ; always accounting that the 5% 
Plea, which they have took moſt Pains for. 

To theſe, as bearing great Reſemblance ta 
them, may be added Logicians and Sopbi/ters, 
Fellows that talk as much by Rote as a Par- 
tot; who ſhall run down a whole Goſſiping 
of old Women; nay, ſilence the very Noiſe of 
a Belfry, with louder Clappers than thoſe in 
the Steeple : And if their unappeaſable Clamou- 
rouſneſs were the only Fault, it would admit 
of ſome Excuſe ; but they are at the ſame 
time ſo fierce and quarrelſome, that they'll 
wiangle bloodily for the leaſt Trifle, and be 
ſo over-intent and eager, that they many times 
loſe their Game in the Chace, and fright away 
that T'ruth they are hunting for. Yet Selt- 
conceit makes theſe nimble Diſputants ſuch 
dughty Champions, that, arm'd with Three 
or Four cloſe-link*d Syllogiſms, ſhall en- 
ter the Lifts with the greateſt rs of 
Reaſon, and not queſtion the Fdiling of them 
in an irreſiſtible Baffle : Nay, their Obſtina- 
cy makes them ſo confident of their being Fo 
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the Right, that all the Arguments in the 
World ſhall never convince them to the con- 
trary. : 

Nx to theſe come the Philaſaphers in 
their long Beards and ſhort Cloaks, who eſteem 
themſelves the only Favourites of Wiſdom, 
and look upon the reſt of Mankind as the 
Dirt and Rubbiſh of the Creation: Yet theſe 
Mens Happineſs is only a frantick Craſineß 
of Brain; they build Caſtles in the Air, and 
infinite Worlds in a Vacuum. They'll give 
you to a Hair's Breadth the Dimenſions of 
the Sun, Moon, and Stars [FiG6. XXVUITL] 
as caſily as they would do that of a Flaggon 
or Pipkin : They'Il give a punctual Account 
of the Riſe of Thunder, of the Origin of 
Winds, of the Nature of Eclipſes, and of all 
the other abſtruſeſt Difficulties in Phyſick, 
without the leaſt Demur or Heſitation, as if 
they had been admitted into the Cabinet 
Council of Nature, or had been Ey e-witneſſes 
o all the accurate Methods Creation: 
Though alas Nature does but laugh at all their 
puny Conjectures; for they never yet made 
one conſiderable Diſcovery, as appears in that 
they are unanimouſly agreed in no one Point 
of the ſmalleſt moment; nothing ſo plain or 
evident, but what by ſome'or other is oppoſed 
and contradifted, But though they are igno- 
rant of the artificial Contexture of the leaſt 
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* they vaunt however and brag that they 
now all things, when indeed they are unable 
to conſtrue the Mechaniſm of their own Body. 
Nay, when they are fo Purblind as not to be 
able to ſee a Stone's Caſt before them; yet they 
ſhall be as ſharp-ſighted as poſſible in ſpyin 

out Idea's, Univerſals, ſeparate Forms, rt 
Matters, Quiddities, Formalities, and a Hun- 
dred ſuch like Niceties, fo diminutively ſinall, 
that were not their Eyes extremely mag- 
nifying, all the Art of Optics could never 
make them diſcernible. But they then moſt 
deſpiſe the low groveling Vulgar, when they 
bring out their Parallels, Triangles, Circles, 
and other Mathematical Figures , drawn up in 
Battalia like ſo many Spells and Charms of 
Conjuration in Muſter, with Letters to refer 
to the Explication of the ſeveral Problems ; 
bereby raiſing Devils as it were, only to have 
the Credit of laying them, and amuſing the 
ordinary Spectators into Wonder, becaule-they 
have not Wit enough to underſtand the Jug- 
le, Of theſe ſome undertake to profeſs them- 
elves Judicial Aſtrologers, pretending to keep 
Correſpondence with the Stars, and fo from 
their Information can reſolve any Query; and 
tho” it is all but a Preſumptuous Impoſture, 
yet ſome to be ſure will be ſo great Fools as to 
| believe chem. WIE Fai. 5 
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Tux Divines preſent themſelves next; but 
it may perhaps be moſt ſafe to paſs them by, 
and not at all to touch upon ſo harſh a String 
as this Subject would afford. Beſide, the Un- mu. 
e may be very hazardous; for they Th 
are a fort of Men generally very hot and pa-. as 1 
fionate; and ſhould T provoke them, I doubt i Th 
would ſet upon me with a full Cry, and mol 
force me with Shame to recant: Which if Ia t 
ſtubbornly refuſe to do, they Il preſently brand Om 
me for an Heretich, and thunder out an E- Th 
communication, which is their Spiritual Wea- ral 
pon to wound fuch as lift up a Hand againſt I The 
them. It is true, no Men own a leſs Depen-W deg: 
dence on me, yet have they Reaſon to confeb I was 
themſelves indebted for no ſmall Obligations, dem 
For it is by one of my Properties, Self- love, N Acc: 
that they fancy themſelves, with the Elder ¶ theſc 
Brother Paul, caught up into the Third Hea · ¶ they 
ven, from , whence, like Shepherds indeed, © Whit 
they look down upon their Flock the Laity, IN Exp 
grazing, as it were, in the Vales of the World Supe 
ow. They fence themſelves in with GN Tin 
many Surrounders of iſterial Definitions, I Son, 
Concluſions, Corollaries, Propoſitions Expli- Yon, 
cite and Implicite, that there is no falling in I der 
with them; or if they do chanee to be urgei I be ti 
to a ſeeming Nonplus, yet they find out o 
many Evaſions, that all the Art of Man cn Nati 
never. bind them ſo faſt, but that an ci N 
I Diſtinction . - 
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Diſtinction ſhall give them a Starting-hole to 
eſcape the Scandal of being baffled, "They'll 
cut aſunder the tougheſt Argument with as 
much Eaſe, as Alexander did the Gordian Knot: 
They'll thunder out fo many rattling Terms, 
as ſhall fright an Adverſary into Conviction. 
They are exquiſite] 13 dextrous in unfolding the 
moſt intricate Myſteries: They 'll tell you to 

a tittle all the ſucceſſive Proceedings of the 
Omnipotence in the Creation of the Univerſe: 

They'll explain the preciſe Manner of Origi- 
ral Sin being derived from our firſt Parents: 
They'll ſatisfie you in what manner, by what 
degrees, and in how long a time, our Saviour 
was conceived in the Virgin's Womb; and 
demonſtrate in the Conſec rated Wafer how 
Accidents may ſubſiſt without a Subje?. Nay, 
theſe are accounted trivial, eaſie Queſtions z 
they have yet far greater Difficultics behind, 
which notwithſtanding they ſolve with as much 

Expedition as the former: As namely, whether 
Supernatural Generation requires any Inſtant of 
Time for its ting ? Whether Chriſt, as a 
Lon, n pecifically diſtin&t Rela- 


- Jon to God che Father, and his Virgin Mo- 


ther ? Whether my ropoſition is poſſible to 
be true, The Fir huge: 4 the Trinity hated. 
tbe Sen od, who took our 
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Beaft, an Herb, or a Stone? And were it ſo 
poſſible that the Godhead had appear'd in the 
Shape of an inanimate Subſtance, how he 
ſhould then have preach'd his Goſpel ? Or, how 
have been nail'd to the Croſs? Whether, if St. 
Peter had celebrated the Euchariſt at the ſame 
time our Saviour was hanging on the Croſs, 
the conſecrated Bread would have been Tranſub- 
flantiated into the fame Body that remain'd on 
the Tree? Whether in Chriſt's corporal Pre- 
ſence in the ſacramental Wafer his Humanity 
be not abſtracted from his Godhead ? Whe- 
ther after the Reſurrection we ſhall carnally 
eat and drink as we do in this Life ? There 
are a thouſand other more ſublimated and re- 
fined Niceties of Notions, Relations, Quanti- 
ties, Fermalities, Quiddities, Hæccities, and 
ſuch like Aſtruſities, as one would think no one 
could pry into, except he had not only ſuch 
Cats-eyes as to ſee beſt in the Dark, but even 
ſach a piercing Faculty to ſee thro* an Inch 
Board, and ſpy out what really never had any 
Being. Add to theſe ſome of their Tenets 
and Opinions, which are ſo abfurd and extra- 
vagant, that the wildeſt Fancies of the Stoicks, 
which they fo much diſdain and decry as Pa- 
radoxes, ſeem in compariſon juſt and rational; 
as their maintaining, That it is a leſs aggra- 
vating Fault to kill a hundred Men, than for 2 
poor Cobler to ſet a 28 the Sabbath-day 
rn or, 
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or, That it is more juſtifiable to do the greateft 
Injury imaginable to others, than to tell the 
leaſt Lie ourſelves And theſe Subtilties are 
Alchymiz'd to a more refined Sublimate b 
the abſtracting Brains of their ſeveral School- 
men; the Realifts, the Nominaliſts, the Tho- 
miſts, the Alberti/ts, the Occamiſts, the Scotiſts; 
theſe are not all, but the Rehearſal of a few 
only, as a Specimen of their divided Sects: In 
each of which there is ſo much of deep Lear- 
ning, ſo much of unfathomable Difficulty, that 
I believe the Apoſtles themſelves would ſtand 
in need of a new illuminating Spirit if 51 
were to engage in any N with the 
new Divines. St. Paul, no queſtion, had a 
full Meaſure of Faith; yet when he lays down 
Faith to be the Subſtauce of Things not ſeen, 
theſe Men carp at it for an im -Defini- 
tion, and would undertake to teach the Apo- 
ſtles better Logicx. Thus the ſame holy Au- 
thor wanted for nothing of the Grace of Cha- 
rity; yet (ſay they) he deſcribes and defines it 
but very unaccurately, when he treats of it in 
the thirteenth Chapter of his firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians. The primitive Diſciples were 
very frequent in adminiſtring the Haly Sacrament, 
breaking Bread from Houſe to Houſe ; yet ſhould 
they be asked of the Terminus a que, and the Ter- 
minus ad quem, the Nature of Tranſub/tantiation ? 
The Manner how One Body can be in ſeveral 
L 2 Places 
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Places at the fame Time? The Difference be- 
twixt the ſeveral Attributes of Chriſt in Hea- 


ven, on the Croſs, and in conſecrated Bread! 


What time is required for the Tranſubſtantia- 
ting the Bread into Fleſh? How it can be done 
by a ſhort Sentence pronounc'd by the Prieft, 
which Sentence is a Species of diſcrcet — 
tity, that has no permanent Pundtium? Were 
they ask'd (I fay) theſe, and ſeveral other con- 
fuſed Queries, I don't believe they could an- 
ſwer ſo readily as our mincing School- men now- 
a-days take a Pride to do, They were well ac- 
quainted with the Virgin Mary ; yet none of 
them undertook to prove that ſhe was pre- 
ſerv'd [Immaculate from Original Sin, as ſome 
of our Divines very hotly contend for. St, 
Peter had the Keys given to him, and that by 
our Saviour himſelf, who had never entruſted 
him, except he had known him capable of 


their Manage and Cuſtody; and it is much to 


be queſtion d whether Peter was ſenſible of 
that Subtilty broach'd by Scotus, that he may 


have the Key of Knowledge effeftually for | 


others, who has no Knowledge a#ually in 
himſelf. Again, They baptized all Nations, 
and yet never taught what was the Format, 
Material, Efficient, and Final 2 of Baptiſm, 
and certainly never dreamt of diſtinguiſhing be- 


tween a Delible and Indelible Character in this 


Sacrament. They worſhipped in the Spirit, 
following 
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following their Maſter's Injunction, Ged is a 
Spirit, and they which worſhip him, muſt wor- 
ſhip him in Spirit, and in Truth ; yet it don't 
appear that it was ever reveal'd to them how 
divine Adoration ſhould be paid at the ſame 


time to our bleſſed Saviour in Heaven, and to 


his Picture here below on a Wall, drawn with 
two. Fingers held out, a bald Crown, and a 
Circle round his Head. To reconcile | theſe 
Intricacies to an Appearance of Reaſon, requires 
threeſcore Years Experience in Metaphylicks. 
FARTHER, the Apoſtles often mention 
Grace; yet never diſtinguiſh between gratia 
gratis data, and gratia gratificans. They 
earneſtly exhort us likewiſe to good Works; 
yet never explain the Difference between Opus 
eperans, and Opus operatum. They very fre- 
quently preſs and invite us to ſeek after Cha- 
rity,” without dividing it into Jnfu/ed and Ac- 
quired, or determining whether it be a Sub- 
ſtance or an Accident, a Created or an Uncreated 
Being, They deteſted Sin themſelves, | and 
warned others from the Commiſſion of it; and 


yet I am ſure they could never have defined ſo 


dogmatically, as the Scotiſis have ſince done. 
St. Paul, who in others Judgment is no leſs 
the Chief of the. Apeſtles, than he was in his 
own the Chief of Sinners, who being bred at 
the Feet of ie], was certainly more emi- 


neatly a Scholar than any of the reſt ; yet he 
1 911 v 
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flake: Yet theſe ancient 
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| Often exclaims againſt vain Philoſophy, warns 


us from doting about Queſtions and Strifes if 
Wirds, and charges us to avoid ane and 
vain Babblings, and Oppoſttions of Science falſy 


fo called ; which he would not' have done, it 


he had thought it worth his while to have be- 
come acquainted with them, which he might 
ſoon have been, the Diſputes of that Age being 
but ſmall, and more intelligible Sophiſms, in 
reference to the vaſtly greater Intricacies they 
are now improved to. But yet however our 
ſcholaſtick Divines are ſo modeſt, that if they 
meet with any Paſlage in St. Paul, or any 
other Penman of Holy Writ, which is not ſo 
well model'd, or critically diſpoſed of, as they 
could wiſh, they will not roughly. condemn it, 
but bend it rather to a favourable Interpreta- 
tion, out of Reverence to Antiquity, and Re- 
ſpect to the holy Scriptures ; tho' indeed it 
were unreaſonable to expect any thing of this 
nature from the Apoſtles, whoſe Lord and 
Maſter had given unto them to know the A 


feries of God, but not thoſe of Philoſophy. If 


the ſame Divines meet with any thing of like 
nature unpalatable in St. Chryſs/tom, St. Baſil, 
St. Hierom, or others of the Fathers, they 
will not ſtick to appeal from Authority, and 
very fairly reſolve that hey lay under a Mi- 

athers were they 
Who ' confuted both the Fews and Heathens, 


ess see greg rr 
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though wig ure? obſtinately adher'd to their 
reſpective Prejudices ; they confuted them (I 
ſay z) yet by yes Lives and Miracles, rather 
than by Words and Syllogiſms ; and the Per- 
ſons they thus proſelyted were downright honeſt 
well-meaning People, fuch as underſtood plain 
Senſe better than any artificial Pomp of Rea- 
ſoning . Whereas, if our Divines ſhould now. 
ſet about the gaining Converts from Paganiſm 

by their Metaphyſical Subtilties, they would 
find that moſt of the Perſons they applied 
themſelves to were either ſo ignorant as not 
at all to apprehend them, or elſe ſo impudent 
as to ſcoff and deride them; or finally, fo well 
skill'd at the ſame Weapons, that they would 
be able to keep their Paſs, and fence off all 
Aſſaults of Conviction : And this laſt Way 
the Victory would be altogether as hopeleſs, as 
if two Perſons were engaged of ſo equal 
Strength, that it were impoiſible any one 


| ſhould over-power the other. 


- Is my Judgment might be taken, I would 
adviſe Chriſtians, 3 in their next Expedition to 


a Holy War, inftead of thoſe many unſucceſs» 
ful Legions, which they have — ſent to 
encounter the Turks and Saracens, that they 
would furniſh out their clamorous Scatzfts, 
their obſtinate .Occamifts, their 1 Al 
bertits, and all their Forces of tough, crabbed 


and profound Diſputants : 22 
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I fancy, would be mighty pleaſant, and the 
Victory we may imagine on our Side not to 
be d. For which: of the Enemies 
would not vail their Turbants at ſo folemn an 
Appearance? Which of the fierceſt Janizaries 
would not throw away his Scimitar, and all 
the Half-moons be eclipſed by the Interpoſition 
of ſo glorious. an Arm 

I ſuppoſe you miſtruſt I. ſpeak all this by 
way of Jeer and Irony ; and well I may, fince 
among Divines themiclves there are ſome fo 
ingenuous as to deſpiſe theſe captious and frivo- 
lous Impertinences: They look upon it as a 
kind of profane Sacrilege, and a little leſs 
than blaſphemous Impiety, to determine of 
ſuch Niceties in Religion, as ought: rather to 
be the Subject of an humble and contradicting 
Faith, than. of a ſcrupulous and inquiſitive 
Reaſon : They abhor a defiling the Myſteries 
of Chriſtianity with an Intermixture of Hea- 
theniſh Philoſophy, and judge it very impro- 
per to reduce Divinity to. an obſcure. JSpecula- 
tive Science, whoſe End is ſuch a Happineſs as 
can be gain'd'only by the means of Practice. 
But alas, thoſe - Nuran! Divines, however 
condemn'd by the ſober Judgment of others, 


are yet mightily pleas'd with themſelves, and 


are fo laboriouſly intent upon 8 their 
—— Studies, that they rd ſo 
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any one Book of the whole Bible. And while 
they thus trifle away their miſpent Hours in 
Traſh and Babble, they think that they /up- 
fort the Catholick Church with the Props and 
Pillars of Propoſitions and Syllogiſms, no leſs 
effectually than Atlas [ FIG. XXIX.] is feign- 
ed by the Poets to ſuſtain on his Shoulders the 
Burden of à tottering World. Their Privi- 
leges too and Authority are very conſiderable : 
They can deal with any Text of Scripture as 
with a Noſe of Wax, bl it into what beſt 
ſuits their Madel; and whatever Concluſions 
they have dogmatically reſolved upon, they 
would have them S ratified as So- 
len's Laws, and in as great Force as the v very 
Decrees of the Papal: Chair. \If any be fo 
bold as to remonſtrate to their Deciſions, 
they'll bring him on his 8 to a Recanta- 
tion of his Impudence. ſhall pronounce 
as irrevocably as an 85 *. Tun Pos Propoſition is 
ſcandalous, that irreverent; this has a ſmack 
of Hereſie, and that is bald and improper: So 
that it is not the baptized into the 
Church, the believing of the Scriptures, the 
giving Credit to St. Peter, St. Paul, St. Hie- 
rom, St. Auguſtin, nay, or St. Thomas Aquinas 
himſelf that ſhall make a Man a Chrifttan, 
except he have the joint Suffrage of theſe No- 
vices in Learning, who have bleſſed the World 


no doubt with a great many Diſcoveries, 
which 
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like To 2 Heads are more ſtuffid and 


| likewiſe a pleaſant Scene of Laughter, to 
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which had never come to Light, if they had 
not {truck the Fire of Subtilty out of the Flint 
of Obſcurity. "Fheſe Fooleries ure mult 1 
a happy Employ. 

FARRHER, they make as ay Parti 
and Diviſions in Hell and Purgatory, and de- 
ſcribe as many diſſerent Sorts and Degrees of 
Puniſhment, as if they were very well ac. 
quainted "with the Soil and Situation of thoſe 
infernal Regions. And to prepare a Seat for 
the Bleſled a above, they invent new Orbs,/ and 
a ſtately Empyrean Heaven, ſo wide and ſpas 
cious as if they had purpoſely contriv'd it, that 
the glorified Saints might have room enough 
to Walk, to Feaſt, or take any Recreation. 

Wir theſe, and a thou more ſuch BWW 


ſwell'd than „[Fid. XXX. when he 
went big of lallos in his Brain, and was for- 
ced to uſe the Midwifry of Yulcan's Axe to 
eaſe him of his teeming Burden. Do not 
wonder therefore, that at publick Diſputations 
they bind their Heads with ſo many Caps one 
over another; for this is to prevent the loſs of 
their Brains; Which would otherwiſe break out 
from their uneaſy Confinement. Tt . affords 
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liſten to theſe Divines in their hotly managed 
Diſputations ; to ſee how proud they are of 
_ ſuch hard Gibberiſh, and ſtammering 
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out ſuch blundering Diſtinctions, as the Au- 
ditors perhaps may ſometimes gape at, but 
ſeldom apprehend: And they take ſuch a Li- 
herty in their ſpeaking of Latin, that 

ſcorn to ſtick at the exactneſs of Syntax or 
Concerd ; pretending it is below the Majeſty 
of a Divine to talk like a P edagogue, and be 
tied to the laviſh Obſervance of the Rules of 
Grammar. Finally, they take a vaſt Pride, 
among other Citations, to alledge the Autho- 
rity of their reſpective Maſter, which Word 
they bear as profound a Reſpect, to as the 
Jews did to their ineffable Tetragrammaton ; 
and therefore they'll be ſure never to write it 
any otherwiſe than in great Letters, MA GTS- 
TER NOSTER ; and if any happen to 
invert the Order of - the Words, and fay Noſe 
ter Magi/ter, _ of Magifter Nefter, 


they'll preſent] againſt him as a 
ſtilent Heretick, _ Underminer of the 
tholick Faith. 


| THE next to theſe are another fort of 
Brainſick Fools, who ftile themſelves Monks, 
==} and of Religious Orders, though they aſſume 
eth Titles very unjuſtly : For, as to the off, 
they have very little of eligi ien in them; and 
Ie to the former, the Etymo f e the Word 
Mink implies a Solitarineſs, or being alone; 
whereas they are ſo thick abroad that we can- 

not paſs any Street or Alley, without meeting 
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them. Now cannot imagine what one 
Degree of Mi would be more hopeleſly 
wretched, if I did not ſtand their Friend, and 
buoy them up in that Lake of Miſery, which 
by the Engagements of a holy .Vow they have 
voluntarily immerg'd themſelves in. But when 
theſe ſort of Men are fo unwelcome to others, 
as that the very fight of them is thought omi- 
nous; I yet make them highly in love with 
themſelves, and fond Admirers of their own 
Happineſs, The firſt Step whereunto | they 
eſteem a profound Ignorance, thinking Carnal 
Knowledge a great Enemy to their | Spiritual 
Welfare, and ſeem confident of becoming 
greater Proficients in Divine Myſteries the leis 
they are poiſoned with any Human Learning, 
They imagine, that they bear a ſweet Conſort 
with the Heavenly Choir, when they tone 
aut their daily Tally of Pſalms, which they 
rehearſe only by Rote, without permitting 
their Und ding or Affections to go along 
with their Voice. Among theſe ſome make 
a good profitable Trade of Bepgary, [Fis. 
XXXI.] going abroad from; Houſe to Houſe, 
not like the Apoſtles, to break, but to beg, 
their Bread ; nay, thruſt into all publick 
Houſes, come aboard the Paſſage · boats, get 
into the travelling Waggons, and omit no 
Opportunity of Time or Place for the craving 
People's Charity; doing a great deal of In- 
4 jury 
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ry to common - Highway Beggars, * inter- 
loping in their Triffck'of Alms. And when 

they are thus voluntarily poor, deſtitute, not 
provided with two Coats, nor with wy 
Money in their Purſe, they have the Im 
dence - to pretend that they imitate- the ſt 
Diſciples, whom their Maſter expreſly ſent 
out in ſuch an Equipage. It is pretty to ob- 
ſerve © a regulate all their Actions as 
it were by Weight and Meaſure, to fo exact 
a Proportion, as if the Whole Loſs of their 
Religion depended upon the Omiſſion of the 
laſt Punctilio. Thus they ' muſt be very 
critical in the preciſe Number of Knots to the 
tying on of their Sandals; what diſtinct Co- 
lurs their reſpective Habits, and what Stuff 
made of; how broad and long their Grrdles ; 
how big, and in what Faſhion'their Hoods ;whe- 
ther their bald Crowns be to a Hair's-breadth 
of the right Cut; how many Hours they 
muſt fleep, at what Minute file to Prayers, 
Sc. And theſe feveral 'Cuftoms are altered 
according to the Humours of different Perſons | 
and Places. While they are ſworn to the ſu- 
perſtitious Obſervance of theſe Trifles, they 
do not only deſpiſe” all others, but are very 
nelinable to fall” out among themſelves; for 
though they make Proſeſſion of an apoſtolick 
Charity; yet they'll pick a Quarrel, and be 
im placably paſſionate for ſuch poor Provoca- 
M tions, 
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tions, as the girting on a Coat the wrong 


Way, ſor the wearing of Cloaths a little too 
darkiſh coloured, or any fuch Nicety, not 
worth the ſpeaking of. Some are ſo obſti- 
nately 4 that they'll wear their up- 
per Garment of ſome coarſe Dog s- hair Stuff, 
and that next their Skin as ſoft as Silk: But 
others, on the contrary, will have Linen rocks 
outermoſt, and their Shirts of Wool, or Hair, 
Some again will not touch a piece. of Money, 
though they make no Scruple of the Sin of 
Drunkenneſs, and the Luſt of the Fleſh. 
All their ſeveral Orders are mindful of nothing 
more than of their being | d:/1ngn/h'd each 
from other by their different Cuſtoms and 
Habits. They ſeem; indeed, not ſo careful of 
2 Chrift, and of being known to 
iſciples, as the being / unlils to one 
another, and diſtinguiſhable tor Followers of 
their ſeveral Founders. A great part of their 
Religion conſiſts in their Title Some will be 
call'd Cordeliers, and theſe, ſubdivided into Ca- 
puchines, Minors, | Minims, and Meudicunts: 
Some again are ſtiled Bened:4ines, others of the 
Order of St. Bernard, others of that of S.. 
Bridget ſome are uftin | Monks, ſome 
Millielmites, 4 yg others Facobites, as if the 
common un 75 Chri/t:an were too mean 
and vulgar. of them place their greateſt 
Streſs for Salvation, in a N en 
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U PON FOLLY. 123 
their foppiſh Ceremonies, and a Belief of their 
ſegendary Traditions; wherein they fancy to 
have acquitted themſelves with ſo much of 
dupererogation, that One Heaven can never be 
a Condign Reward for their meritorious Life ; 
little thinking, that the Judge of all the Earth 
at the laſt Day ſhall put them off with a be 
hath required theſe Things at your Hands ? 
And call them to an Account only for the 
Stewardſhip of his Legacy, which was the 
Precept'of Love and Charity, It will be pretty 


to hear their ſeveral Pleas before the great 
Tribunal: One will brag how he mortified 


his carnal Appetite by feeding only upon Fiþp - 
Another wilt urge that he ſpent moſt of his. 
Time on Earth in the Divine Exerciſe of 


own Behalf as many Ceremonies as would load 
a Fleet of Merchant- men: A Fifth ſhall plead, 
that in threeſcore ' Years he never ue 4 
touch'd a piece of Money, except he 
it through a thick pair of Glores: A, 
to teſtify his former Humiliiy, ſhall bring along 
with him his Sacred Hood, fo old and nafty, 
that any Seaman had rather ſtand bare-headed 
on the Deck, than put it on to defend his 
Ears in the ſharpeſt Storms: The next that 
. comes 
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comes to anſwer for himſelf ſhall plead, that 
. for fifty Years together he had lived like a 
Sponge upon the /me Place, and was content 
never to change his homely Habitation: An- 
other ſhall whitcer ſoftly, — tell the Judge 
he has loſt his Voice by a continual ſinging of 
Holy Hymns and Anthems The next ſhall 
conſeſs how he ſell into a Lethargy by a ſtrict, 
reſerved, and ſedentary Liſe: And the laſt 
ſhall intimate that he has forgot to ſpeak, 1 
having always kept Silence, in O 
the Injunction of taking: heed leſt he Deal 
have 0 2 with his Tongue. But amid{ all 
their Excuſes our Saviour ſhall, interrupt 
them with this Anſwer, Ne wnto you Scribes 
and Phariſees, Mpocrites, verily 1 know you 
net; I left you but one Precept of loving one 
another, which I do not hear any one -plead 
he has faithfully diſcharged: I told you plain- 
ly in my Goſpel, without any Parable, that 

my Father's Kingdom was prepared, not for 
ſuch as ſhould lay claim to it by 4ufteritics, 
Prayers, or Faſlings, but for thoſe who ſhould 
render themſelves worthy of it by the Exerciſe 
of Faith, and the Ofices of Charity: I can- 
not own ſuch as depend on their own. Merits 
without a Reliance on my Mercy: As many 
of you therefore as truſt to the broken Reeds 
of your own Deſerts, may een go ſearch out 2 
new Heaven, for you ſhall never enter no 
that, 
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that that, which from the Foundations of the 
e 2 o World was prepared only for ſuch as are true, 
tent , Heart. hen theſe Monks and Friars 
An- meet with ſuch a ſhameful Repulſe, and 
ige ſee that Ploughmen and Mechanicks are ad- 
g of mitted into that Kingdom, from, Which they 
hall themſelves; are ſbut out, how ſneakingly will 
ict, they look ? and, how pitifully flink away? 
lat Vet, till this laſt Trial, they had more Com- 
by fort of a future Happineſs, becauſ more Hopes 
to of it, than any other Men. And theſe Per- 
ld ſons are not only _ great in their own Eyes, 
all but highly eſteemed and reſpected by others, 
upt | eſpecially thoſe of the Order of Mendicants, 
ibes | whom none, dare to offer any Affront to, 
you becauſe as Canfeſſors they are intruſted with 
ane all the Secrets of particular Intrigues, which 
lead they are bound by Oath not to diſcover; 
un- | yet many times, when they are almoſt 
hat drunk, they cannot keep their Tongue 
for | © far within their Head, as not to be bab- 
ien | bling out ſome Hints, and ſhewing themſelves 
wid | fo that they are in pain to be delivered. 
ciſe If any Perſon give them the leaſt Provocation 
an- they'll be ſure to be reveng'd of him, and in 
rits their next publick Harangue give him ſuch 
iny | ſhrewd Wipes and Reflections, that the whole 
ds | Congregation muſt needs take notice at whom 
t a they are levell'd ; nor will ever deſiſt 
nto from this Way of , till their Naa k 
| 3 e 
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be ſtoppꝰd with a LF ro. XXXII.] Bribe to 
hold their T All their Preaching is 
mere Stage-playing, and their Delivery the 
very "Tranſports 4 idicule and Drollery. 
Good Lord! How Mimical 'are their Ge- 
ſtures? What Heights and Falls in their 
Voice What Toning, what.Bawling, what 
malig of "What 'Squeakirig, what Grimaces, 
Mouths, Apes 1 and diſtort- 
A their Saeed ? And this Art of 
as à choice M 0 conve 
Ss g/ Tradition to Ne . The 
ag . venture thus farther to 
in a kind of Mocke 
hep! Fiore Ss 1 Aſſiſtance, w 
they borrowed from the ſolemn Cutom of 
the Poets : Then if theit Text (ſuppoſe) be of 
Charity, they ſhall take their Exordium as 
far off as from a YES n of the River 
Nile in  Apypt; or if they are to "diſcourſe 
of the M of the Croſs, they ſhall begin 
with a Story of Bel and the Dragon"; or per- 
chance, if their 1 oor be of 9 + for an 

Entrance to their Sermon, fn 
through the Twelve Signs of the Z. Ainet; or 
laſtly, if they are to Preach of Faith, they 
ſhall addreſs themſelves in a long Mathema- 
tical Account of the Quadratur of the Circle. 
I myſelf once heard a great Foo! (a great 
Scholar 1 would have faid) undertaking in a 
laborious 
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laborious Diſcourſe to explain the M 
the Holy Trinity : in the unfolding avs A 
that he might ſhew his Wit and Reading, and 
together ſatisfy itching Ears, he proceeded in 
a new Method, as by inſiſting on the Letters, 
Syllables, and Propoſition, on the Concord ot 
oun and Verb, and that of Noun Subſtantive 
and Noun Achective; the Auditors all won- 
der'd, and ſome mumbled to nnn thas 
Hemiſtich of Horace. ' 


— Duorſum hec tam putrida 1 
Why all this needleſs Traſh ? 


But at laſt he brought it thus far, that he 
could demonſtrate the whole Trinity, to be re- 
preſented by theſe firſt Rudiments of Gram- 
mar, as clearly and plainly as it was poſſible 
for a — to draw a Triangle in 
the Sand : And, for the making of this grand 
Diſcovery, this ſubtle Divine had plodded fo 
hard for eight Months „that he ſtu- 
died himſelf as blind as a le, the Intenſe- 
neſs of the Eye of his Underſtanding over- 
ſhadowing and extinguiſhing that of his Body; 
and yet he did not at all repent him of his 
Blindneſs, but thought the Loſs of his Sight an 
eaſy Purchaſe for the Gain of- Glory fre 
Credit. 1 
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I heard, at another time, a grave Divine, of 
fourſcore Years of Age at leaſt, ſo four and 
hard-favoured, that one would be apt to miſ- 
truſt that it was Scotus Redivivus ; he taking 
upon him to treat of the myſterious Name, 
FES Us, did very ſubtilly pretend that in 
the very. Letters was contained whatever could 
be ſaid of it: For firſt, its being declined only , 
with Three; Caſes, did expreſly point out the 
Trinity of Perſons; then that the Nominative 
Caſe ended in S, the Accuſative in MN, and 
the Ablative in U, did imply ſome unſpeakable 
Myſtery, namely, that in Words of thoſe 
Initial Letters Chriſt was the Summus or Be- 
ginning, the Medius or Middle, and the Ul- 
timus or End of all Things, There was yet 
a more abſtruſe Riddle to be explained, which 
was by dividing the Word F ESUS into 
two Parts, and ſeparating the & in the middle 
from the two extreme Syllables, making it a N 
kind of Pentametre, the Word conſiſting of 
five Letters: And this intermedial & being in 
the Hebrew Alphabet call'd Sin, which in the 
Engliſh Language ſignifies what the Latines 
term Peccatum, was urged to imply, that the 
Holy Feſus ſhould purity us from all Sin and 
Wickedneſs, | Thus did the Pulpiteer Cant, 
while all the Congregation, eſpecially the Bro- 
therhood of Divines, were ſo ſurprized at his 
odd Way of Preaching, that Wonder — 
1 my 
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them as Grief. did Niobe, [FI. XXXI1I.) 
almoſt turned them into Stones; I among the 
reſt (as Horace deſcribes Priapus viewing the 
Enchantments of the two Sorcereſſes, Caninia 
and Sagan) could no longer contain, hut let 


fly a cracking Report of the Operation it had 


upon me. Thee impertinent Introductions 
are not without reaſon oondemn'd; for of old, 
wheneyer Demi brnes among the Greets, ot 
Tully among the Latiuet, began their Qrations 
with fo great a Digreſſion from the Matter i in 
band, it „ look ꝰd upon as improper 
and unelegant: And indeed, were ſuch a long- 
fetch'd Exorditan any Token of a; good In- 
vention, Shepherds and Ploughmen might lay 
claim to the Title of Men of greateſt Toons | 
ſince upon any Amument it is eaſieſt ſor them 

to talk What is leaſt to the Purpoſe, 1; Theſe | 
Preachers think tbein Preamle (as we may 
well term it) to be the moſt faſhionable, 
when, it is fartheſt from the Subject they pro- 
poſe to treat of, while each Auditor fits and 
wonders what they drive at, and many times 


mutter out the Complaint of i. OY 
ee. Fa froripit ille $i 3a 
Whither de all this Jene. tend ; 


In the third lace, when they come to the 
u a + Dungy 


»; 
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Diviſion of their Text, they ſhall give only 


a very ſhort touch at the Interpretation of the 
Words, when the fuller Explication of their 
Senſe ought to have been their only Province. 
Fourthly, after they are a little' entered, they 
ſhall ftart ſome Theological Queries, far 
enough off from the Matter in hand, and 
bandy it about Pro and Con till they loſe it in the 
heat of Scufle. And here they ſhall cite their 
—_ 3 Cubtle, Seraphich, * 

oly; Irrefragable, and ſuch like great Names, 
9 Gerad Aﬀertions” Then out 
they bring their Sy logiſms, their Majors, 
their Minors, Concluſions, Corollaries, Sup- 
poſitions, and Diſtinctions, that will ſooner 
terrify the Congregation into an Amazement, 
than perſwade them into a Conviction: Now 
comes the Vb Aer, in which muſt ex- 
ert their utmoſt Skill to come off with Ap- 
plauſe. ' Here therefore they fall a telling ſome 
fad lamentable Story out of their I „ Or 
ſome other fabulous Hiſtory, and this they de- 
feafit' upon Mlegorically, Tropologically,, and 
Anal:gically + And fo they draw to a Conclu- 
- fon of their Diſcourſe, which is a more Brain- 
fick Chimera than ever Horace could "deſcribe 
in his De Arte Poetica, when he began, 


Humano Capiti, Sc. 


Their 


heir 
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Their Praying is altogether as ridiculous as their 
Preaching ; for imagining that in their Ad- 
dreſſes td Heaven they ſhould'ſet out in a low 
and tremulous Vaio. ab x. Dal of Dread 
and Reverence,, they begin theteſore with ſuch 
a ſoft Whiſpering, as if they were afraid any 
one ſhould over-hear what they {aid ; — 
they are gope a little Way, they clear up their 
Pipes by degrees, and at laſt bazw/ out fo loud, 
as if with Baa/'s Priz/ts they were reſolv'd to 

awake a ſecping God. And then again, be- 
ng fue Rhetoricians that Heights and F alla, 
erent an os in Pronunciation, is a 
— Advantage to the ſetting off any thing 
that is ſpoke, they ll ſometimes as it were mut- 
ter their Words inwardly, and then of a ſudden 
hollow them out, and be ſure at laſt in ſuch a 
flat falt ring Tone, as if their Spirits were 
ſpent, and they had run themſelves out of 
Breath. Laſtly, they have read, that moſt 
Syſtems of Rhetorick treat of the Art of ex- 
citing Laughter ; therefore for the effecting of 
this they'll ſprinkle ſome Jeſts _ Puns that 
maſt paſs for We. are LEP: 
dane ebb eh the Wi of being Satyrs 
times they ll nibble at it tyri- 
cal, — how utmoſt Spleen is ſo tooth- 
leſs, that they ſuck rather than bite, tickle ra- 
r e uf 4A Nor do they ever 
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ſtatter more than at ſuch times as they Pretend 
to ſpeak with greateſt freedom. 

'FINALLY, all their Actions are ſo Buf- 
fooniſh and Mimical, that any one would' judge 
they had learned all "their Tricks of Mounte- 
banks an 2 players, who in Aclion, it 1s 


ps outdo them, but in Oratomy 


thaw | is hs 0 Fittle odds between both, that it is 
hard to determine which ſeems of longeſt 
ſtanding in the Schools of Eloquence. Vet 
theſe Preachers, however ridiculous, meet with 
ſuch Hearers, who admire them as much as 
the People of Athens did Demoſthmes, or the 
Citizens of Rome could do Cicero Among 


which Admirers are chiefly Shop-keepers, and 
good Opinion 


Namen, whoſe A tion * 
they only court; becauſe the f/, if they are 
humoured, give them ſome Snacks out of un- 
juſt Gain; and the 1% come and eaſe their 
Grief to them upon all pinching-- Occaſions, 
eſpecially when their Husbands are any ways 
croſs or unkind, 

i Trvs much 1 ſuf let may ſufice to make 
you ſenſible how much theſe Cell-Hermits 
and Recluſes are indebted to my Bounty; ; 
who, when they ire over the 


of the deluded Laity with Fopperies, Juggles, 


and Impoſtures, yet * think themſelves as emi- 
nently pious as St. Paul, St. Anthony, or any 


other "of the Saints: But theſe Stage-Divines, 
not 
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nd not leſs ungrateful Diſowners of their Obliga - 

tions to Folly, than they are impudent Pre- 
uf. tenders to the Profeſſion of Piety, I willingly 
ge © take my leave of, and paſs now to Kings, 
te. © Princes, and Courtters, who paying me a de- 
is | yout | Acknowledgment, may juftly challenge 
back the Reſpect of being mentioned and taken 
is notice of by me. And firſt, had they Wit- 
eſt dom enough to make a true Judgment of 
et | Things, they would find their own Condition 
th to be more deſpicable and laviſh than that of 
as | the moſt menial Subjects. For certainly none 
he | can eſteem Perjury or Parricide a cheap Pur- 
ng chaſe for a Crown, if he does but ſeriouſly 1e 
ad. ect on that Weight of Cares a Princely Dia- 


on dem is loaded with. He, that fits at the Helm 
re | of Government, acts in a publick Capacity, 
n- | and fo muſt ſacrifice all private Intereſt to 
ir the Attainment of the common Good; he muſt 
15, | **mſelf be conformable to the Laws his Pre- 
ys || rogative exaQts, or elſe he can expect no Obe- 
dience paid them from others ; he muſt have 

ke a ſtrict Eye over all his inferior Magiſtrates 
its | and Officers, or otherwiſe it is to be doubted 
; ; | they will but careleſly diſcharge their reſpective 
ez Duties. Every King, within his own Ter- 
ritories, is placed for a ſhining Example, as 
it were in the Firmament of his wide · ſpread 
Dominions, to prove either a glorious Star of 
benign Influence, EF * 
Y 
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ably juſt and innocent; or elſe to impend as a 
threatning Comet, if his blazing Power be 
peſtilent and hurtful. Subjects move in a 
darker Sphere, and ſo their F/andrings and 
Failings are leſs diſcernible ; whereas Princes, 
being fix'd in a more exalted Orb, and en- 
compaſſed with a brighter dazling Luſtre, their 
Spots are more apparently viſtble, and their 
Aclipſes, or, other Deſects, + influential ; on all 
that is inferior to them. Kings are baited 
with ſo many Temptations and Opportuni- 
ties to Vice and Immorality, ſuch as are high 
Feeding, Liberty, Flattery, Luxury, and the 
like, that they muſt {tand perpetually. on their 
Guard, to fence off thoſe Aſſaults that are al- 
ways ready to be made upon them. In fine, 
abating from Treachery, Hatred, Dangers, 
Fear, and a thouſand other Miſchiefs im- 
pending on crown'd Heads, however uncon- 
troulable they are on this fide Heayen ; yet 
aiter their Reign here they muſt appear be- 
tore a Supremer Fudge, and there be call'd to 
an exact Account for the Diſcharge of that 
Fee Stetuardſbip which Was committed to their 
Truft. If Princes did but ſeriouſly | conſider 


(and conſider they would if they were but w/e) 
theſe many Hardſhips of a Royal Life, they 
would be ſo perplex'd in the Reſult of their 
houghts hereupon, as ſcaree; to cat. or ſleep 
in quiet. But now, by my Aſſiſtance, they 


leave 
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leave all theſe Cares to the Gods, and mind 


only their own | Eaſe and Pleaſure, and theres 


fore will admit none to their Attendance but 
who will divert them with Sport and Mirth, 
leſt they ſhould otherwiſe be ſeiʒz d and damp'd 
with the Surprizal of ſober Thoughts. They 
think they have Tufficiently acquitted them- 
ſelves 'in the Duty of Governing, if they do 
but ride conſtantly a Hunting, breed up' good 


Race-horſes, ſell Places and Offices to thoſe of - 


the Courtiers that will give moſt for them, and 
find out new Ways for invading of their Peo- 
ple's Property, and hooking in a larger Revenue 
to their own Exchequer ; for the Procurement 
whereof - they'll always have ſome pretended 
Claim and Title, that though it be manifeſt 
Extortion, yet it may bear the Shew of Law 
ard Juſtice : And then they - dawb over their 
Oppreflion with a. ſubmiſſive, flattering. Car- 
riage, that they may ſo far inſinuate into the 
Affections of the Vulgar, as they may not tu- 
mult nor rebel, but patiently crouch to Burdens 


and Exactions. Let us feign now a Perſon 


ignorant of the Laws and Conſtitutions of that 
Realm he lives in, an Enemy to the publick 
Good; ſtudious only of his own private In- 
tereſt, addicted wholly to Pleaſures and De- 
lights, a Hater of Learning, a profeſs'd Enemy 
to Liberty and Truth, careleſs and unmindful 


of the common 8 taking all the 8 
2 ures 
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fures of Juſtice and Honeſty from the falſe 
Beam of Self-intereſt and Advantage; after 
this hang about his Neck a Gold, Chain, for 
an Intimation that he ought to have all Vir- 
t ies link'd together; then ſet a Crown of Gold 
and Jewels on his Head, for a Token that he 
ought to overtop and outhhine others in all 
commendable Qualifications ; next, put into 
his Hand a Royal Scepter for a Symbol of 
Juſtice and — 3 ; laſtly, cloath him with 
Purple, for an Hieroglyphick of a tender Love 
and Affection to the Common- wealth. If 
a Prince ſhould look upon this e 
and draw a Compariſon between that 
himſelf, 7 he would be aſham'd of his == 
Enſigns of Majeſty, and n of being — 
Jaugh'd out of them. 

Nxxr to Kings — may come their 
Coeur tiert. [FI. XXXIV. ] who, tho' they 
are for the moſt part wh, ſervile, oo "Es 
| low-ſpirited fort o — yet or m 
big, ſwell and have high * 
x, E, and Comer Big, Their Confi- 
dence appears upon all Occaſions ; yet in this 
one Thing they are ve modeſt, in War 
are content to adorn their _ Bodies with Gold, 
Jewels, Purple, and other glorious En of 
Virtue and Wiſdom, but leave their Hindi 
empty and unfraught ; and, taking the Reſem- 
blance of Goodneſs to themſelves turn - 
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the Truth and Reality of it to others. They 
think themſelves mighty happy, in that they 
can call the King Maſter, and be allow'd the 
Familiarity of talking with him ; that they 
can volubly rehearſe his ſeveral Titles of Au- 
guſt Highneſs, Supereminent . Excellence, and 
Ah Serene Majgfty, that they can boldly 
uſher in any Diſcourſe, and that they have the 
compleat Knack of Inſinuation and Flattery ; 
for theſe are the Arts which aus tre trely * 
Genteel-and Noble. If you make a ftricter 
Enquiry after their other Endowments, you 
ſhall find them mere Sots and Dolts. "They'll 
ſleep generally till Noon, and then their mer- 
cenary Chaplains ſhall come to their Bedſide, 
and entertain them perhaps with a ſhort Morn- 
ing- Prayer. As ſoon as they are dreſt they 
muſt go to Break-faft ; and when that is done, 
immediately to Dinner. When the Cloth is 
. then to Cards, Dice, Tables, or 
ſome ſuc ike Diverſion, ' After this, they 
muſt have one or two Afternoon Banquets, and 
fo in the Evening to Supper. When 


4 r Game of Drink- 


g; the Bottles are marſhal'd, the Glafles _ 
ranked, and round go the Healths and Bumpers 
till they are carried up to Bed. And this is 
the conſtant Method of pailing away their 
Hours, Days, Months, Years, and Ages. I 
51 many times WW 

N 3 | 
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ftanding in the Court, and feeing how the 
tawdry Butterflies vie upon one another: I he 
Ladies ſhall meaſure the Height of their Hu- 
mours by the Length of their Traili, Which 
muſt be bore up by a. Page behind. The 
Nobles juſtle one another to get neareſt to the 
King's Elbow, and wear Gold - chains of that 
Weight and Bigneſs, as require no leſs Strength 
to carry, than they do Wealth to prrchaſe.:n . 
' AND now for ſome Reflections upon Popes, 
Cardinals, "and: Biſhops, who in Pomp and 
Splendor have alinoft- equabd, if not out: gone 
ſecular Princes. Now, if any one conſider, 
that their upper Crechet of white Linen is to 
ſignify their 1uaſpatted » Purity: and Iusocence; 
that their forked: Mitres, with both Diviſions 
tied together with the ſame Knot, are to de- 
note the ja Knowledge of the Old and New 
Teſtament; that their always wearing Gleues 
repreſents their keeping their Hands clean and 
undefiled from Lucre and Covetouſneſs; that 
tze Paſtoral Staff implies: the Care of a Flock 
: committed to their Charge; that the Croſs car 
ried before them expreſſes the Victiry over all 
carnal Affections: He (I ſay) that conſiders 
this, and much more of like nature, muſt 
needs conclude they are entruſted with a very 
weighty and difficult Office. But alas, they 
think it ſufficient if they can but feed them- 
felves ;/ and as to their Fleck, either 3 
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them to the Care of Chriſi himſelf, or com- 
mit theni to the Guidance of ome inleriour 
cars and Curates; not fo much as remem- 
bring hat their Name of Biſhap imports, to 
wit, Labour, Pains and Diligence, but by baſe, 
Simomacal Contracts they are in a profane. 

Senſe Epiſcopi, i. e. Overſeers of their own , 
Gain and Income. 

80 Carainals in Ae manner, if they did 
put conſider that the Church ſuppoſes them to 
ſueceed in the room of the Apoſiles; that 
therefore they muſt behave themſelves as their 
Predaceſſors, and ſo not be Lords but Diſpen- 
ſers of ſpixitual Giſts, of the Diſpoſal whercof 
they muſt one; Day render a ſtrict Account: 
Orzf they would but reſlect a little on their 
Habit, and thus reaſon with themſelves ; What 
means this awhite upper Garment, but only 
an unſpotted Innocence? What ſignifies my 
inner Purple, but only an ardent Love and 
Zeal to God? What imports my outertiolt; 
Pall, ſo wide and long that it covers ,the,whole; 
Mule, when I ride 3 nay, ſhould by big enough 
to cover a Camel? — only a diffufpur e 
that ſhould ſpread itſelf for a Succous and Pr 
. tection to all, by teaching, exhorting, — * 
ing, reproving, admoniſhing, compoſing of Dif- 
ferences, courageouſly withſtanding wicked Prin- 
ces, and ſacriſteing for the Safety of our Flock 
our n as well as our Wa 
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Riches ; though indeed, Riches ought not to be 
at all poſſeſs'd by ſuch as boaſt themſelves Suc- 
ceſſors to the Apoſtles, who were poor, needy 
and deſtitute: I fay, if they did but lay theſe 
Confiderations to Heart, they would never be 
ſo ambitious of being created to this Honour ; 
they would willingly reſgn it when conferr'd 

upon them, or at leaſt would be as induſtrious, 
watchful and laborious, as the primitive Apo- 
{tles were. 

Now as as to the Popes of Rome, who pre- 
tend themſelves Chriſt's Vicars, if they would 
but imitate his exemplary Life, in i 
imploy d in an unintermitted Courſe of Preach- 

; in the being attended with 
+ AA Hunger, and a Contem * 
World; if they did but conſider Laser 
of the Word Pope, which ſignifies a Father ; or 
if they did but practiſe their 23 of Moſt 
Holy, what Order or Degrees of Men would 
be in a worſe Condition? There would be 
then no fuch vigorous making of Parties, and 
buying of de the Cone 4 Va- 
cancy of that See : And thoſe, who by Bribery, 
or other indirect Courſes, ed fon them- 
felves elected, would never fecure their fitti 
firm in the Chair by Piſtol, Poiſon, Force, 
Violence. How much of their Pleaſure would 
be abated, if 'they were but endow'd with one 
Dram of Wiſdom? Wi/dem did I ſay ? Nays 
0 Wi 
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with one Grain of that Salt which our Savi- 
our bid them not loſe the Savour of, All their 
Riches, all their Honour, their Juriſdictions, 
their Peter's Patrimony, their Offices, their 
Diſpenſations, their Licences, their I 

the long Frain and Attendants (ſee in how 
ſhort a Compaſs, I have abbreviated all their 
marketing of Religion ;) in a word, all their 
Perquiſites will be forfeited and loſt; and in 
their room will ſucceed Watching, F aſtings, 


Tears, Prayers, Sermons, hard Studies, re- 


penting Sighs, and a thouſand ſuch like ſevere 
Penalties: Nay, what's yet more deplorable, · it 
would then follow, that all their Clerks, Ama- 


men, Pimps (and ſomewhat elſe, which for. 
Modeſty's fake I ſhall not mention 3) in oet,, 


only, that they ara e.g what Circumſtances 
they are placed in; rw ge 6 now, by a whoke- 
ſome Neglect of Thinking, live as well as 
Han con with; Whateter of Tut and Drug: 


gery 
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gery belongs to their Office, that they aſſign 
over to St. Peter, or St. Paul, who have Time 
enough to mind it; but if there be any thing 
of Pleaſure and Grandeur, that they aſſume to 
themſelves, as being hereunto called! So that 
by my Influence no ſort of People live more 
to their own Eaſe and Content. They think 
to ſatisfy that Maſter they pretend to ſerve, our 
Lord and Saviour, with their great State and 
Magnificence,' with the Ceremonies of Inſtal- 
ments, with the Titles of Reverence and Ho- 
lineſs, and with exerciſing their Epiſcopal 
Function only in Bleſſing and Curſing. The 
working of Miracles is old and out- dated, to 
teach the People is too laborious, to interpret 
Scripture is to invade the Prerogative of the 
Schoolmen, to pray is too idle, to ſhed Tears is 
cowardiſh ' and unmanly, to 7% is too mean 
and ſordid, to be eaſy and familiar is beneath 
the Grandeur of him, Who, without being 
ſued to and intreated, will ſcarce give Princes 
the Honour of kiſſing his Toe : Finally, to die 
for Religion is too ſelf-denying, and to be cru- 
cified as their Lord of Life is baſe and ignomi- 
nious. Their only Weapons ought to be thoſe 
of the Spirit; and of theſe indeed they are 
mighty liberal, as of their Interdicts, their 
Suſpenſions, their Denunciations, theit Aggra- 
vations, their greater and leſſer Excommunica- 
trons, and their roaring Bulls, that fright whom- 
| ever 


Ver 


ten Sachs 2 5 


-> 
* 
* 
9 
- 
* 
* * 
N . 
* — 
7 
. * 
Fad 
- 
* * 


- 


— 


* ” " 7 — a 
SS”. \ VC) J — : - | 
; WD ID J Xe N = = 
by JS N 8 . DO ” SAD . % | — 
S e 


UPON FOLLY. 143 


ever they are-thunder'd againſt ; and theſe moſt 
holy Fathers never iſſue them out more fre- 
quently than - againſt thoſe, who, at the Inft:- 
cation of. the Devil, [FiG. XXXVI.] and not 
eving the Fear of Ged before their Eyes, do 
1 Floniouſly and AMaliciouſly attempt to leſſen 
nd impair, St. Peter's Patrimony : And though 
that Apoſtle tells our Saviour in the Goſpel, in 
Ide Name of all the other Diſciples, Le hove 
II all and falladed you, yet they challenge, as 
e Inheritance, Fields, Towns, I realures, 
* and large Dominions; for the defending where- 
, inflam'd with a holy Zeal, they fight with 
Fire and Sword, to the great Loſs and Effuſion 
f Chriſtian 'Bloog ; thinking they äre Apo- 
ſtolical. Maintainer 9 0. Chriſt's Spouſe, the 
Church, { when they have murder'd all ſuch as 
they call her Enemies: Though indeed the 
church has no: Enemies more bloody and ty- 
Ennical than ſuch impious Popes, who give 
Diſpenſations for the not Preaching of Chriſt; 
wacuate the main Effect and Deſign of our 
Ledemption by their pecuniary; Bribes and Sales; 
adulterate the Goſpel by their forced Interpre- 
tions and undermining , Traditions; and laſt- 
. by their: Luſts and Wickedneſs grieve the 
DO bleed: anew. Farther; when the Chriſtian 
Church has been all along firſt planted, ' then 
onfirm'd, and ſince eſtabliſh'd, by the Im 
0 
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of her Martyrs, as if Chriſt her Head would 
be wanting in the ſame Methods ſtill of pro- 
tecting her, they invert the Order, and props 
gate their Religion now by Arms and Lopes 
which was wont formerly to be done on 

Patience and Sufferings. And though oy, Auto ar be 
ſo brutiſh, as that it becomes Beaſts rather than 
Men ; ſo extray t, that the Poets feign'd it 
an Effect of the Furies; ſo licentious, that it 
ſtops the Courſe of all Juſtice and Honeſty ; 
ſo deſperate, that it is beſt waged by Ruffin 
and Bandliti; and fo unchriſtian, that it is con- 
trary to the expreſs Commands of the Goſpel 
yet, maugre all this, Peace is too quiet, toc 
unaCtive, and they muſt be in the Boil 
terouſneſs of War. x which undertaking 
oo yor rnd ſome ſo old that the 
can ſcarce — they'll put on a young 
brisk Reſolut: n reſolve to ſtick at nc 
Pains, of han no Coſt, nor to wave any | 
convenience, ſo they may involve Laws, Rel 
gion, Peace, and all other Concerns, w 
ſacred or civil, in unappeaſable Tumults an 4 
Diſtractions. And yet ſome of their learned 
fawning Courtiers will interpret this notoriou 
Madneſs, for Zeal, and Piety, and Fortituc 
having found out the Way how a Man ma 
draw his Sword, and ſheath it in his Brother 
Bowels, and yet not offend againſt the Duty o 


the Second Table, whereby we are oblig'd tt 
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we dur Neighbour as. our ſeluer. It is yet un- 
certain whether theſe — Fathers have 
taken Example from, or given Precedent to, 
ſuch other German Biſbops, who, omitting their 
Eccleſiaſtical Habit and other Ceremonies, ap- 
pear openly * Cap-a- pee, like ſo many 
Champions and Warriours, no doubt 
that + they come © thart of the of their 
FunQion, if theyi.die- m. any other than 
the open Field, fighting the Battles: of the, Lord. 
The. infetior Clergy FFI XXXVII.] deem- 
ing it unmannerly not to conſorm to theit Pa · 
trons and Dioceſans, devoutly tug and — 
for their 'T'ythes with Spllogiſns and Argu 
ments, 28 as with Swords, — 
Stones, or any thing that came next to Hand. 
9 ear. the Rabbies;:Fathers; or other 

ritings;;how quick-1 tech are they 

out any Sen they may 
1 8886 the People with, and make them believe 
that more than the Tenth: is due, paſſing by 
whatever they meet with in the fame Authors 
that 4 — the Duty and . Difficulty 
of their dem Offer. TFhbey never conſider 
that their faven Crownis'a Token that they 


ſhould 2 — 


wholly to divine Meditation 3 a inſtead of 
this, our bald-pated Prieſts think they have 
done enough if thepdloher evans oa 


e ee 
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Fardel of Prayers; which it is a Wonder if 
God ſhould hear or underſtand, when they 
whiſper them ſo ſoftly, and in ſo unknown a 
Language, which they can ſcarce hear or un- 
derſtand themſelves. This they have in com- 
mon with other Mechanicks, that are 
moſt ſubtle in the Craft of getting ey, 
and wonderfully skill'd in their reſpective Dues 
of 'T ythes, Offerings, Perquiſites, &c. Thus 
they are all content to reap the Profit ; but as 
to the Burdon, that they toſs as a Ball from 
one Hand to another, and aſſign it over to any 
they can or hire: For, as ſecular Princes 
have their Judges and ſubordinate Miniſters to 
act in their Name, and ſupply their Stead ; fo 
Eccleſiaſtical Governors have their Deputies, 
Vicars, and Curates; nay, many times turn 
over the whole Care of Religion ta the Laity. 
The Laity, ſuppoſing they have nothing to 


do with the Church (as if their baptiſmal Vow I 


did not initiate them Members of it) make it 


over to the Prieſts ; of the Prieſts again, thoſe 


that are Secular, thinking their Title implies 
them to be a little too profane, aſſign this Task 
over to the Regulars, the Regulars to the 
Adonks, the Moiiks bandy it from one Order to 
another, till it light upon the Mendicants; they 
lay it upon the Carthuſians, which Order alone 
keeps Honeſty and Piety among them, but 


really keep them ſo ä 
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could ſee them. Thus the Popes, thruſting 
only their Sickle into the Harve/? of Profit, 
leave all the other 'Toil of Spiritual Husbandry 
to the Biſhops, the Biſhops beſtow it upon the 
Paſtors, the Paſtors on their Curates, and the 
Curates commit it to the Mendicants, who re- 
turn it again to ſuch as well know how to 
make good Advantage of the Flock by the Be- 
nefit of their Fleece. 

Bur I would not be thought purpoſely to 


= | expoſe-the Weakneſſes of Popes and Prielts, 


leſt I ſhould ſeem to recede r 1298 my Title, 


and make a Satire inſtead of a Panegyrick : 


Nor let any one imagine that I reflect on good 


== Princes by commending of bad ones : I did 
I | this only in brief, to-ſhew-that there is no one 


particular Perſon can lead a comfortable Life, 
except he be entred of my Society, and * 
me for his Friend. Nor indeed can it 


=p otherwiſe, ſince Fortune [F16. XXXVIN) 


that Empreſs” of the World, is ſo much in 
League and Amity with me, that to wi/e Men 


e is always ftingy, and ſparing of her Gifts, 


but is profuſely liberal and laviſh to Tot. Thus 
Timothens the Athenian Commander, in all his 
Expeditions, was a Mirreur of good Luck, be- 
cauſe. he was a little underwitted ; from him 
was occaſioned the Grecian Proverb. » #vSov)@- 
rr e, the Net fills though the Fiſhermau 
fleeps * There is alſo another favourable Pro- 

2 verb, 


1438 A PANEGYRICK 


verb, Txadz Ja Jara, the Owl fies, an Omen 
of Succeſs. But againſt wiſe Men are pointed 
theſe ill- aboding Proverbs, EY ,,,: , 
Born under a bad Planet; Equum habet Se- 
janum, be cannot ride the Fore-herſe ; Aurum 
Tholofanum, Il gotten Goods will never pro- 
ſber; and more to the ſame Purpoſe. But! 
torbear from any farther Proverkializing, leſt 
I ſhould be thought to have rifled my Eraſ- 
mus's Adugies. To return therefore, Fortune 
we find ſtill favouring the Blunt, and fluſhing 
the Forward; ſtrokes and ſmooths up Fools, 
crowning all their Undertakings with Succeſs: 
But Wiſdom makes her Followers baſhful, 
ſneaking, and timorous; and therefore you ſer 
they are commonly _ reduced to hard . Shifts, 
muſt grapple ' with Poverty, Cold and: _—_ 
mult lye recluſe, Sſpiſed an and unregarded, while 
Fook roll in Money, are .advanc'd to Digni- 
ties and Offices, and, in a word, have the 
whole World at Command. If any one think 
it happy to be a Favourite at Cart, and to 
manage the Diſpoſal of Places and Preferments, 
alas, this Happineſs is ſo far from attain- 
able by Wiſdom, that the very Suſpicion of it 
would put a Stop to all Advancement. Has 
any Man a mind to raiſe himſelf a good Eftate ? 
Alas, what Dealer in the World would evet 
get a Farthing if he be ſo 8 as to ſcruple 


at 
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at Peurys bluſh; at a Lie, or ſtick at any 
Fraud and Over reaching. | 5015 

FARTHER z does any one appear a Candi- 
date for any Ecclefiaſticeal Dignity? Why, an 
Aſs, or 2 Plough- jobber, ſhall ſooner. gain it 
than a wiſe Man. Again; are you in Love 
with a handſome Lady ? Alas, Womenkind 
are ſo addicted to Folly, that they will not at 
all liſten to the Courtſhip of a wiſe Suitor. 
Finally; where-ever there is any Preparation 
made for Mirth and Jollity, all wife Men are 
ſure to be excluded the Company, leſt they 
ſhould ſtint the Joy, and damp. the Frolick. 
In a word, to what Side ſoever we turn our 
elves, to Popes, Princes, Judges, , Magiſtrates, 
Friends, Enemies, Rich or Poor, all their Con- 
cerns are managed by . Aongy, which becauſe 
it is undervalued by wiſe Men, therefore, in 
Revenge ta be ſure, it never comes at them. 

Bur now, though my Praiſe and Commen- 
dation might well be endleſs; yet it is requiſite 
| ſhould. put ſome Period to my Speech. I'll 
therefore draw toward an End; when I have 
belt! confirm'd what I have ſaid by the Aurbo- 
rity- of ſeueral Aubert. Which way of far- 
ther Proof I ſhall inſiſt upon, partly, that I 


Us tions... 
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tions. To imitate them therefore, I wil 
Produce ſome Reports and Authorities, - though 
perhaps, like theirs too, they are nothing to the 
purpoſe. | 

FirsT then, it is confeſs'd almoſt to a Pro- 
verb, that the Art of Diſembling is a very 
neceſſary Accompliſhment ; and therefore it i; 
a common Verſe among School-boys. 


Stubtitiow Bale les ſapientis fumms of, 


To frign the Fool, when fit Occaſions riſe, 
Argues the being more compleatly wiſe. 


It is eaſy therefore to collect how great a Value 
ought to be put upon real Folly, when the very 
Shadow, and bare Imitation of it, is ſo much 
eſteem d. Horace, who in his Epiſtles thu 
Hfyles himſelf, 


Me pinguem & nitidum --— 
---- Epicuri de grege Porcum. 


My fleck-skin'd Corpſe as ſmooth as if I lje 
Among the fatted Swine of Epreurs's Sty: 
[Fic, XXXIX. 


(1 fay) gives this Advice in one: 


This Poet 
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Miſce Stultitiam conſiliis brevem, 
Short Folly with your Counſels mix. 


The Epithet of Hort, it is true, is a little im- 
proper, * The fime ore gin has this Paſſage 
elſewhere, * 


Dulce eft defipere in leo, 
Well-timed Folly has a fweet Reliſh, 
And in another Place, | ö | 
— allem alu 22 videri, 
Quam ſapere & ringt. 


Tai achiv ach bene ll Foot, 
| Than feel the Laſh and Smart of Wilow!' 
(School. 


rage. . any one 
of his Pine Hes Tio 


him the Fpithet 
Ab AS AL, OR 


uſe the fame Word to expreſs. Children, a8 a 
Token of their Innocence. And what is the 
of all Homer's Iiads, but en 


ww 


" fag 
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Stultorum Regum, & Populorum continet &/tus, 


They Kings and Subjects Dotages contain ? 


How poſitive alſo. is Ti ull's Commendation, 
that a/l Places are Kd wi ith Fools Now 
every Excellence being $o- = — meaĩured by i its 
Extent, the Gocaneß of Folly muſt be of as 
large Dompaſe as thoſe - univerſal: Places ſhe 
reaches to. But perhaps Chriſtians may light 
the Authority of a Heathen. I could therefore, 
if I pleaſed, back and confirm the Truth here- 
of by the Citations of ſeveral;Texts of Serip- 
ture; though herein it were perhaps my __ 
to beg * of the 3 that * 
far intrench upon their "rexogative in 
a Grant, the Tak ſeems fo difficult as tO 85 
uire the Invocation of ſome Aid and Aſ- 
iſtance : Vet becauſe it in unreaſonable to put 
the Muſes to the Treble and Expence of ſo 


tedious a Journey, eſpecially fince the Buſineſs 
is out of their ir. he Kg hell chuſe rather 

(while, L am a&i vine, and venturt 
1 their pole 1 ge ties) w wiſh e 
be ſuch ie a 8210 {ob XI. E 
| and pr IG TR, | 
would not — * aſterwards it 


his Body, though for A, it. po 
ſtopped at Purgatory by the Way. "T cannot 
but wiſh that I might wholly cron 
er 
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Character, or at leaſt that ſome: grave Divine 
in my; ſtead might rehearſe. this part of the 
Subject, for me: For truly I ſuſpect, that 
ſomebody will accuſe me for plundering the 
Cloſets, of thoſe Reverend Men, while I pre- 
tend to ſo much of Divinity as muſt appear in 
my; following Diſcourſe. Vet, however, it 
may not ſeem ſtrange, that, aſter ſo long and 
frequent a Converle, I have gleaned ſome Scraps 
from the Divines'; ſince Mrace's wooden God, 
by hearing his Maſter read Ener, learned 
ſome Words of Gree; and Luciun's Cock; by 
long Attention, could "readily underſtand what 
any Man ſpoke, * But now to the purpoſe, 
wiſhing myſelf Succeſs.” 

Acclgſaſterdoth foragwhere confeſs, that there 
ae; an infinite Number of Fools 3; now, when 
he ſpeaks of an'ifirite Number, what, does he 
elſe but imply, that herein is included the 
whele Race of \ Mankind, except ſome very 
few, which I know not whether ever any ong 
had yet thę Happineſs to ſee? - | 

TRI Prophet Zeremy ſpeaks yet mots phie 
ly i in his ruth Chapter, where he ſaith, That 
every Mam is brutiſb in his Knowledge, He 
juſt before attributes Wiſdom to God alone; 
laying, ' That the wife Men of the Nations are 
altogether brutiſh and faaliſh. And in the pre- 
ceding Chapter he gives this ſeaſonable Cau- 


200; Let not the wiſe Man glory in his * iſe 
| dum 
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dom + The Reaſon is obvious, becauſe no Man 
hath truly any whereof to glory. But to re- 
turn to Eccleſiaſtes, when he faith, Vanity of 
Vanities, all is Vanity, what elſe can we ima- 
gine his Meaning to be, than that our whole 
Life is nothing but one continued Interlude 
of Folly? This confirms that Aſſertion of 
Tully, which is delivered in that noted Paſſage 
we but juſt now mentioned, namely, That al! 
Places fewarm with Fools, Farther; what does 
the Son of Sirach mean when he faith in Ec- 
clefiaſticus, That the Foal ts changed as the 
Moon, while the wiſe Man is fixed as the Sun, 
than only to hint out the Folly-of all Man- 
kind ; and that the Name of Wiſe is due to 
no other but the All- wiſe God? For all Inter- 
preters by Mon underſtand Manking, and by 
Sun that Fountain of all Light, the Almighty. 
The fame Senſe is implied in that Saying of 
our Saviour in the Goſpel, There is none good 
but one, that it Ged: For if whoever is not 
Wiſe be conſequently a Fol; and if, according 
to the Stoicks, every Man be wiſe ſ far only 
as he is good, the meaning of the Text muſt 
be, all Mortals are unavoidably Feols, and there 
is none wiſe but one, that is God. Solomon alſo, 
in the fifteenth Chapter of his Proverbs, hath 
this Expreffion, Folly is Foy to him that is de- 

tute of Wiſdem; plainly intimating, that 
4 wis lan % attended with Grief and Vex- 


ation, 
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ation, while the Fooliſh only roll in * 
and Pleaſure. To the ſame purpoſe is 
Saying of his in the firſt Chapter of Feel 
aftes, In much Wiſdem is much Grief 3 and he 
that encreaſeth Knowledge, encreaſeth Sorrow. 
Again; it is confeſs'd by the ſame Preacher in 
the ſeyenth Chapter of the ſame Book, That 
the Heart of the Wiſe is in the Houſe of Arm- 

ing, but the Heart of Fools is in the Houſe of 
415 rth, This Author himſelf had never at- 
tained to ſuch a Portion of Wiſdom if he had not 
applied himſelf to a ſearching out the Frailties 
and Infirmities of human Nature; as, if you. 
believe not me, may appear from his own 
Words in his. firſt Chapter, I gave my Heart 
to know. Wiſdom, and to. know Madneſs and 
Folly ; where it is worthy to be obſerved, that, 
600.900 Order of Words, Folly for its Ad- 

antage is put in the 4% Place, Thus Eecle- 


22 wrote, and thus indeed did an E ccleſiaſti- 


cat Method require; namely, that what has 


the Precedence in ity ſhould come hind- 
in Rank — rder, according, to 
enour of that E Precept, The 


ſhall be Firſt, and the. Firſt Pall be Loft. And 
in Ecclefia/ticus likewiſe ' (whoever Was Author 
of that holy Book which bears that Name) 
in the forty fourth Chapter, the Excellency. 
of Folly above Wiſdom is poſitively acknow- 
e "The very Words I hall ao; ca, hk 


— 
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have the Advantage of an Anſwer to a Queſti- 
on I am propoſing, this Way of Interrogating 
being frequently made uſe of by Plato, in his 
es between Soeratet and other Diſpu- 
tants: I ask you then, What is it we uſually 
hoard and lock up, Things of greater Eſteem and 
Value, or thoſe which are more common, trite 
amd deſpicable Why are you ſo backward in 
making an Anſwer! Since you-are ſo ſhy. and 
reſerv'd, I'Il take the Greet ae a ſatis- 
factory Repl ; namely, v ix] > PIejas, 
Foul Water C. thrown” down the Sink; which 
Saying, that no Perſon may ſlight, it may be 
convenient to advertiſe that it comes from no 
. Meaner an Author than that Oracle of Truth, 
Ariſtotle himſelf. And indeed, there is no one 
an chis ſide Badlam ſo mad as to throw out 
upon his Dunghil his Gold and Jewels but ra- 
ther all Perſons have a Upſe Repoſitury to pre- 
ſerve them in, and ſecure” e all the 
Locks, Bolts and Bars, that either Art can 
comtrive, or Fears ſu of . Whereas'the Dirt, 
— r Opt: „chat he ſcattered A 
upon paſs by, 
take no woe Foy rg vga 3 
ble be cfer'd up, and What leſs" ſo 3 
| garded, it follows; that accordingly Foll 
meet with a preater 'Efteem' than WI e be 
cauſe that wiſe Author adviſes us to the teeping 
ge and concealing the firſt, and . — 
aying 
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ti- | laying open the other: As take him now in his 
ng. | own Words, Better is he that hideth his Folly, 
his | than him that hideth his Wiſdom. Belide, the 
u- | ſacred Text does oft aſcribe Innocence and 
ly  Sincerity to Fools, while the wiſe Man is apt 
nd to be a haughty Scorner of all ſuch as he thinks 
ite | or cenſures to have leſs Wit than himſelf : For 
ſo I underſtand that Paſſage in the tenth Chap 
ter of Eccleſiaſtes. When he that is 4 Fool 
walketh by the Way, his Wiſdom faileth him, 
and he ſaith to every one that he it a Foal, Now 
what greater Argument of Candor or 3 
can there be, than to demean yourſe 
with all others, and not think their Deſerts an 
way inferior to his own. Folly is no 
ſcandalous Attribute, but that the wiſe Agr 
was not aſhamed to confeſs it in the. thirtieth 
Chapter of Proverbs : Surely, (faith he) I am 
more brutiſh than any Man, and have nat the 
Underftanding of a Man. Nay, St. Paul him- 
ſelf, that great Doctor of the Gentiles, writing 
to his Corinthians, readily. owns the Name, 
ſaying, F any Man ſpeak as a Foil, I nure; 
as if to have been 4% ſo had been a Reproach 
and Diſgrace. But perhaps I may be cenſured 
for miſ-interpreting this Text by ſome modern 
Annotators, who, like Crows picking. at one 
another's Eyes, find Fault, and correct all that 
went before them, and pretend each their-own - 
Gloſſes to contain the only true and genuine 
P Expliy 
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Explication ; among whom my Eraſmus (whom 
cannot but mention with Reſpect) may chal- 
lenge the ſecond Place, if not the Precedency, 
This Citation (fay they) is purely impertinent; 
the Meaning of the Apoſtle is far different 
from what you dream of: He would not have 
theſe Words fo underſtood, as if he deſired to 
be thought a greater Fool than the reſt, but 
only when he had before ſaid, Are they Mini- 
flers of Chriſt ? So am I: As if the equalling 
himſelf herein to others had been too little, 
he adds, I am more, thinking a bare Equality 
not enough, unlefs he were even Superior to 
thoſe he compares himſelf with, This he 
would have to be believed as true; yet leſt it 
might be thought offenſive, as bordering too 
much on Arrogance and Conceit, he tempers 
and alleviates it by the Covert of Folly. 1 
ſpeak (fays he) as a Fool, knowing it to be the 
peculiar Privilege of Fools to ſpeak the Truth, 
without giving Offence. But what St. Paul's 
Thoughts were when he wrote this, I leave 
for them to determine, In my own Judg- 
ment at leaſt I prefer the Opinion of the good 
old tunbellied Divines, with whom it's ſafer and 
more creditable to err, than to be in the right 


with ſmattering, raw Novices. 
Nor indeed ſhould any one mind the late 


Criticks any more than the ſenſeleſs chattering 


of a Daw ; eſpecially ſince one of the moſt 
| eminent 
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eminent of them (whoſe Name I adviſedly 
conceal, leſt ſome of our Wits ſhould be taunt- 
ing him with the Greek Proverb,” Or@ Sfb Aa, 
Ad Lyram Aſinus) magiſterially and dogmati- 
cally deſcanting upon this Text, [Are they the 
Miniſters of Chriſt ? (1 ſpeak as a Fool) I am 
more] makes a diſtinct Chapter, and (which 
without good Store of Logick he could never 
have done) adds a new Section, and then gives 
this Paraphraſe, which I ſhall Verbatim recite, 
that you may have his Words materially, as 
well as formally his Senſe (for that's one of 
their babbling Diſtinctions.) [7 ſpeak as a Fool] 
that is, if the equalling myſelf to thoſe falſe 
Apoſtles would have been conſtrued as the 
Vaunt of a Fool, I would willingly be aecount- 
ed a greater Fool, by taking place of them, 
and openly pleading, that as to their Miniſtry, 
I not only come up even with them, but out- 
ſtrip and go beyond them: Though this ſame 
Commentator a little after, as it were forgetting 
what he had juſt before delivered, tacks about, 
and ſhifts to another Interpretation, 


Bur why do I inſiſt upon any one particu- 


lar Example, when in general it is the publick 
Charter of all Divines to mould and bend the 
ſacred Oracles, till they comply with their 
own Fancy, ſpreading them (as Heaven by 


its Creator) like a Curtain, cloſing together, 


or drawing them back, as they pleaſe? Thus 
os indeed 


| 
| 
| 
L 
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indeed, St. Paul himſelf minces and mangles 
ſome Citations he makes uſe of, and ſeems to 
wreſt them to a different Senſe from what they 
were firſt intended for, as is confefs'd by the 
great Linguiſt St. Hi:rom, Thus when that 
Apoſtle faw at Athens the Inſcription of an 
Altar, he draws from it an Argument for the 
Proof of the Chriſtian Religion; but, leaving 
out great part of the Sentence, which perhaps, 
if fully recited, might have prejudiced his 
Cauſe, he mentions only the two laſt Words, 
viz. To the unknown God; and this too not 
without Alteration, for the whole Inſcription 
runs thus: To the Gods of Aſia, Europe, and 
Africa, to all foreign and unknawn Gods, 
*T'1s in Imitation of the fame Pattern, I'll 
warrant you, that our young Divines, by leav- 
ing out four or five Words in a Place, and 
putting a falſe Conſtruction on the reſt, can 
make any Paſſage ſerviceable to their own Pur- 


poſe; though from the Coherence of what 


went before, or follows after, the genuine 
Meaning appears to be either wide enough, or 
perhaps quite contradictory to what they would 
thruſt and impoſe upon it. In which Knack 


the Divines are grown now fo expert, that 


the Lawyers themſelves begin to be jealous of 
an Encroachment on what was formerly their 
fole Privilege and Practice. And indeed, what 
can they deſpair of proving, ſince the fore- 

| mentioned 
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mentioned Commentator (I had almoſt blun- 
der'd out his Name, but that I am reftrained 
by fear of the ſame Greek proverbial Sarcaſm) 
did upon a Text of St. Luke put an Interpre- 
tation no more agreeable to the meaning of 
the Place than one contrary Quality is to an- 
other? The Paſlage is this: When Tudas's 
T reachery was preparing to be executed, and 
accordingly it ſeem'd requiſite that all the Diſ- 
eiples ſhould be provided to guard and ſecure 
their aſſaulted Maſter, our Saviour, that he 
might piouſly caution them againſt Reliance 
for his Delivery on any worldly Strength, asks 
them, whether in all their Embaſly they lacked 
any thing, when he had ſent them out ſo un- 
furniſhed for the Performance of a long Jour- 
ney, that they had not ſo much as Fan to 
defend their Feet from the Injuries of Flints 
and Thorns, or a Scrip to carry a Meal's Meat 
in; and when they had anſwered, that the 
hacked nothing, he adds, But now he that hat 
a Purſe let him take it, and likewiſe a Scrip; 
and be that hath no Sword let him ſell his Gar- 
ment, aud buy one; Now when the whole 
Doctrine of our Saviour inculcates noun 
more frequently than Meekneſs, Patience, 

a Contempt of this World, is it not plain what 
the Meaning of the Place is? namely, that 
he might now diſmiſs. his Embaſſadors in a 


more naked, defengelels Condition, * 
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not only adviſe them to take no Thought for 
Shoes or Scrip ; but even commands them to 
part with the very Cloaths from their Back, 
that ſo they might have the leſs Incumbrance 
and Entanglement in the going through their 
Office and Function. He cautions them, it is 
true, to be furniſhed with a Sword, yet not 
ſuch a carnal one as Rogues and Highwaymen 
make uſe of for Murder and Bloodſhed, but 
with the Sword of the Spirit, which pierces 
through the Heart, and ſearches out the inner- 
moſt Retirements of the Soul, lopping off all 
our Luſt and corrupt Affections, and leaving 
nothing in Poſſeſſion of our Breaſt, but Piety, 
Zeal, and Devotion: This (I ſay) in my * 
nion, is the moſt natural Interpretation. t 
ſee how that Divine miſunderſtands the Place: 
By Sword (ys he) is meant Defence againſt 
Perſecution ; Scrip, or Purſe, a ſufficient 
* of Pe, fron ; as if Chriſt had, by 
conſidering better of it, changed his Mind in 
reference to that mean Equipage which he had 
before ſent his Diſciples in; and therefore came 
now to'a Recantation of what he had former- 
ly inſtituted : Or, as if he had forgot what in 

time paſt he had told them, Blaſſed are you 
when Men fhall revile you, and perſecute you, 
and ſay all manner of Evil againſt you for my 
Sake. Render not Evil for Evil, for bleſſed 
are thy meek, not the cruel : As if he had for- 
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got that he had encouraged them by the Ex- 
amples of Sparravs and Lilies: to take no 
thought for the Morrow ; he gives them now 
another Leſſon, and charges them, rather than 
go without a Sword, to ſell their Garment and 
buy onc ; as if the going cold and naked were 
more excuſable than the marching unarmed. 
And as this Author thinks all Means which 
are requiſite for the prevention or retaliation of 
Injuries to be implied under the Name of 
Shar fo under has of Sergp he would have 
every thing to be comp which either 
the Neceflity or Convenieacy of Liſe requires. 
T avs does this provident-Commentator fur - 
niſh out the Diſciples with Halberts[Fz6. XLI.] 
Spears and Gum: for the Enterprise oſ preach- 
ing Chriſt | cru; he ſupplies them - at the 
ſame time with hekets, Bags and Portman- 
teaus, that they might carry their Cupboards 
as well as their Bellies always abqut-them : — 
takes no notice how our Saviour 
bukes Peter ſor drawing that Sword which - 
had but juſt before ſo ſtrictly charg'd..him to 
bi; nor that it is ever recorded that the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians did by no ways withſtand 


their Heathen Proſecutors otherwiſe than with 


Tears and Prayers, which they would have 
exchanged more effectually for Swords and 


Bucklers, if they had thought this Text would 
have bore them out, 


THERE 
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THERE is another, and he of no mean Cre- 


dit, whom for Reſpect to his Perſon I ſhall for- 
bear to name, who commenting upon that 
Verſe in the Prophet Habakkukt [7 jaw the 
Tents of Cuſhan in Afliction, and the Curtains 
of the Land of Midian did tremble] becauſe 
Tents were ſometimes made of Sins, he pre- 
tended that the Word T mts did here ſignify 
the Shin of St; Bayrbolomew, who was. flca'd 
for a Martyr, 

I myſelf was lately 4 a Divinity Diſputa- 
tion [ FIG. XLII.] (where I very often. pay 
my Attendance)” where one of the Opponents 
temandet a Real why. be be tho hought 
more proper to filence 
and Fqgget, rather than 2 them aer 
derate and Arguments certain 
old Blade, Lo a. the Character of 2 Bi- 
vine, legible in the Frowns and Wrinkles of 
his Face, not without a great deal of Diſdain 
anſwered, that it was the expreſs Injunction of 
St. Paul himſelf, in thoſe Directions to Titus, 
{4A Man that in an Hevetich, after the firſt 
and ſecond - Admonition, Reje#) quoting it in 
Latin, where the Word Rejeft is Devitg ; 
while all the Auditory wondered at this Cita- 
tion, and deem'd it no way applicable to his 
purpoſe, he at laſt explain'd himſelf, faying, 
that Devita ſignify d de vita fallendum Hereti- 
cum, a Heretick — be lain. Some ſmiled 


at 


Hereticks by | Sword 
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at his Ignorance ; but others approved of it as 
an Orthodox Comment. And however ſome 
diſliked. that ſuch Violence ſhould be done to fo 
eaſy a Text, our Hair-ſlitting and irrefragable 
Doctor went on in Triumph: To prove it 
yet (ſays he) more undeniably, it is command- 
ed in the old Law [Thou ſhalt not ſuffer a 
Witch to liue;] now then every Maleficus or 
Witch is to be kill'd, but an Heretick is Male- 
ficus, which in the Latin T ranſlation is put for 
a Witch, Ergo, &c. All that were preſent, 
wondered at the Ingenuity. of the Perſon, and 
very devoutly embraced his Opinion, never 
dreaming that the Law was reſtrained only to 
Magicians, Sorcerers and Enchanters: For 
otherwiſe, if the Word Maleficus ſignified 
what it moſt naturally implies, every Evil- 
deer, then Drunkenneſs and Whoredom were 
to meet with the fame capital Puniſhment as 
Witchcraft, But why ſhould I ſquander away 
my Time in a too tedious Proſecution of this 
Topick, which if drove on to the utmoſt, 
would afford Talk to Eternity? I aim herein 
at no more than this; namely, That ſince 
thoſe grave Doctors take ſuch a ſwinging 
Range and Latitude, I, who am but a ſmatter- 
ing Novice in Divinity, may have the larger 
Allowance for any Slips or Miſtakes. 

Now therefore I return to St. Paul, who 
uſes theſe Expreſſions, [Ye ſuffer Feels gladly} 


applying 
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applying it to himſelf; and again, [fs a Fol 
receive me ;] and [That which I ſpeak, I ſpeak 


not after the Lord, but as it were fooliſhly ; [and 
in another Place [Me are Fools for Chriſt's 


ſake :] See how theſe Commendations of Folly 


are equal to the. Author of them, both Great 
and Sacred, The fame holy Perſon does yet 
enjoin and command the being a Fool as a Vir- 
tue of all other moſt requiſite and neceſſary : 
For, ſays he, ¶ any Man ſeem to be wiſe in 
this World, let him become a Fool, that he may 
be wiſe.) Thus St. Luke records, how our Sa- 
viour, after his Reſurrection, joining himſelf 
with two of his Diſciples travelling to Emmaus, 
at his firſt Salutation he calls them Fools, ſay- 
ing [O Fools, and flow of Heart to believe.] 
Nor may this ſeem ſtrange in compariſon. to 
what is yet farther delivered by St. Paul, who 
adventures to attribute ſomething of Folly even 
to the All-wife God himſelf [The 2 
of God (ſays he) is wiſer than Men] In 
which Text St. Origen would not have the 
Word Pooliſhneſs any way referr'd to Men, or 
applicable to the ſame Senſe, wherein is to be 
underſtood that other Paſſage of St. Paul | The 
preaching of the Croſs to them that periſh, Foil- 
Ahneſs. | But why do I put myſelf to the 
Trouble of citing ſo many Proofs, ſince this 
one may ſuffice tor all ; namely, that in thote 
myſtical Pſalms, wherein David repreſents the 


Type 
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Type of Chriſt, it is there acknowledged by 


our Saviour, in way of Confeſſion, that even 
he himſclf was guilty of Folly ; Thou (ſays he) 
O God, know'/i my fooliſhneſs ? Nor is it with- 


out Reaſon that Fools for their plainneſs 
and ſincerity of Heart have always been moſt 
acceptable to God Almighty. For as the 
Princes of this World have ſhrewdly ſuſpected, 
and carried a jealous * over ſuch of their 
Subjects as were the moſt obſervant, and deep- 
eſt Politicians, (for thus Ceſar was afraid of 
the plodding Caſſius and Brutus, thinking him- 
ſelf ſecure enough from the careleſs 
Anthany; [ FIG. XLIII. ] Nero likewiſe miſ- 
truſted Seneca, and Diomſiusm would have been 
willingly rid of Plats) ewhereas they can all 
dure reater Confidence in ſuch as are of leſs 
y and Contrivanee: 80 our Saviour in 
like manner diſlikes and condemns the wiſe and 
crafty, as St. Paul dogs :expreſly declare in 
1 Words, Ged hath choſen the fooliſh Things 
this World ; and . It pleaſed God by 
Faul ſhneſs to ſave the World; implying that by 
WWijdom it could never have been ſaved. Na 
God himſelf teltihes as much == he Gas 
G the Mouth of his Prophet, / will de/troy 
e Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and bring to nought the 
Unde Aanding of the Learned. Again, our 
Saviour does ſolemnly return his Father Thanks 
tor that he had hidden the Myſteries of Salua- 
tion 
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tion from the Wiſe, and reveal'd them to Babes, 
& e. * Fools; for the original Word mn 

oppoſed to oopote if one ſi wiſe, the 
= muſt feolih, To the ſame Purpoſe did 
our blefſed Lord frequently condemn and up- 
braid the Scribes, Phariſees, and Lawyers, while 


he carries himſelf kind and obliging to the un- 


learned Multitude : For what other can be the 
Meaning of that tart Denunciation, Jo wnto 
you Scribes and Phariſees, than Wo unto you 
wiſe Men ; whereas he ſeems chiefly delighted 
with 1 Women, and illiterate Fiſher- 
mien 

- Ws may farther take notice, that among 
all the ſeveral kinds of brute Creatures, he 
ſhews greateſt liking to ſuch as are fartheſt diſ- 
tant from the Subtilty of the Fox. Thus in 
his Progreſs to Jeruſalem he choſe to ride upon 
an Aſe, though, if he pleaſed, he might have 
mounted the Back of a Lion with more of 
State, and as little of Danger. The Holy Spirit 
choſe rather likewiſe to deſcend from Heaven 
in the ſhape of a ſimple gall-leſs Dove, than 
that of an Eagle, Kite, or other more 1% 
Fowl. 

Tus all along in the Holy Scriptures there 
are frequent Metaphors and Similitudes of the 
moſt inoftenſive Creatures, ſuch as Stags, 
Hlinde, Lambs, and the like. Nay, thoſe 
bleſſed Souls, that in the Day of Judgment aro 
JH} to 


Greek Provetb, gd tie Ide, 2 ech 2 of 
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to be placed at our Saviour's right Hand are 
called Shzep, which are the moſt ſenfleſs'and 
ſtupid of all' Cattle, as evidenc'd 'T Ariſtatle's 


g 


Li 


700 7. e. a dull, blockiſh, ſleepy, unman- 
ly Humour. Yet of ſuch a Flack Chriſt is not 


' aſhamed to profeſs himſelf the Shepherd. Nay, 


he would not only have all his Proſelytes termed' 
Sheep, but even he himſelf would be called. a 
Lamb; as when John the Baptiſt ſeeth gur 
coming unto him, he faith, Behold the Lamb of 
God; which fame Title is very often given ao 
our Saviour in the Apocalypſe. "FT: 
All this amounts to no lefs than that all 
mortal Men are Fools, even the Righteous and 
Godly as well as Sinners; nay, in ſome Senſe,” 
our - _ 72 who, alth he Was 
the Wiſdom of the Father, yet to repair the In- 
5 ln Man, he became in ſohe. 
meaſure a Partaker of human Folly,” when he 
tat our Nature" him, and was found in. 
Faſhion as Han; or, when Gad made him to 
be Sin for us, who knew no Sin, that we mane, 
be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. Nor 
would he e Breaches our Sins had 
made by any other Method than by the Foolyb- 
neſs f the Croſs, publiſhed by the ignorant and. 
unlearned Apoftles, to whom he frequently re- 
commends the Excellence of Folly, cautioning 
them againſt the . A Viſdom, by 
the 
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the ſeveral Examples he propoſes them to imi- 
tate; ſuch as Children, Lilies, Sparrows, Muſ- 
tard, and ſuch like Beings, which: are either 
wholly inanimate, or at leaſt devoid of Reaſon 
and Ingeny ; guided by no other Conduct than 
that of Inſtinct, wy Bp Care, Trouble, or 
Contrivance. To the ſame Intent the Diſci- 
ples were warned by their Lord and Maſter, 
that when they ſhould be brought unto the Syna- 

ogues, and unto Magiſtrates and Powers, they 
ſhould take no Thought how, or what Thing, 
they ſhould anſwer, nor what they ſhould ſay : 

hey were again ſtrictly forbid to enquire into 
the Times and Scaſons, or to place any Confi- 
dence in their own Abilities, but to depend 
wholly. upon divine Ailiſtance. 

AT the firſt peopling of Paradiſe, the Al- 
mighty had never laid ſo ſtrict a Charge on 
out} Father Adam to reſrain from eating of the 
Tree of Knowledge, except he had thereby 
forewarned, that the Taſte of Knowledge would 
be the Bane of all Happineſs. St. Paul ſays 
expreſly, that Knowledge. puffeth up, i. e. it is 
fatal and poiſonous. In purſuance whereunto 
St. Bernard interprets that exceeding . high 
Abountain, whereon the Devil had erected his 
Seat, to have been the Mountain of Know- 
ledge. And perhaps this may be another Ar- 
gument which ought not to be omitted; name- 
ly, that Folly is acceptable, at leaſt excuſable, 15 

WI 
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with the Gods, in as much as they eaſily paſs 
by the heedleſs Failures of Fools, while the 
Miſcarriages of ſuch as are known to have 
more Wit ſhall very hardly obtain a Pardon ; 
nay, when a wiſe Man comes to ſue for an 
Acquitment from any Guilt, he muſt ſhroud 
himſelf under the Patronage and Pretext of 
Folly. For thus, in the twelfth of Numbers, 
Aaron intreats Moſes to ſtay the Leproſy of 
his Siſter Miriam, ſaying, Alas, My Lord, I 
befeech thee lay not the Sin upon us wherem we 
have done fooliſhly. Thus, when David ſpared = 
Saul's Lite when he found him fleeping in a 
Ten of Hachilab, not willing to Atreteh forth 
his Hand again the Lord's Anointed, Saul ex- 
cuſes his*fvrmer Severity by confefling, Behold 
T have played the Foa and have erred exceed- 
ingly. David alſo himſelf, in much the "fame 
Form, begs the Remiſſion of his Sin from God 
Almighty with this Prayer, Lord, I pray thee, 
take away the Iniquity of thy Servant, for I 
have done very fookifhly; as if he could not have 
hoped otherwiſe to have his Pardon granted, 
except he petition'd for it under the Covert and 
Mitigation of Folly. The agreeable Practice 
of our Saviour is yet more convincing, who, 
when he hung upon the Croſs, . prayed for his 
Enemies, ſay ing, Father, forgive them, urging 
no other Plea in their Behalf than that of their 
Ignorance, for they know not what they do. To 
Q 2 the 
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the ſame Effect St. Paul, in his firſt Epiſtle to 
Timothy, acknowledges he had been a Blaſp he- 
mer and a Perſecutor, But (faith he) 7 ohtain'd 
Merq, becauſe I did it 1gnerantly in Unbelief. 
Now what's the meaning of the Phraſe [7 d 
it ignorant] but only this? My Fault was 
occaſioned from a miſinform'd F olly, not from 
a deliberate Malice. What ſignifies [1 obtain- 
ed Mercy] but only that I ſhould not other- 
wiſe have obtained it, had not Folly and Igno- 
rance been my Vindication? To the ſame 
ſe is that other Paſſage in the myſterious 
ſalmiſt, which I forgot to mention in its pro- 
per Place; namely, Oh remember not the Sins 
and Offences « 3 ny Nb / The Word, which 
we wender ences, is in Latin, Ignarantias, 
Ignorances: Obſerve the two Things be al- 
ledges in bis Excuſe are, firſt, his Rawneſs of 
Age, to which Folly and want of Experience 
are conſtant Attendants; and ſecondly, his 
Ignarancet, —— in the plural Number for 
an Enhancement and Aggravation of his Fooliſh- 


nels. 
Bur, that I may not. wear out this Subject 
too far, to draw. now toward a Concluſion, it 


is obſervable that the Chriſtian Religion Dem 


to have ſome Relation to Folly, and no Al- 
liance at all with Wiſdom. Of the Truth 
whereof, if you deſire farther Proof than my 


bare Word, you may pleaſe, f, To 2 
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downright Madneſs? It is the leſs ftrange there- 
fore, that at the Feaſt of Pentecoft the Apoſtles 
ſhould be thought drunk with new Mine; or, 
that St. Paul was cenſured by Feſtus to have 
been beſide hymfelf. 

AND, fince I have bad the Satin 
thus far, I ſhall venture yet a little forwarder, 
and be ſo bold as to ſay thus much more: All 
that final Happineſs, which Chriſtians, through 
ſo many Rubs and Briars of Difficulties con- 
tend for, is at oe Ris 
and Madneſs. This, no queſtion, will be 
extravagantly ſpoke; but conſider a while, 
and deliberately ſtate the Caſe. . + 

FiRsT then, the Chriſtians ſo far ne, 
with the Platmiſts, as to believe that the Body 
is no better than a Prifon or Dungeon for the 
Confinement of the Soul. That therefore, 
while the Soul is ſhackled to the Walls of 
Fleſh, her. ſoaring Wings are imp'd, and all 
her enlivening Faculties clogg'd: — fetter d by 
the groſs. Particles of Matter; ſo that ſhe can 
neither freely range after, nor, when happily 
overtook, can quietly contemplate her proper 
Object Lr 

FARTHER, Plate defines. Philoſophy to be 


the Meditation of Death, becauſe the one per- 


forms the ſame Office with the other; name 
ly, withdraws the Mind from all viſible and 
corporeal Objects; therefore, While the — 
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does patiently actuate the ſeveral O 
Members of the Body, fo long is a ac- 
counted of a good and found Diſpeſition-: But 
when the Soul, weary of her Confinement, 


ſtruggles to break Jail, and fly; beyond her 


Cage of | Fleſh and Blood ; then a Man is cen 
ſur d at leaſt for being maggotty and crack - 
brain'd ; nay, if there be any Deſect in · the 
external Organs, it is then termed downright 
And yet many times Perſons thus 
ſhall have prophetick Extaſies of fore- 
telling Things to come, ſhall in a Rapture talk 
Languages they never before learned, and ſeem 
in all Things actuated by omewhat divine and 
extraord! And all this, no doubt, is only 
the Effect -of the Soul's being more releaſed 
from its Engagement to the Body, whereby it 


can with leſs Impediment exert the . 


Life and Motion. From hence, no queſtion, has 
ſprung an Obſervation of like nature confirm- 
od now. into a ſettled Opinion, That ſome long 
experienced\ Souls in the Werld, before their di- 
laaging, arrive to the Height” 'of propherect 


R 
1 this Bieten from: an ne 
in Religion, and too high a Strain of Devotion, 
though it be of a ſome what differing ſoxt; yet it 
is ſo near akin to the former, that a great part 
of Mankind apprehend it as a mere 
2 when 1 of that ſuperſtitious, 


Humour 


and k 


adneſs 3 


| 
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Humour are ſo pragmatical and ſingular, as toſepa- 


rate and live apart, as if it were from all the World 
beſide : So as they ſeem to have experienc d 


what Plato dreams to have happen'd — 


ſome, who, incloſed in a dark Cave, did only 


ruminate on the Ideas and abſtracted Specula- 
tions of Entities; and one other of their Com- 
pany, who had got abroad into the open Li 
and at his return tells them what a blind 
ſtake they had lain under; that he ind ſeen 
the Subſtance of what their Dotage of Imita- 
tion reach d only in Shadow; that therefore he 
could not but pity and condole their delu i 

Dreams; while they, on the other fide, no le 


bewail his Phrenſie, and turn him out of the 
Society for a Lunatick and a Madman 


THvs the Vulgar are wholly taken up with 
thoſe that are moſt familiar to their 
Senſes, beyond which 
is but Fairy-land; while thoſe, that are de- 
voutly Religious, ſcorn to ſet their Thoughts 
or Aſſections on any Things below, but mount 
their Soul to the pur dit of incorporeal and in- 
viſible Beings : The former, in their marſhal- 
ling the Reguiſites of Happineſs, place Riches 
in the Front, the Endowments of the Body 
in the next Rank, and leave the 
ments of the Soul to bring up the Rear; nay, 
ſome will ſcarce believe there is any ſuch "Thing 
at all as the Sou, betauſe * 


they are apt to think all 
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fee a Reaſon of their Faith; while the other 
pay their Firſt-fruits of Service to that moſt 
ſimple and incomprehenſive Being, God, em- 
_ ploy themſelves next in providing for the Hap- 
pineſs of that which comes neareſt to their 
immortal Soul, being not at all mindful of 
their corrupt bodily Carcaſes, [Fi6. XLV,}] 
he Work; tn. as the Dirt and Rubbage 

the World ; or, if at any time ſome urging 


remaining as though 828 — wwnm, 
Turk arc betwerß theſe two forts of 
Perſons many Differences. in ſeveral Reſpects. 
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3H 
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turally moſt inclined, | Henceis it, that a p 
Soul, imploying all its Power and Abilities in 
the prefling after ſuch Things as are fartheſt 
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brutiſh in the Management of any worldly 
Affairs; while, on the other fide, the Vulgar 
are ſo intent upon their Buſineſs and Employ- 
ment, that they have not time to beſtow one 
poor Thought upon a future Eternity. From ſuch 
Ardour of divine Meditation was it, that St. 
Bernard in his Study - drank Oil inſtead of 
Wine; and yet his Thoughts were fo taken up, 
that he never obſerv'd the Miſtake. 
FARTHER, among the Paſſions of the Soul 
fome have a greater Communication with the 
Body than others; as Luft, the Deſire of 
Meat and Sleep, Anger, Pride and Envy; 
with theſe the pious Man is in continual War 
and irreconcileable Enmity, while the Vulgar 
cheriſh and ſoment them, as the beſt Comforts 
of Lie, ” 
THERE” are other Affections of a mid- 
dle Nature, common and innate to every 
Man ; ſuch are Love to one's Country, Duty 
to Parents, Love to Children, Kindneſs to 
Friends, and ſuch like: To theſe the Vulgar pay 
ſome Reſpect ; but the Religious endeavour to 
ſupplant and- eradicate from their Soul, except 
they can raiſe and ſublimate them to the - moſt 
refined Pitch of Virtue ; fo as to love or honour 
their Parents, not barely under that Character 
(for what did they do more than generate a 
Body ? Nay, even for that we are primarily 
beholden to God, the firſt Parent of alt kan 
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kind) but as good Men only, upon whom is 


imprinted the lively Image of that divine Na- 


ture which they eſteem as the chief and only 


Good, beyond whom nothing deſerves to be 


beloved, nothing deſired. 


By the ſame Rule they meaſure all the 


other Offices or Duties of Life; in each of 
which, whatever is earthly and corporeal, ſhall, 
if not wholly rejected, yet at leaft be put bo- 
hind what Faith makes the Subſtance of Things 
not ſeen. Thus in the Sacraments, and all 
other Acts of Religion, they make a difference 
between the outward Appearance or Body . of 
them, and the more inwaxd Soul or Spirit. As 


to inſtance in Faſting, they think it very in- 
effectual to abſtain from Fleſh, or debar them 


ſelves of a Meal's Meat (which yet is all the 
Vulgar underſtand by this Duty) unleſs they 
likewiſe reſtrain their Paſſions, ſubdue their An- 
ger, and mortify their Pride; that the Soul, 
being thus diſengaged from the Intanglement of 
the y, may have a better Reliſh to ſpiritual 
Obj and take an Antepaſt of Heaven. 


Thus (ay they) in the Holy Euchariſt, the“ 


the outward Form and Ceremonies are net 
wholly to be deſpiſed; yet are theſe prejudicial, 
at leaſt unprofitable, if as bare Signs only they 
are not accompanied with the Thing ſigni 


Which is the Boch and Blud of Ghri/t, wheſe 
Death, til his ſecond Coming, we are hereby 
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to repreſent by the vanquiſhing and burying || tion 
. our vile Aﬀections, that they may ariſetoa is 
Newneſs of "Life, and be en firſt each to live: 
other, then all to Chriſt. mo! 
Tanzen are the Actions and Meditations: of || ſer! 
the truly pious Perſon ; while the Vulgar place ¶ the 
all their Religion in crowding up cloſe to the $1 

Altar, in liſtning to the Words of the Prieſt, 
and in being very circumſpect at the Obſer- port 
”  vance of each trifling Ceremony. Nor is it in || Me 
3 ſuch Caſes only as we have here given for In- bu 
ſtances, but through his whole Courſe of Life, you 
that the pious Man, without any Regard to |f agal 
the baſer Materials of the Body, ſpends himſelf I mo! 
wholly in a fixed Intentneſs upon pu in- enſi 
viſible, and eternal Objects. No 
Now, fince theſe Perſons ſtand off and keep glo 
| at ſo wide a diſtance between themſelves, it is Ear 
| cuſtomary for them both to think each other Wit 
| mad: And were: I to give my Opinion to I tha! 
© - which of the two the Name does moſt proper- and 
| 1 I ſhould, I conſeſs, adjuſt it to the belc 
of the Reaſonableneſs whereof you Þ hed 
. — farther convinced, if I proceed to de- I par 
— what I formerly hinted at; 8 wa. 
That that ultimate Happineſs, which Reli 
| r than ſome ſort of 


Frns vy therefore; Plato- dream'd ſomeurhat 
of this Nature, when be tells us, that the 
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Madneſs of Lovers, was, of all other Diſpoſi- 
tions of the Body moſt deſirable ; for he, who 
is once tho y ſmitten with this Paſſion, 
lives no longer within himſelf, but has re- 
moved his Soul to the ſame Place where he has 


ſettled his Affections, and loſes himſelf to find 


the Object he ſo much doats upon: This ſtray- 
ing now, and wandering of a Soul from its on 
Moen, what is it better than a plain Tranſ- 
port of Madneſs? What elſe can be the: 
Meaning of thoſe proverbial Phraſes, Non g 
apud ſe, he is not himſelf ; Ad te redi, recover 
yourſelf; and, Sibi reditus gt, he is come 
again to himſelf? And accordingly, as Love is 


more hot and eager ; ſo is the Madneſs thence: 
enſuing more incurable, and yet more happy. 


Now, what ſhall be that future Happineſs of 


glorified Saints, whoſe pious Souls here on 
Earth ſo earneſtly groan for, but only that the 


Spirit, as the more potent and prevalent Victor, 
ſhall over-maſter and ſwallow up the Body; 


and that the more eaſily, becauſe while here 
below, the ſeveral Members, by being morti- 
ſied, and kept in ſubjection, were the better pre- 
hange: And after- 


pared for this ſeparating C 
ward the Spirit itfelf ſhall be loſt, and drown'd 
in the Abyſs of beatifick Viſion, ſo as the whole 
Man will be then perfectly beyond all its own 
Bounds, and be no otherwiſe happy, than, as 


tranſported into Extaſy and Wonder, it feels. 
R ſome 


— 


* * + 
* 


182 A PANEGY RICE 


ſome unſpeakable Influence from that omnipo- 
tent Being, which makes all Things compleatly 
bleſſed, by aſſimilating them to his own Like - 
neſs. Now although this Happineſs be then 
only conſummated, when Souls at the general 
Reſurrection ſhall be re-united to their Bodies, 
and both be cloathed with Immortality : Yet 
becauſe a religious Life is but a continued Me- 
ditation upon, and as it were a Tranſcript of, 
the Joys of Heaven; therefore to ſuch Perſons 
there is allowed ſome Pleaſure and Foretaſte of 
that Pleaſure here, which is to be their Reward 
bereafter. And although this indeed be but a 
'f Pittance of Satisfaction, compared with 
that future inexhauſtible Fountain of Blefſed- 
neſs ; yet does it abundantly over-ballance all 
worldly Delights, were they all in Conjunction 
ſet off to their beſt Advantage ; fo great is the 
Precedency of ſpiritual Things before corporeal, 
of inviſible before material and viſible. This 
is what the Apoſtle gives an eloquent Deſcrip- 
tion of, where he ſays by way of Engourage- 


ment, That Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, 


nor hath it enter'd into the Heart of Man to 
conceive 1 Things which God hath prepared 
for them that love him. This likewiſe is that 
better Part which Mary choſe, which ſhall not 
be taken from her, but perfected and compleat- 
od by her mortal putting on Immortality. 


Now 
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Now thoſe who are thus devoutly affected, 
(though few there are ſo) undergo ſomewhat 
of ſtrange Alteration, which very nearly ap- 
proaches to Madnefs ; they ſpeak many T hings 
at an abrupt and incoherent rate, as if 
were actuated by ſome poſſeſſing Daemon ; 
they make an inarticular Noiſe, without any 
diſtinguiſhable Senſe or Meaning ; they ſome- 
times skrew and diſtort their Faces to uncouth 
and antick Looks; at one time beyond mea- 
ſure chearful, then as immoderately ſullen 3 
now ſobbing , then laughing, and ſoon after 
fighing, as it they were perfectly diſtracted, and 
out of their Senſes. If they have any ſober In- 
tervals of coming to themſelves again, like St. 
Paul they then confeſs, that they were caught up 
they knew not where, whether in the Body, or out 
of the Body, they cannot tell; as if they had been 
in a dead Sleep or Trance, they remember no- 
thing of what they have heard, ſeen, aid, or 
done : This they only know, that their paſt De- 


luſion was a moſt deſirable Happineſs ; that 


therefore they bewail nothing more than the 
Loſs of it, nor wiſh for any greater Joy than 
the quick Return of it, and more durable Abode 
for ever, And this (as I have ſaid) is the Fore- 

taſte or Anticipation of future Bleſſedneſs. 
Bur I doubt I have forgot myſelf, and 
have already tranſgreſs'd the Bounds of Mo- 
deſty. However, if I have ſaid any Thing 
; - doo 
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too confidently or impertinently,. be pleas d to 
conſider that it was ſpoke; hy Felh, and that 


under the Perfon of 4 Mm; yet at the fame 
time — _ 


A pan vas at Greck 
Froveely'> wo Fer 4 FM: 


mandate, Y Mwegs arp e 1 der, 
A Fool oft ſpeaks. a ſeaſenable Tiath - 


Unles you will be ſo witty as to object that 
ti makes no Apology for me, becauſe the 
Word Arne 1 a Man, not a I#oman, 
and donſequently my Sex debars me ſrom the 
Benefit of that Obſervation, 

I perceive now, that, for a "cally Treat, 
you expect a formal Epilogue, and the ſumming 


up of all in a brief 2 but PII aſſure you, 


you are groſly miſtaken, if you ſuppolg. that at- 
ter ſuch a Hodge-podge- Medley 1 peech I 
ſhould bg able to recollect any Fhing I have 
deliver d. Beſide, as it is an old Pro 
ura ov puacTer, hate a Pot- Com with 


a good Memory; ſo indeed 1 1 as truly ſay, 
d jupel pore azega)w, I Hate a Hearer that will 


arry any Thin 1 away with him, Wherefore in 


| tor, [Fic. XLV1.] - you 


Farewell, live long, drink deep, be jolly, 
Ye moſt illuſtrious Votaries of FOLL 
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too confidently or impertinently, be pleas d to 
conſider that it was ſpoke: hy Felh, and that 
under the Perfon of a Mm; yet at the fame 
time remember er n * Greck 
Frovirly 1275 * 4 


nasal ves; Y Wwegs rut et anne 
A Fool oft ſpeaks a ſeaſonable Tmth : 


Unlek you will be ſo witty as to object that 
ti makes no Apology ' for me, becauſe the 
Word. Arne fonifes a Man, not a IFoman, 
and donſequently my Sex debars me {rom the 
Benefit of that Obſervation, _- 

I perceive now, that, for a concludi Treat, 
you expect a formal Epilogue, and the ſumming 


up of all in a brief Relation; but LI aſſure you, 


you are groſly miſtaken, if you fuppolg. that af- 


ter ſuch a Hodge-podge - Medley 1 peech I 


ſhould be able to recollect any Fhing 1 have 
deliver d. Beſide, as it is an 90 Proveth, Mio 
Ky 6pitig ov nate, 7 hate a Pot- He with 
a good Memory; ſo indeed I as truly fay, 
Mio@ jd puore, dug, I hate 2 arer that will 


arry any Thin 1 70 with him, Wherefore in 
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Farewell, live long, drink deep, be jolly, 
Ye moſt illuſtrious Votaries of FOLL 
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